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M auricio Vargas is like many boys in this world who lost their 

fathers at a young age, requiring them to step up and take 

the lead for their families. However, there are a few differences in 

Mauricio’s case. Mauricio lives in Perez Zeldon, Costa Rica with his 

mother in a small home.  In fact, every time it rains, the water 

floods through his house, taking along with it anything on the floor. 

He told us they were poor as they fell on hard times when his 

father died because he was the only worker.  Mauricio also told us 

he didn’t even know his age, because he couldn’t read the 

birthdate on his ID card. Mauricio is a very nice young man that 

lacks many opportunities the young men in the United States and 

around the world enjoy.  Before he met us, he actually had no idea 

what he was missing out on in life because he was not in touch with 

anyone outside his small community. 

A fter a brief introduction to the gospel, we asked Mauricio if he 

knew who God was. “No, I do not know who He is,” he replied. 

We asked him if anyone had ever visited and spoken to him about 

God or Jesus. He replied, “No, no one has come to my house.” You 

see, Mauricio had no clue he was lost because he didn’t even know 

God was God. He had never been exposed to God before. That’s 

where the difference lies. After three days of studying the Gospel 

with Mauricio, he made the decision to obey the Gospel and 

proudly put on Christ in baptism. 

S o, ask yourself, what is Mauricio’s soul worth? What would God 

say? As poor as Mauricio “was”, he is now one of the richest 

young men on earth.    

I f you want to go with LAM but are not able, there is another way. 

Please contribute to the advancement of His Kingdom by 

generously supporting the Bible School of the Americas in Panama. 

The Children’s Home of 

the Americas and several 

native preachers need 

your support also. I assure 

you, your contributions go 

to work…for God! Come 

see for yourself! 

LAM needs your     

financial support!      

Bart Mizell, Valdosta, GA 
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STAFF:  

Spencer Broome  

  Cell: (229) 412-0745  

  Office Ext. 212  
 

Kirk Brothers  

  Cell: (731) 435-0026  

  Office Ext. 205  
 

Jack Farber  

  Cell: (229) 292-4708  

  Office Ext. 204 
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S ometimes plans do not work out. Have you 

ever ended the day thinking, “When I woke up 

this morning, this is not how I expected the day to 

go.” Well, that’s how many days go when you’re 

on a campaign. But, it’s almost always a great 

thing! It becomes a living testament inside of you 

to the power of God’s providence. It’s a great way 

to lay your head down after a long day of working 

for the Lord. 

A s a coordinator for these campaigns, I place 

as my first priority the safety of every one of 

our team members. So, when two of our ladies 

had health issues that overwhelmed the limited 

resources of our small medical clinic, we had to 

transport them to the local hospital. One of them 

recovered rather quickly, and it was decided that 

she needed to catch the next flight home. The 

other lady, however wasn’t getting better. After 

spending the whole night in the emergency room 

at the small local hospital in Chepo, Panama, it 

became clear that we needed to move her to a 

better private hospital in Panama City.  

P hil Waggoner was leading the campaign’s 

team, so I was free to go and help with our 

dear sister who happens to be a close friend of 

my mom. She would need someone at all hours 

to translate instructions from the nursing staff and 

doctors. We stayed in the hospital for two days 

while she recovered. By the time she was released 

and waited the necessary time before she could 

travel, we missed the campaign. 

S o, what’s the point? The point is that God 

really does provide for all our needs. You see, 

I was asked at the last minute to go and give 

additional support to the campaign. Therefore, I 

was able to take care of a team member without 

removing any key people from the campaign site. 

Providence…one of God’s great blessings! 

L et me ask you this question … Are you 

allowing God to use YOU as a vessel of His 

Providence? Whether you go on a mission 

campaign or give financial support to a specific 

area of Latin American Missions, TRUST HIM!   

How Do You Handle the Unexpected? 
John Farber, LAM Missionary 

God really does provide for all our needs! 
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A s a Shepherd of the Paintsville Church of 

Christ, I firmly believe since we started doing 

mission work with Latin America Missions that our 

congregation has grown immensely as a direct 

result. We have grown spiritually and have 

increased our zeal to go out and seek the lost 

both overseas and at home. 

