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Partner with Us in These

Gospel Opportunities

Cary Gillis, Director of Latin American Missions, Valdosta, GA

Latin American Missions is simply
a ministry of the Forrest Park
congregation dedicated to spreading the
gospel in Latin America. The good news of
Jesus Christ guides every decision we
make. The hub of this ministry is the Bible
School of the Americas in Panama City,
where more than 600 students have been
equipped with the gospel over 57 years.
From there, they take the gospel to their
home countries where they either take up
the torch in established congregations or
take forth the torch into new areas. We
collaborate with these preachers to
organize campaigns for  promoting
congregations, serving communities, and
bringing the gospel to the lost. As these
congregations mature, they develop
young men into viable candidates for the
Bible School of the Americas.

ithin all these moving parts of the
LAM ministry, there are many
opportunities for you to partner with us in
spreading the gospel. At the school, we

are finding so many
viable candidates
that we may need to
make more room to
house them! The
school is our largest
financial need. In the
lives of our alumni,
some have church
building plans, others are in need of their
own land upon which to build, and all
of them are in need of visits from
encouragers and campaigners. Many of
these faithful men need congregations
who will take ownership and oversight of
their ministries. This next year will be our
first time since the pandemic to have a full
campaign schedule. Please look at the
dates and locations and purpose yourself
to go or send someone. All of these are
opportunities for you to partner with us in
taking the gospel forward. In which of
these gospel opportunities will  you
partner with us?

BLING A PARTNER IN LAM 1S A

FOR YOU TO WELP CARRY THE GOSPEL OF JESUS GURIST INTO
EIGHT DIFFERENT LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES,




Adjunct
Instructor

BSA Student Body ~ August 2022

I enjoy mission trips. My first trip was while |
was a student at Harding College. They worked
hand in hand with the College church of Christ in
Searcy, Arkansas. | wanted to spend part of my
summer on a campaign and also work for school
expenses part of the summer. | traveled to
Hanover, Germany where three families were
beginning a mission work. One of the greatest
blessings was on the plane to Europe. They sat us
in alphabetical order, and my future wife sat next
to me. More about that some other time. She was
part of a group going to work with missionaries in
Holland. That summer compelled me to change
my major to Bible and continue to go on mission
trips. Being with missionaries on the field was like
two years of school.

fter getting my B.A. in Bible, | attended the

Harding Graduate School of Religion. | was
impressed how many of my teachers at both
schools had been missionaries. My Greek teacher
at Harding worked in Zurick. | was blessed to not
only have these teachers but also be with them on
the mission field in the summers. After obtaining
that graduate degree, | pursued studies in
counseling.

Currently, as a minister and an elder, it is good
to go work at the Bible School of the
Americas. Being a preacher since 1976, | answer
questions from the material and also from

Keith Shepherd, Minister @ Chandler, Arizona

experience. This past year | shared this with the
students, “In the classroom the environment is like a
microwave, but when you get in a local congregation
it will be more the speed of a crock pot.” My
translator did not know what that was. Other times,
some sports illustrations would not work well in that
language or culture, but the gospel and the word of
God is always understood.

have always tried to encourage our congregation

to know and participate in mission efforts. It helps
us from being only self focused. Jack Farber grew up
not far from Chandler, Arizona, so we saw him when
he came to see his family. Jack always invited me to
go teach at BSA. About 12 years ago, | took Jack up
on that offer. What a wonderful experience it has
been for me! This past year while teaching Romans
| told them, “If you get Romans, God will get you.” It
was a joy to see the Bible students understand
Romans. Their desire to know the Bible, their work in
the mission fields, and their future plans are
encouraging to me. While spending time with the
staff and their families, the love and service for each
other was evident. In several of my classes, the
students and | talked about and shared power point
slides, names, and sources of material.

As Otis Gatewood told me one day while in a
communist country, “No one is born a
communist; they have to be taught.” And, no one is
born a Christian; they have to hear the good news
and surrender to Jesus. Several times while at BSA |
have seen baptisms because they are teaching the
Good News. Missionaries after World War Il found if
they brought students to America to train them,
then they wanted to stay. It is easier, cheaper, and
more productive to train men in their own language
and a country similar to theirs. | have been blessed
to go and teach at the Bible School in Panama for
12 years now. My own congregation knows of the
work, and they are involved in what is going on in
Panama. This is a wonderful work for the Lord!




