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ANOTHER SCHOOL        

YEAR HAS PASSED... 
Robert McLeod, Elder @ Forrest Park Church of Christ  

A nother School year has passed. The graduating class of 2017 

has received their diplomas and rings. They have now returned 

to their countries to begin their ministries in Christ to preach the 

Gospel. 

G raduation is always a day of rejoicing and celebration for the 

graduates. Each of the graduates know that the time has come 

to enter the field and apply the studies that they have learned and 

planted in their hearts. The inspired word of God in 2 Tim. 4:1-2 has 

given charge to each of the graduates to, “preach the word; be 

ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 

great patience and instruction.” This past year the school graduated 

six preachers from five different countries: El Salvador, Honduras, 

Colombia, Venezuela, and Nicaragua. This year, we have five 

second year students and ten new men entering the school as first 

year students.  

L atin American Missions Preacher Training School in Panama has 

facilities to train over 30 men a year to preach the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. This past year we had a total enrollment of 11 students. 

This coming year of 2018 we have a total enrollment of 15 men. As 

stated in Romans 10:15, we are failing in our goal to maximize the 

use of our facilities in Panama and send preachers to teach the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. This failure is not because of a lack of 

qualified men to train. It is because of a lack of funds to support an 

extra fifteen scholarships. The cost to support a student in the two-

year preacher training school is around $1000 dollars a month or 

$24,000 for the full two years of training. The Forrest Park eldership 

asks that you seriously consider taking on the support or even 

partial support to train a young man to preach the Gospel so 

together we can fulfill the Great Commission of our dear Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

This is a Gospel Opportunity! Please support preacher 

students at the Bible School of the Americas today. 
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14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have 
not believed? How will they believe in Him whom 

they have not heard?  

And how will they hear without a preacher?   
15 How will they preach unless they are sent?  

Just as it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news of good things!”    

   Romans 10:14-15 (NASB)  
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A  few weeks ago the Bible School of the 

Americas in Panama hosted a Future 

Ministers’ Training Camp. We had 43 young men 

ages 12-22 come from 24 different congregations 

in Panama. Their goal is to learn how to prepare 

and deliver a sermon along with many other parts 

of being a leader in the Church. I was put in 

charge of the games during the week. The boys 

would also enjoy some free time every afternoon 

that would be spent mostly playing soccer. 

W hile out buying the supplies needed for the 

games I had in mind, I saw a kite for sale. I                                                     

thought, “This could be a fun activity to try with 

some of the boys.” Some of our children at the 

Children’s Home would enjoy it as well. So, I 

bought the kite. 

A  lot of memories of my elementary school 

days flooded my mind...from riding my bike 

to school with my brother and friends to playing 

“Tug of War” at Field Day every year. One of the 

fond memories was “Kite Day.” On one March day 

every year, every kid at school got to bring a kite 

from home. They would play the classic song 

“Let’s go fly a Kite!” from Mary Poppins over the 

loudspeakers in each classroom, and we would all 

be pumped up to see how high our kites would 

fly. I remember  my Mom and Dad being there to 

help me fly my kite. What’s funny is I only 

remember that my kite always seemed to fly 

incredibly high and the joy I felt watching it soar 

in the sky above me. I don’t remember much of 

the process of making that happen. I assume now 

that my Dad and Mom did most of the work 

getting my kite  to soar high above me. I had not  

thought of that part when I bought the kite in 

Panama.  

S o, while many of the young men played 

soccer, I decided I would surprise everyone 

with the kite. I walked to a nearby field to see if it 

would fly. Everything on our campus is wide 

open, so pretty much everyone can see you from 
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Let’s Go Fly a Kite! 
Phil Waggoner, LAM Missionary 

wherever they are. I                                                 

realized it had been a                                                       

LONG time since I had even attempted                                    

to fly a kite and was trying to remember                                      

the trick to make it happen quickly. 

A s I took it out of the case, immediately 

Orlando “Pichu”, one of our groundskeepers 

and a handy-man here, came to help me. One of 

us held the kite while the other held the handles 

and strings. We tried running this way, running 

that way using different strategies. The kite would 

rise for a few seconds before crashing violently to 

the ground. After a few minutes, Orlando told me, 

“No Mas”, and went back to his work. For the next 

hour, several strategies were attempted. I could 

look in any direction and see adults and children 

watching me and the kite to see if it would fly. 

A drian, another groundskeeper, came and 

helped for awhile. People walking by or 

driving by the field, would yell out suggestions. 