I n I Corinthians 9:19-23 Paul says, “For though I 

was free from all men, I brought myself under 

bondage to all, that I might gain the more. And to 

the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 

might gain Jews: to them that are under the law, 

as under the law, not being myself under the law, 

that I might gain them that are under the law; to 

them that are without law, as without law, not 

being without law  to God, but under law to 

Christ, that I might gain them that are without 

law. To the weak I became weak, that I may gain 

the weak; I am become all things to all men, that I 

may by all means save some. And I do all things 

for the gospel’s sake, that I may be a joint 

partaker thereof.” These thoughts guide us in our 

work to gain souls near and far.  

A s a former 

professional 

baseball player, I 

learned you have to 

make adjustments to 

be successful. If a 

pitcher is getting you 

out with breaking 

balls, you need to get 

out of your comfort 

zone and make the 

Johnnie LeMaster, Elder  
Paintsville Church of Christ, Kentucky  

adjustment and learn from your experiences. I 

have watched members of our congregation 

make adjustments while on mission trips. They 

leave the comfort zone of their all familiar 

surroundings, friends, family, and culture. They 

learn to be flexible in the mission field with the 

daily schedule as it may unexpectedly change 

many times in one day. The language barrier and 

unfamiliar food choices, as well as experiencing in 

the Latin American culture are challenging. You 

may have scheduled a bus to pick you up at eight 

o’clock, but to them that may translate into two 

hours before or more than likely two hours after.  

I  have seen how great it is when God’s people 

work together for a common purpose and 

return on fire for the Lord and lost souls. As an 

elder, there is nothing better than to see growth 

of humility, kindness, compassion, and love for 

the Lord in your sheep.  

E lders across the United States, 

challenge yourselves to get personally 

involved in mission work. The Latin American 

Missions is a WIN! WIN! WIN! situation. You can 

help them; they will most definitely help you, and 

together we will strengthen the Lord’s 

Kingdom! Elders, be the leaders and GO! Take as 

many members with you as possible, but go even 

if you go by yourself. Your life will change for the 

better!  
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Latin American Missions has one primary goal … Soul Salvation! 

 The Bible School of the Americas in Panama provides Native Preacher Training for qualified men 
from Central and South America who have a vested interest in working in their own countries.  

 Mobile Medical Missions help relieve the physical ailments of literally thousands, but they don’t stop 
there. During the campaign, the gospel is taught day and night, souls are baptized into Christ, and 
new congregations are established.  

 Evangelistic Campaigns are placed in areas where the church is weak or non-existent. A trained 
preacher is always left at the location to nurture the newly established congregation. Obviously, 
when a man and his family are left behind, support must be provided for him to do his job.  

 Native Preacher Support is often vital for the church to survive in poverty areas. 

 Benevolence outreaches are always present but become more significant during times of disaster. 
Our strategy is to provide familiar food items … rice, beans, flour, oil … and allow the local church to 
distribute them. This way, contacts are made and the local church is lifted up in the community. 

 Construction Teams have been involved when disasters arose, building new homes and shelters. 
They have also worked on building projects to supply meeting places for our brethren. 

 Our Printed Word Ministry provides teaching materials to help spread the Gospel, curriculum 
materials for our preacher training, and Bible class materials for the congregations.  

 The Children’s Home of the Americas is in place to care for and feed the homeless and hungry 
children of Latin America. We are constantly in need of support to feed, cloth, and shelter the 
innocents of poverty and neglect.  

You Can Be a Part of This Great Effort! These are Gospel Opportunities to Serve the Lord! 

2018 Grand Totals                                                      
Young Evangelistic Servants  

 

1,603 Doors Knocked 
2,085 Contacts Made 

788 Bible Studies 
35 Baptisms 

5 Restorations 
1 Wedding 
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M y husband’s job was with the local electric 

utility customer service, and the number of 

calls asking for Spanish speakers were increasing.  

He had Spanish in high school but needed to 

refresh his knowledge as high school was decades 

ago.  After several classes I told him he needed to 

use this ability for something better.  A friend had 

just returned from a conference on medical 

missions with the churches of Christ. Going thru 

the list in 1995, there was only one group that he 

could go with that year...Latin American Missions 

in some place called Valdosta, GA. 