Carlos
Valladares

BSA

Second Year
Student

Carlos Valladares is married to Melissa, and
God has blessed them with two children,
Jonathan and Samir. They are from Honduras
and are now in Panama studying at the Bible
School of the Americas. Carlos desires to be
better prepared in preaching and evangelism.
Melissa is learning how to teach women,
youth, and children’s classes. God is good!

In October 2021 | first met my brother and
teacher, Keith Shepherd. As a first year student
at the BSA, | remember he taught the short course
of “Evangelism”, and | gave thanks to God for the
great learning obtained in class. For my second
year in 2022, | learned Brother Shepherd would be
the instructor for the class on Romans, and |
rejoiced. | consider his teaching methods to be
great and easy to understand. When the week
came for the class, | realized | could not have been
more correct in the perspective | had for his
teaching methods. Even though | had not studied
the book of Romans at depth before, Brother
Shepherd shared with us the profound teachings
in the book and how we are able to understand
more when we evangelize and share with people
the importance of being justified by God in Jesus
Christ. It was evident that | was not the only
student with that perspective. | observed and
listened to my classmates with similar points of
view as Brother Shepherd shared his teachings
and understandings.

pray to God that He continues to help my

Brother Keith Shepherd by blessing him with
more wisdom and for him to remain as a teacher
in sharing his knowledge at the BSA. Thanks be to
God! And, thanks to my Brother and Teacher,
Keith Shepherd.

BSA Graduates
Need Your

Support

A Shepherd peaks

Doug Daugherty, Elder @ Forrest Park

Remember the excitement of that first big job? |
certainly can. Moving to a new area. Meeting
many new people for the first time. The butterflies in
my stomach of so many unknowns. But, there was
one thing | was certain of..my pay! This was some-
thing my family and | weighed before beginning a
new job. There are huge decisions we all as
individuals and families make regarding our future!

ow, relate this to our brothers in Christ at the

Bible School of the Americas. These men have
committed to leaving their home towns, countries,
and loved ones and relocating hundreds of miles
away. They have also committed to an extensive
training and curriculum for two years. | repeat, two
whole years! Now, that day has arrived...graduation,
a day that obviously brings much excitement!

Unfortunately, some have unwanted anxiety as
well. While these graduates have gained the
knowledge and training to preach and teach the
gospel and are excited to go into the world and fulfill
the Great Commission in Matt 28:19-20, some have
no idea how they will do that and be self-supportive.
Often, the congregations these graduates return to,
or establish as new, are small in number with limited
financial resources and lack the ability to support a
full-time preacher. This is a serious challenge for the
graduate, as well as the program in general, and
quite frankly the overseeing eldership at Forrest Park.
All involved have failed if the graduate becomes
discouraged or financially unable to preach and
teach and does not use the education and training
they've learned in the BSA. But we can change that
by turning their anxiety of the unknown into
excitement of the known! Will you help support
these graduates financially in their new work during
this turning point in their lives?

Bea‘r‘(')ne another’s
burdens, and so fulfill

the law of Christ.
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As we near the end of 2022, many thoughts
turn to our annual giving, donations, and
tax benefits. King Solomon spoke of the wisdom

in handling our financial gains properly in
Proverbs 24:3-4, "Through wisdom a house (s
built, and by understanding it is established; By
knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious
and pleasant riches.” Latin American Missions has
been blessed to be the recipient of abundant
giving from likeminded brethren the world over.
We pray that 2022 and into 2023 the blessings
will continue.

Below are some general areas where
"planned tax gifts” can be of tremendous
value to both the giver and receiver. As with all
tax saving strategies, please consult with your
CPA, Financial Advisor, and/or Estate Attorney to
make sure your year end financial plan is the
proper fit for you.

Stock and/or Mutual Funds: By bequeathing
stocks directly to LAM as a charitable donation,
the donator will save themselves from paying
capital gains tax and LAM will receive the full
value of the stock. The entire value of the stock at
the time of the donation will be considered a
charitable tax donation. LAM has an Edward
Jones account set up specifically to receive these
types of donations. If you are interested, please
email dswilley@forrestpark.org to receive the
form with transfer instructions.