Many of us took turns running this way, running 

that way, holding the kite different ways, and 

hoping for more wind, but the kite never would 

take off. It would fly for a few seconds...we would 

all get our hopes up, but it would inevitably crash 

to the ground, sometimes directly on its nose. I 

carried my kite back to my apartment, feeling 

much like Charlie Brown, as the young men 

hurried off to grab a quick shower before supper. 

T he next day there was a stronger and more 

consistent wind. When free time came, I again 

made my way to the field with my trusty kite, 

nicknamed “The Skunk.” Already folks were yelling 

ideas to me, and several young men were 

prepared to abandon the soccer game that day in 

order to help my kite take off. I felt a renewed 

determination from everyone on campus. There 

was a focus, an energy, an attitude, that THIS 

would be the day that “The Skunk” would truly fly. 

Several young men jumped in and took turns 

making attempts, offering suggestions, and 
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L atin American Missions has been bringing 

forth the Word unto the world for over 60 

years. During this time, tremendous growth and 

prosperity for the kingdom of God has been seen. 

1 Cor. 3:6 lays out a foundational principle for all 

Christians. As we go through life planting the seed 

in the hearts of the lost, God WILL give the 

increase. The heart of LAM is truly the heart of 

God in action. The vehicle in which the Word has 

been transported to men and women in Latin 

America are the hands and feet of our 

missionaries. They, as well as all the missionaries 

around the world who work to further the 

kingdom of God, spend countless hours in the 

fields to do the work that only a few have chosen. 

What is the future of Latin American Missions? 

What is the future of the missionary field? 

I n pondering this question, I am reminded of a 

song from the 1980s by George Jones entitled 

“Who’s going to fill their shoes?” There is a line in 

this song that I think speaks directly to the 

discussion of future missionaries. It says “Who’s 

going to give their heart and soul to get to me 

and you? Lord I wonder, who’s going to fill their 

shoes?” In 2 Timothy 1, we read of Paul’s 

admonishment to Timothy, his son in the faith, to 

continue in the work. Paul understood the need 

to not only convert souls, but to convert the 

hearts of men and to encourage, or “admonish”, 

them to take up the torch, fill the shoes, go into 

the fields, and share the Good News that was 

shared with them. “Hold fast the pattern of sound 

words which you have heard from me, in faith and love 

which are in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was 

committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

us.” 2 Timothy 1:13-14  

L et each of us search our hearts and encourage 

others to do the same so that the torch will 

stay lit  for the lost souls of this world. 

 Donnie Swilley, Elder  
 Forrest Park Church of Christ 

testing wind directions. 

A fter several minutes of running and lots of 

encouragement, a funny thing happened…

The Kite FLEW! It went as high as the rolls of 

string would let it fly. It was a beautiful sight to 

behold. People smiled and cheered. Everyone was 

excited. High Fives were given. Pats on the back 

were doled out. “The Skunk” could truly fly! 

How is the Christian Race                  
like flying a kite? 

1  You could probably run it alone, but it’s much 

better to run with others. If it had just been me, 

the kite probably would have never taken off. I 

would have gotten discouraged much sooner and 

possibly given up. We can all do so much more 

when someone is next to us...helping us and 

encouraging us, picking us back up after failure. 

2  Everyone wanted me to succeed. As the kite 

continued to crash time and time again, I 

didn’t feel like anyone was enjoying my failure. I 

didn’t hear any one laughing or encouraging me 

to quit. Every one gave me the feeling that they 

wanted to see the kite soar. They wanted to enjoy 

seeing it fly, and they wanted me to succeed. The 

same is true in the Christian race. I have failed a 

lot. I continue to fail and fall on my face. I am very 

thankful for Christian brothers and sisters who still 

love me in spite of my failings. I am thankful they 

still believe in me, in spite of watching me fail. It 

means so much, when one fails, to have someone 

standing there with a smiling face and a helping 

hand  saying, “We can do this. Get back up. Keep 

going.” 

3  Perseverance pays off. Day one was a failure. 

Day two was more failing before finally 

succeeding. What is the famous line? “Never, ever 

give up!” The Christian race is not easy. At times,  

it is down right difficult. But, we must Never, Ever 

Quit! Get back up. Keep going! The words of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, says in Revelation 2:10, 

“Be faithful until death, and I will               

give you the crown of life.“  
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Jack Farber                            
and                                                    

Agenor Rudas  

     The Bible School of the Americas holds commencement ceremonies 

each year for young men and their wives who have spent two years of 
intense Bible training in order to return to their native homes and teach 

the Gospel to a lost world. Two recent graduates who desire to “turn the 

world upside down” in Colombia need your help during 2018. 