S o I called and talked with Jack Farber and got 

the necessary information. He also asked what 

Larry could do.  He’s a good cook, so he ended 

up working with Nancy, Jack’s wife. Larry got a 

passport and a ticket, and in July I put him on a 

plane to Honduras.  He told me later that as he 

sat down on the plane, he thought, “Where is 

Honduras?” 

W hen Larry came home, he was wearing a 

goofy straw hat that had Honduras woven 

into it, and he was grinning from ear to ear.  If 

you know Larry, he’s a man of few words – very 

quiet. But, he was so excited that his first words 

were, “You’ve got to go next year.  It was so 

amazing!” I said, “No way.  I’m not medically 

trained, and I don’t speak the language. What 

could I do?”  His reply, “You have no idea how 

much support staff is needed to make these 

missions work.”  I had no idea, 

but said, “OK, I’ll go next year,” 

thinking one trip and I’ll be 

done. 

I  went and fell in love … with 

the doctors and pharmacists 

showing us what to do, 

everyone working together to 

accomplish the goal of reaching 

more people, and showing them that we cared 

not only for their physical bodies but also for their 

spiritual well being.  Our cooks, gringos and 

locals, do an incredible job of feeding us. We 

never go hungry! 

S oon, we were making life-long friends. Recent 

LAM Newsletters had stories about Tara and 

Charlene – two of those friends.  In 2016 we took 

a road trip and visited with and attended worship 

with friends in Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky and 

Valdosta, GA. But, it’s not just the gringos.  In July 

2018, Larry and I were in Gracias, Honduras where 

we saw
 
second generation Christians working with 

us that we had met as pre-teens ... so exciting! 

I  am grateful to God that he led us to LAM and 

all the incredible people that give of their time 

and money to make it work.  And, I am forever 

grateful to Nancy Farber for initiating Larry that 

first year and showing him the ropes. I love this 

work. I love the friends we’ve made both here in 

the USA and in Honduras, Peru, Panama, 

Nicaragua, Chile and El Salvador. 

T his is such a great work, BUT, as we all know, 

everything takes money to operate. Most of 

the native preachers and workers at the Bible 

School of the Americas and the Children’s Home 

on the same campus need our financial support.  

Many of the preachers have to work secular jobs 

to support their families as well as tend to the 

local congregation. The men 

from the U.S. that lead the 

mission efforts have to be 

financially supported, as well. 

They spend a lot of time away 

from their families leading 

mission teams and trying to raise 

funds for LAM. Working on a 

mission team and financially 

supporting this great work is 

something all of us can do!                                                               
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Bible School of the Americas 

T he Bible School of the Americas began as the Pan American Bible School, a preacher training class 

conducted by the Balboa congregation located in the old Canal Zone of Panama, in September of 

1965. It became too large for the space at the Balboa church building and relocated several times ... a 

room above a chicken coop ... a large building in old Panama ... a small campus in the Rio Abajo area of 

Panama City ... before settling on twenty-five acres in the Mañanitas area outside Panama City in 1993. 

Men throughout Central and South America have studied and graduated from the school. 

T he Bible School of the Americas offers 

a comprehensive study of the Bible, 

with emphasis on teaching and preaching. 

The campus is equipped with a reference 

library and computers to assist students in 

completing course requirements. Wives 

are also involved in the development of a 

preacher. They attend classes in Bible, 

Teaching Methods, and Family Values. 

M en are able to study in their own 

language and in familiar cultural 

areas. The plan of study covers more than 

fifty-six courses during their two year 

study. During this time, they receive 

intensive studies that prepare them to effectively confront the evil that faces the World without Christ. 

W hile attending school, men are involved in many activities, such as personal evangelism, 

evangelistic campaigns, medical campaigns, seminars and conferences, and work with local 

congregations. Life “on campus” is Christian Family oriented in living, in social activities and in studies. 

The entire focus of the school is “Training Faithful Gospel preachers in Latin America!” Following 

graduation, the men and their families return to their own countries to preach the Gospel to those who 

are lost. Imagine how many precious souls are reached by each student during his lifetime! 

T he shepherds at Forrest Park Church of Christ are the overseers of Latin American Missions. We trust 

that the Lord will continue to bless this work that has been entrusted to us. Our number one 

priority is training men in Latin America to be preachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Decades ago 

a school was established in Panama to train Latin American men to preach the Gospel of Christ in their 

own native tongue. Approximately five hundred preachers have already been trained. Please consider 

pledging monthly or annual support for more students to complete the two years of preparation.    