IRA “Required Minimum Distribution” (RMD):
An IRA owner over the age of 70% may make
a tax-free donation from their IRA to LAM. This
distribution must come directly from the IRA.
Speak to your tax advisor about setting up an
annual distribution, or you may choose to set it
up on a monthly basis. A donation of up to

$100,000 annually is excluded from taxable
income.

Real Estate: A gift of property that you own is a
wonderful way to donate to LAM. Consult with
your tax advisor and appraiser. The appraised
value will determine the amount of the donation.
This type of donation is also free from the Capital
Gains tax.

Checks/Cash: The majority of our support comes
from direct donations made either through
checks, cash, or monthly ACH donations. You will
receive an annual giving statement by the end of
January the following year to use for tax purposes.

Wills, Living Trusts, & Life Insurance Policies:
A gift of love at your death can also be made by
designating Latin American Missions (Forrest Park
Church of Christ) as a beneficiary in your Will,
Trust and/or Insurance policies. Please be sure to
list the beneficiary as “Latin American Missions/
Forrest Park Church of Christ” to ensure there is
no confusion with other organizations listed as
Latin American Missions.

Memorial and Honorary Gifts: One other way
to benefit LAM and memorialize or recognize a
loved one is through donations made in memory
or honor of someone. Please include the name of
the person(s) being memorialized/honored as
well as the names/addresses of their loved one
that you would like to be notified of the gift. We
also make mention of these gifts in our quarterly
newsletter.

Thank you for your continued support
of Latin American Missions!

Dorna Sawilleny,

LAM Bookkeeper
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S criptures about the body of Christ, friendship, A
evangelism, service, and utilizing our talents to glorify God come
to mind when | think about the recent Latin American Missions campaign
to Monjaras, Honduras. 1Peter 4:8-11, Hebrews 10:24, Psalm 133:1, Galatians 5:13, and
1 Corinthians 3:5-9. While on this trip, | witnessed brothers and sisters in Christ fulfilling
the commands to take the gospel to the world and to serve each other through
love (Mt 28 s : he 22 campaigners from the USA, the
2e wonderful ladies who

urch in Monjaras all

his or her role.

sonal experience during the
ampaigr : ission trip abroad, this campaign
i ' ions; and Lord-willing, it will not be the
g for one of the doctors in the

mber 2022

So, translating in the
the work. | saw how i

AIGN RESULTS

Patients - 844
'y Patients - 819
tions Filled- 3,756

43 uring the week to put Him on

idies - 226 - -

e . ne aspect of the trip that | greatly enjoyed was getting to know my

bsl Bgle Cla:; 0 102 fellow Christians. Before this trip, | had met in person only one of
e10 dss = the U.S. brothers and a few of the Honduran brothers. What a blessing

s -

it was to spend time talking, singing, and sharing God's word with
those of like precious faith! The welcoming attitude of the Honduran
brethren and the diligence in work and service of everyone on the team
n.on me. | am so grateful to God and to LAM
paign. | thank God for the
ten or more souls the

May ‘God continue ied in His Church!
Bemrvy Meshe ~ Harest, AL
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Ladies

of LAM \\

hen asked to describe

a life-changing event, §
what does one say? Some
may explain their experience
with photographs; some may o
use many adjectives and
flowery language; and some
may simply demonstrate the
effect their experience had
on them by the way they live
their life. For me, it's the last
option. Words will fail me
when | try to explain how my first mission trip
deeply impacted and changed my life, but I'm
determined to show it in the way | serve my Lord
and His Church every day.

|n September of 2022, | was blessed with the
opportunity to go on a Medical Mission Campaign
to Monjaras, Honduras with Latin American Missions.
This unique campaign was the only campaign LAM
organized for 2022...the first one since the global
pandemic of 2020. And, unlike most medical cam-
paigns, this one only had half as many people in
attendance, but it was powerful! Never before in my
life have | seen a group of Christians from two
different countries work together tirelessly for one
common cause--to show the love and compassion of
Christ to the lost in the community. We overcame
language barriers and learned that a warm smile
and a hug needs no translation. We were united in

. S

Jessica Donovant ~ Petal, MS

packaging medicine for the pharmacy, setting up
tables and chairs for waiting patients, holding Bible
studies with those who were interested, and in
encouraging our whole team in their various
activities throughout the day. | was reminded often
during the week of 1 Corinthians 12...how the body
has many members with various abilities, but how
each member has an important job to do to make
the body work properly. We all rejoiced together
that week when ten souls obeyed the gospel and
put on Christ in baptism, and we all prayed together
fervently at the beginning of each day that we could
be lights in the darkness and plant seeds for the
kingdom. If there was anything | learned from that
week, it was this: “Together We Are More” (Juntos
Somos Mas).