Starting a New Labor in Neiva, Colombia  

Martin Márquez & Luis Fernando Martínez 
  

How was the place selected to start the labor?

Martin (originally from Venezuela): “Even during 
the time we were completing our studies at the 

Bible School of the Americas, we developed a plan  

to start a new labor for the Lord’s Church in the 
city of Neiva, Colombia. Upon graduation Luis  

went home to Columbia, and we were able to 

arrange for me to also go to Colombia.” 

How did you decide to work together?                                

Luis (from Colombia): “From the very beginning of 
our time at the Bible School, we found a great 

connection. Our dreams in God and the line of 

secular work we were doing were very similar. The 
strong fellowship of our families later transformed 

into a great friendship.”  

Why did you decide to work in Colombia and 
not in Venezuela?                                                                         
Martin: “The conditions in Venezuela were not for 
me to stay. I always contemplated being a 
missionary. Therefore, I was looking into other 
places. When we surveyed the churches of Christ 
in South America, there was a greater presence in 
Venezuela. However, Colombia, Chile, Argentina, 
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay reflect a smaller 
presence of the Church of Christ. The need is 
greater in Colombia.” 

Martin, was it difficult to get a work permit?         

Martin: “Since my wife’s father is Colombian, she 
will have citizenship in a short time. I am granted a 

permanent resident visa and that resolves the 

immigration situation.” 

For how long do you plan to work together?
Martin: “Starting a new church work will take eight 

to ten years. We are committed to begin and have 

it established. 

How do you provide for your family?                                                              

Luis: “The same vocations that united us. The 
friendship we enjoyed at the school allows us to 

develop a work together. Each one of us 

contributes a grain of sand according to our own 
capabilities. Martin develops software and web 

pages. I have the capacity to market the products 

that he develops. This allows us to work together 
and to know that we will be able to eventually self

-sustain our families.  

Who has the greatest influence in your work?                                                        

Martin: “We have both been able to see God’s 
guidance just by being at the Bible School 

together. All the things we have in common: jobs, 

ministry, and how we worked in the labor in 
Panama. We are of the same mind. When the 

opportunity came to work in Colombia, I took 

advantage because all things came together for 

us to get to Neiva. Luis has received me and my 
family and has shown us God’s hand in our 

mission.” 

What is your recommendation for the students 
if anyone of them wants to work as a team?                     
Martin: “Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says that when we 
work as a team, there is always someone who 
helps the other one. However, if one is alone, 
there is no one to pick you up. It is always best to 
work as a team. And most of all, to have God by 
our side. We see examples in the New Testament. 
Paul never worked by himself. Scriptures point us 
to work as a team instead of working by 
ourselves.” 

How many inhabitants does Neiva, Colombia 
have?     Martin: “Approximately 500,000”                                                   

How many congregations are there in Neiva?

Martin: “There is one small congregation with 

approximately 12 to 15 members. Until now, there 
has been no one trained to lead.” 

What plans are in process?                                         

Martin: “I arrived here five days ago. Luis has 

helped us with housing and some basic things for  
the family like school for the children.”  

Where is the small group of brethren meeting in 
Neiva, Colombia?                                                  
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I  love breakfast. It’s my favorite meal of the day. I still remember eating at my grandparents’ house. 

That generation, who were mostly living on farms, knew the importance of having a good meal to 

start the day of physical labor. When I visit a Cracker Barrel restaurant for breakfast, I order “Uncle 

Hershel” with ham, eggs, hash browns, and BISCUIT AND GRAVY! After such a great breakfast like that 

on the farm, you were alert and ready to handle the physical labor that started in the morning. In 

college, my second major was physical education. One key to all good health is a good diet ... which 

brings me to our work with children in Panama. 

L ast year we put an emphasis on a good meal for every child in Casa Hogar. There are many sources 

that back up the need for a child to start every day with a good breakfast. They are more alert and 

have the necessary drive to stay focused in their learning processes. As we traveled around the U.S. this 

past Fall, we explained that the Children’s Home budget was so tight we could only spend $3 a day per 

child.  It was simply a great challenge that needed to be changed. Our goal to increase the food budget 

for one year was $10,950.00. The response of monetary donations for the Children’s Home has been 

incredible! To date we have received $13,502.00 in one time giving and monthly commitments. So, for 

all of you out there who decided to pray for a child and then sent the cost of one meal in a month on a 

regular basis we want to say: THANK YOU!!! 