           "Seeking the Lost in Latin America Since 1958" 

Your Support Is Needed! 

This is a Gospel Opportunity to serve the Lord! 
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F rom January 1995 to December 1996, by the 

grace of God and the support of our brethren 

from LAM, my family and I received a scholarship 

for Bible Studies at the Bible School of the 

Americas in Panama. The training was the ABC’s 

that forged the basic and elemental principles for 

the learning and discerning of the word of God, 

both theoretical and practical. 

 

P ersuasion in reverent fear of the Truth of God 

has motivated the continuous study of the 

Bible. I was committed to establishing the local 

congregation in the municipality of El Crucero, 

Managua in 1997. This labor has remained with 

Brother Jairo Rodriguez as the preacher, also a 

graduate of the Bible School of the Americas. 

From 2003 until now, we have been committed to 

the local labor of the Church of Christ in Andres 

Castro where there are programs for ladies, 

children’s Bible class, and training for servants.  

T he Bible School of the Americas in Panama, 

instructors, the brethren from Latin American 

Missions, my family, and this servant have been a 

thrust point in the integration of seminars, 

debates, evangelistic campaigns, Bible camps, 

and conferences that have strengthened my 

service to our Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 12:2).  

Christ Keeps Us Always. 

Guillermo Hernández, Minister
Andres Castro Church of Christ 

Managua, Nicaragua  

Graduates of the Bible School of the Americas 

Guillermo, Wife, Two Sons, and One Daughter 
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¡Buenas!  

M y name is Nathan Woolard, and the other 

half to my whole is Julianna Woolard. We 

married in June of 2017. I am currently a Youth 

and Family Minister working with a body of Christ 

in Henderson, Kentucky, where my wife and I now 

live. We have been blessed to be a part of this 

work for over two years now and look forward to 

helping the Lord’s Kingdom grow in this area in 

the future. 

I n the summer of 2018, Julianna and I, along with 

Kate McIndoo, one of our Youth Group 

members, were blessed to have the opportunity to 

travel to Boquete, Panama with YES II. From the 

moment we landed, to the moment we departed, 

there was a constant focus on two things: building 

relationships and building disciples. We sought to 

get to know the people of Boquete and form  

relationships with them. Then, we strove to teach 

them about Jesus and lay a foundation of 

discipleship.  

W hen reflecting over the trip from the 

standpoint of youth (and ministry), there 

are two major takeaways that I deem invaluable.  

1. The first deals with Luke 18:24-25, which 

speaks of the difficulty the rich have in making 

it to Heaven. Of those we met in Boquete, 

most were by no means living in extreme 

poverty, yet seemed exceedingly impoverished 

in comparison to those in the United States. It 

makes sense, then, that we are the rich being 

described in Luke 18. Therefore, we must be 

careful to remember what is important in life. 

For those of us who work with youth, we must 

make sure to pass on this truth. It is far easier 

to shape a youth’s views of materialism, than 

to attempt to strip them from our lives when 

Building Our Youth for the Future 

Nathan Woolard, Henderson, KY 

they have been with us for a long time. 

2. The second takeaway is those who do the 

Lord’s work together, grow together. One of the 

biggest surprises about the trip was the deep 

relationship formed among those who were 

involved...whether translators, local church 

members, or team members. Julianna, Kate, 

and I knew no one going into the trip, but 

during the trip we formed deeper and more 

meaningful relationships than this world could 

ever provide us. When we have the same 

mission and are working toward that mission, 

we are bound together with bonds more 

powerful than anything the world can 

produce. We are bound by the spiritual and 

not merely the physical. If the youth are taught 

and challenged to do the Lord’s work through 

service and evangelism, then they will not only 

grow in their individual faith, but they will 

build strong, spiritual bonds with the members 

of the Body with whom they are working.  

It is up to us to encourage our youth             

in this way of working and living! 
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It’s that time of the year when we are privileged to make             

a difference in the lives of our children in Casa Hogar                 

and the children of our Bible School of the Americas’ 

student preachers in Panama. For many years we have 

shared the giving spirit of this time of the year. 

Put a smile on the face of our Latin American kids                       

this holiday season. Please give generously so they                   

know how much you care for them.  