he week

| spent in
Monjaras,
Honduras
with LAM is
one | will
never forget. §
It has changed
my heart, my
focus, and my life for the better; and there's not a
day that goes by | don't think of Honduras and my
brethren there in some way. | left a piece of my
heart there forever, but it's not just the country and
its stunning views that make it a beautiful place. It's
the people, my brothers, and sisters in Christ who
make this special place so beautiful ... by their
serving, preaching, and teaching the gospel. That's
truly the most beautiful view | saw all that week!

0, what should one say when asked to describe a
life-changing experience? | have two words...

“Judt Go!”
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travels a few miles and preaches at the congregation in
El Carmen, a church with 30-35 members. After graduation
at BSA as the Valedictorian of his class, Gustavo and his wife,
Xiomara, and their daughter, Samai (9), received a new member
in their family, Luis Gustavo (2). Beginning as a part-time
supported preacher, Gustavo found the el Carmen church
of Christ with a total of seven members. Therefore, his work
has been focused on restoring the families that were
discouraged by issues before attending BSA.

Currently, Gustavo is strengthening the leadership of the
congregation. His four part vision is:
--to help the church to be a committed church with God,
--to be organized (elders, deacons, evangelists, etc.),
--to have a scriptural foundation, and
--to have a positive impact on society.

Obed, Perla, and Gamaliel make up a young Christian
family living in Ocosingo, a town of Chiapas, in Mexico. He
serves at the Ocosingo church of Christ, a congregation with
approximately 60 members. After their arrival, Obed almost
died with pulmonary fibrosis, but the Lord lifted him up and
is using Obed now in His kingdom. He serves as a Bible class
teacher on Sunday mornings and Wednesdays.

Obed works as a coach in a gym in Ocosingo, and his wife,
Perla Sanchez, takes care of their little one, Gamaliel (5).
While Obed'’s plan for the near future is traveling abroad to
have a better quality of life, he is currently preparing papers
to move, locate a job to support his family, and find a
congregation in Canada with sound doctrine. Obed and his
wife desire to use their talents for the Lord. "While in
Panama, we gained confidence. The world had told us that
we were good for nothing. Now, both of us feel useful to the
greatest cause of all, preaching the gospel of Christ.”
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“Strong Leadership”
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“Feeling Useful”




Frank Williams, LAM Fundraiser @ Henderson, TN

Several months ago, | visited
the Cane Ridge Meeting

more to be discovered from
it. Notice that the rich man

House in  Cane  Ridge,
Kentucky. It is recognized by
the US. Department of the
Interior as a building of
national significance deemed
worthy of saving. What an
interesting place with so much
history! It has been said that
even the great pioneer, Daniel
Boone, was involved in the
building of the meeting
house. Cane Ridge is con-
sidered by some to have
played a pivotal role in the
Restoration movement in the
United States. Barton W. Stone's
impact on getting away from denominational
names and being “Christians only” resonates to all
of us in the churches of Christ today.

Consider the picture of the podium ... Notice
anything missing? The preacher, of course!
Imagine with me that your congregation does not
have anyone to preach the Good News of Jesus. |
would hope that someone in the congregation
would step up and do their best to fill that role;
but, what if you are a fledgling congregation and
that maturity does not yet exist? | do not want to
think what might happen to many of those small
congregations. My friends, there are hundreds of
small congregations in Latin America that do not
have a regular preacher. Many evangelists there
preach at two or three congregations in one day.
Others rotate weekly at each congregation. The
point is: WE NEED TO TRAIN MORE MEN TO
PREACH THE GOSPEL! This is what the Bible School
of the Americas does. This is our passion and this is
our focus!