Y ou are making a difference. We are in the process of having our menus changed, and that has been 

because YOU CARED! PLEASE, KEEP IT UP! If you have not yet participated in this VITAL endeavor , 

then we invite you to be a grandparent or an uncle or aunt to these kids and make a difference in their 

lives. Please continue to send your monetary donations to LAM for the food budget at the Children’s 

Home. Contributions have improved the children’s food quality for the current year, but your support 

will be needed for future years to come.  

Eating at Grandma’s Table 
Jack Farber, Director of Bible School of Americas and Children’s Home 

"Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to                       

visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself                           

unspotted from the world."  (James 1:27, NKJV) 

Luis : “In a stall at the Communal Board. We pay 
rent on the weekends for the Sunday assembly. 
We gather at my apartment on Wednesdays and 
Fridays.” 

What is the plan’s priority right now?                             

Martin: “We have found several projects to 

develop in the area of our secular jobs. We must 
have income to provide food, clothing, and 

shelter for our families. We plan to begin the 

evangelistic work within the next couple of 
weeks.”                                                                    

Luis: “We are organizing the marketing 

presentation to find customers and building a 
portfolio for the things we create. We want to 

discover methods to obtain our own resources. 

We have made business cards and are organizing 

our work schedule.” 

If you had an opportunity to make a plea to 

the brethren from Latin American Missions, 
what would it be?                                                               

Martin: “1. Prayers from the brethren for the labor 

we are doing.  2. Financial support only during the 
beginning while we work to steady our feet and 

our secular work is prosperous enough to support 

our families.” 
 

Martin and Luis estimate $1,500 per family 
would allow them to adequately feed their 

families and provide basic necessities                               
in 2018 during this time of transition.  

To God be the Glory!                               
This is a Gospel Opportunity.                                                  

Mail donations for Martin and Luis to LAM .



 

T he Bible School of the Americas solemnized, 

along with the brotherhood of the churches of 

Christ in Panama, the culmination of two years of 

studies for the 2016 - 2017 Class. Six servants of the 

Lord (four of them with their wives) were able to 

complete the course of exhaustive studies provided 

by this institution of the Lord. The atmosphere of 

happiness and joy was contagious, and the pleasure 

of sharing with the graduates was evident to all in 

attendance. 

F rancisco González, one of the instructors, gave a 

speech to the graduates. One of the elders of 

the Forrest Park Church of Christ in Valdosta, GA, 

Robert McLeod, addressed the graduates with 

uplifting and encouraging words. Also, the Director 

of the Bible School, Jack Farber, shared the words 

that Paul dedicated to young Timothy when 

exhorting him to fulfill his ministry: 

"I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who will judge the living and the dead in his 

manifestation and in His Kingdom, that you preach 

the word; that you insist on time and out of time; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort with all patience and 

doctrine. " 2 Timothy 4: 1-2 

All of the instructors and staff members of the Bible 

School are proud to have trained the graduates who 

have now returned to their native countries. 

Congratulations to the Graduates! 

“What you have heard from me before many 

witnesses, this entrusts to faithful men who are 

qualified to teach others also.” 

2 Timothy 2: 2 
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EL SALVADOR  

 

Victor Abrego 
Single 

HONDURAS  

 

Rudis Ramirez 
Single 

VENEZUELA  

 

Martin Marquez 
Wife: Lieska 

13 Yr Old Girl 

4 Yr Old Boy 
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NICARAGUA  

 

Marcos  Hernandez 
Wife: Margarita 

Three Daughters 

14, 10, 4 Yrs Old 

COLOMBIA  

 

Luis Martinez 
Wife: Leydis 

9 Yr Old Girl 

4 Yr Old Girl 

NICARAGUA  

 

William Vallecillo 
Wife: Veronica 

14 Yr Old Boy 

10 Yr Old Girl 

The wives of married graduates also received            

diplomas and gifts for their completion of studies.   

Luis Martinez & Family from Colombia                                                            
Graduation is a Family Celebration 
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T heodore Roosevelt, the 26
th

 President of the 
United States, once said, "We cannot always 

build the future for our youth, but we can build 
our youth for the future." Having worked with the 
YES II program on several campaigns, I believe 
that they are building our youth for the future. I 
know of no program like it in our brotherhood.  