Donate today @ …  

http://latinamericanmissions.org/donate/donate.htm 



In Memory of... 

Norma Jean Corbett 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Mary Harrelson 
       Lawanna Batten 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Luvenia Williams 
       M/M Paul Swanson        
Gloria Price 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Sam Christian 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Jack Cotterly 

M/M Paul Swanson 
Patricia Sweat 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Ann Blacklidge 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Angela Phillips 
       M/M Robert Wetherington 
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Honors and Memorials 
July - September 2018 

Ola Mae Eubanks 
       Lawanna Batten 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Eli T. Bolena 
       M/M Stephen Greene 
Ramona Pagels 
       M/M David Pagels 
Bob Bryson 
       Johnnie Sue Petrich 
Tanya Enloe 
       Pierce Flatt 
Josette Courson 
       Lawanna Batten 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Dave Huffman 
       Mercer CoC, Harrodsburg, KY 
Larry Leveille 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
 

About HONORS & MEMORIALS 
You may “HONOR” a special person or group of people by making a donation of  any amount to LAM.  

You may make a “MEMORIAL” donation to LAM in memory of a loved one who is deceased. Please use the 

printed form on the back page of  this newsletter when sending your donation  to the LAM office. 

Don Wisenbaker 
       Lawanna Batten 
       M/M Bill Ward 
       Dixon Vanhook 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
       M/M Colin DeLoach 
       Mary Dismuke 
       M/M Bruce Fykes 
       Beth White 
       Andy Register 
Lexie Fulp Sirmans 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Diane Brimhall 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Cindy Hingson 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Don McGuire 
       M/M Paul Swanson 

Gift Giving to LAM - Always in Season! 
Gift Planning helps you meet your personal, financial, and estate planning goals                                      

by making a lifetime or charitable gift to LAM. Consult your financial advisor. 
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Please consider supporting one or more of these Godly men and                      
their families. Your support of $25, $50, $100, or more per month has               

a tremendous impact on the lives of these faithful ministers. 

PANAMA:  
Jose Blandford  
Jose Chavarria 
Alicio Ellington  
Francisco Gonzalez 
Herminio Gonzalez  
Reyes Moran 
Rafael Paguaga  
Elio Quiros 
Eugenio Racine  
Agenor Rudas 
 

COSTA RICA:  

Ofilio Castañeda  

HONDURAS:  

Javier Arriaga  

Olvan Diaz  

Javier Flores  

Armando Galeano 

Carlos Hernandez, Sr.  

Enrique Ramirez 

Jose Elias Roque                  
Omar Rosales  
 

COLOMBIA: 

Fernando Ospina 

NICARAGUA:  

Guillermo Hernandez  

Juan Lopez 

Javier Nunez 

Corinto Rent 

Manuel Sosa  
 

PERU:  

Alberto Calderon 

Pablo Calderon  
 

BSAM: 

Students 

Graduates 

A planned gift is made in the future and doesn’t affect your current 

income. Because they are made after your lifetime, planned gifts 
are especially appealing during times of change. With these gifts, you 

can choose a method of giving that protects the immediate needs of 

your loved ones and may offer tax savings. Gifts of all sizes can make 
a big difference in securing the future work of Latin American 

Missions. Here are a few ways you can give: 

Include LAM in your will or trust. This is an easy and flexible way to extend your support. You can give 

a specific amount or leave a percentage of your estate.  

Donate retirement plan assets. Make a simple designation on your plan’s beneficiary  form, and you 
can save your heirs from a significant tax burden while supporting LAM. 

Donate a life insurance policy. Donate a policy by simply naming LAM as the beneficiary. 



MY DONATION IS FOR: 
❒ Where most needed 

❒ Bible School of the Americas 

❒ Preacher in need (Please write in name) 

    ________________________________________ 

❒ Printing Ministry 

❒ Benevolence / Disaster Relief 

❒ Children’s Home of the Americas 

 

MY DONATION IS: 
❒ one time gift  

❒ monthly giving of: $____________________ 

IN MEMORY OF: 
_______________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF: 
_______________________________________________ 

Given by: _____________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

City, St. ZIP: __________________________________ 

 

SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO: 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

City, St. ZIP: __________________________________ 

AREAS WHERE YOU CAN HELP! 

Please fill in and enclose this form when making your charitable contributions. 