O ne of the most recognized stories in the Bible
is the “Rich Man and Llazarus.” Often
presented as a look into the Hadean world, there is

had many worldly possessions
and stature. Christ would not
even honor  him by
mentioning his name. Why?
Was it wrong to be rich, to
have possessions, or to wear
nice clothes? No, of course
not! The only weakness
mentioned in the text is that
the rich man had zero
compassion for those in
need such as Lazarus. He saw
Lazarus every time he went
out the gate of his home, yet
ignored Lazarus’ desperate
situation. Christ who was and
is the Champion of Compassion would have no
part in honoring him. In fact, the time of the rich
man's torment would come. Lazarus, on the
other hand, was in great physical distress and
even had to be carried to the gates of those
more fortunate. Nothing is mentioned of
Lazarus' character other than his suffering in this
life. However, a new life of comfort awaited him
after death.

ike Lazarus, the situation in Latin America is

desperate. There is great need for trained
men to spread the gospel. There are almost 667
million souls to reach in Latin America. We are
the wealthiest people in the world. LAM is
blessed to have some very faithful donors that
exhibit the compassion of Christ. However, if you
have not been giving to LAM, | want to
challenge you personally to begin with $25 per
month. Have your congregations begin by
giving $25 per week. Surely, you understand that
this is just the crumbs that fall from our tables.

~A beggar for Christ,

Framk Williamas
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Honors & Memorials
July-September, 2022

In Honor of...

Rudis Ramirez
M/M Travis Sweet
Carlos Hernandez, Jr.
M/M Travis Sweet
Frank Williams
James McCoy
Jack & Nancy Farber
Pat Lester

In Memory of...

Daisy Crayton
M/M Paul Swanson
Lawanna Batten
M/M Bill Ward
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
M/M Donnie Swilley
Buddy & Annie Lee Rewis
M/M Larry McCallum
Standley Moore
M/M Bill Ward
Christine Ball
Franklin Ball
Raymon & Joy Cordle
M/M Lance Cordle
J.W. & Mary Grace
Tammy Lawrence
David Campbell
Jeffrey Ehrie

Vernell Howard
Lawanna Batten
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Bill Ward
M/M Paul Swanson
M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
M/M Donnie Swilley

Sam Wingard
M/M Bill Ward

Derry Gibson
M/M Bill Ward
M/M Paul Swanson
Geraldine Dailey

Kathleen Gillis
Lawanna Batten
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Paul Swanson
M/M Bill Ward

Calvin Flucas
M/M Bill Ward

Ann Perry
Jimmy Williams

Remer Croft
M/M Paul Swanson
Lawanna Batten
M/M Bill Ward
Geraldine Dailey

Jerome Sweat
M/M Paul Swanson
Geraldine Dailey

Mike Belcher
Lawanna Batten
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Bill Ward
M/M Paul Swanson

Sara Calderon
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Paul Swanson

Ashley Southers
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Paul Swanson

Linda Hendricks
Sally Wilkinson
Lawanna Batten
Geraldine Dailey
M/M Bill Ward
M/M Paul Swanson
M/M Donnie Swilley

Bill Mizell
M/M Paul Swanson
Lawanna Batten
M/M Bill Ward
Geraldine Dailey

John Gunn
M/M Roger Steis

Demetrius Woods
M/M Paul Swanson
Lawanna Batten
Geraldine Dailey

About HONORS & MEMORIALS

You may “HONOR" a special person or group of people by making a donation
of any amount to LAM. You may also make a “MEMORIAL"” donation to LAM

in memory of a loved one who is deceased. Please use the printed form on the
back page of this newsletter when sending your donation to the LAM office.




Bible School of the Americas’ Adjunct Instructors
$Spring 2023 Schedule of Upcoming Courses

March 20-24  Kirk Brothers - Youth/Family Ministry
June 12-16 Wayne Kilpatrick - Bible Geography

Please pruoy (en these men as they trowel to Panama

Servants in Need
of Financial Support!

BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS:
Students & Recent Graduates

PERU: HONDURAS:
Alberto Calderon Miguel Ponce
Ruben Chacon
- - -
Please consider supporting one

or more of these Godly men and DONATE
their families. Your support of NOW!
$25, $50, $100 or more per month Yy 4
has an impact on the lives of
these faithful ministers.

LatinAmericanMissions.org
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Please fill in and enclose this form when mailing your charitable contributions.

AREAS WHERE YOU CAN HELP!

MY DONATION IS FOR: IN MEMORY OF:
O Where most needed IN HONOR OF:
O Bible School of the Americas Given by:

O Preacher in Need (Please write in name) Address:

O Benevolence Fund

MY DONATION IS: SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO:
O One time gift Name:
O Monthly giving of: $ Address:

| City, State, ZIP: |
| City, State ZIP: |