Y oung people are mentored in missions! 
Imagine that! Youth learn how to get and to 

guide a personal Bible study from seasoned soul 
winners. The YES II campaigns are much more 
than the door-knocking campaigns that we are 
used to in the States. They are much more than 
inviting people to Church services or giving them 
a tract. Please understand that I am not knocking 
these things. These things are excellent (Isa. 2:2-3).   I 
am simply making the point that the YES II 
campaigns go beyond these things.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y ES II campaigns are about sitting down and 
studying the Bible with lost souls (Acts 8:30-35). 

YES II campaigns are about gently instructing 
those that oppose themselves so that they can 
recover themselves from the snare of Satan (2 Tim. 
2:24-26). YES II campaigns are about young people 
remembering their Creator and becoming an 
example of the believers (Eccl. 12:1-2; 1 Tim. 4:12).  
YES II campaigns are about young people saving 
themselves and those who hear them (1 Tim. 4:16). 
Finally, YES II campaigns are about having a 
different young person in a week.  

Y oung people usually come home from YES II 
campaigns more content with what they have 

and more confident with what they know. I can 
wholeheartedly recommend this program to 
youth, to parents, and to churches. It is worthy                 
of your support and prayers.  

Wade Webster, College Station, TX 

Building Our Youth 

for the Future 

Future Ministers Training 

Camp on BSAM Campus 

January 22 - 28, 2018 
“Teens that Conquer the Ministry                                

with Conviction”   2 Timothy 1:12  

Represented Congregations: 24  
Campers: 43                      Baptisms: 3  

F irst, an overview of camp was given, and the 

entire staff was introduced. Each morning we 
had a devotional where a counselor shared the 

Word of God. The campers were in two groups: 

Timothy (13 to 16 years old) and Titus (17 to 22 
years old).  Classes taught included:  preparation 

and presentation of sermons, the  conviction of 

our ministry, song leading, personal evangelism, 

guidance for baptism, and serving the Lord’s 
Supper. 

F rancisco González transported campers in the 

van to and from the main station and to buy 

groceries. He spoke on several subjects. Jack 
Farber spoke and daily encouraged the teens. 

Rafael Paguaga selected the subjects for the 

campers, interpreted, and made the certificates. 
All campers were assigned to a counselor who 

oriented them in the conduct and character of a 

minister. Everything was kept in order. Phillip 
Waggoner supported us with games and group 

activities. My wife, Veronica, planned the daily 

meals, and the excellent cooks fed us well.  

Simeon Vasquez, Instructor 

Campers learn to rightly divide the Word. 



11 

Carlos Randolfo Ramírez, Preacher in Honduras 

M ay our Lord grant many blessings to you, 

today and always. I wish you success in your 

daily labors in the labor of the Lord. 

B rethren, the difficulty of making decisions, 

when one loves God, is that the family has to 

take a second place in our lives. “My faith has 

been tested through fire.” This month, I had to 

take my family’s support to repair my vehicle. It is 

the vehicle we use to go to the church building. It 

has been a very difficult month, killing ducks and 

chickens from the corral to feed my children, and 

also selling tamales to be able to travel to the 

congregation on the days of assembly. Also, we 

must buy the milk for my grandchild, Josías Jareth. 

It has not been easy for us. There were thirty 

ducks and we have had to eat fifteen, already, and 

some iguanas. But my family has not been 

hungry, thanks be to God. 

I  send you receipts of what I have spent on the 

vehicle. (Editor’s note: $1,084.54 expense when 

converted to U.S. dollar) My faith has not wavered. 

When we needed God the most, He was closest 

to us. We have debts to pay, but I trust that God 

will help us overcome our problems. I only ask 

you for your prayers. 

“We may not have turkey, but 
we have ducks and iguanas.” 

What’s For Dinner? 

Juan Francisco López, Preacher in Corinto, Nicaragua 

Juan’s letter recently received in LAM office: 

“I write to you respectfully to express how difficult 
my financial situation is. I recognize that it is not 
the mission’s obligation to keep my monthly 
financial support, but that you try to find support 
through congregations who donate to realize the 
labor of our Lord Jesus Christ here in Nicaragua. 

It has been two months that I’ve been receiving 
50% less in support. The necessary food for my 
family, I am not able to cover it. You helped me 
with my youngest son’s surgery, but the recovery 
medical treatment adds up. My oldest son started 
classes on February 5, and he needs school 
supplies. This worries me because I must provide 
for my family. 

Also, concerning the Church here: We have an 
opportunity to use a property for a low price, but 
we may miss the moment. The Corinto authorities 
have granted permission for us to clean the area 
and have worship services there. However, to be 
able to own it, we need to secure the property with 
$2,000 dollars. The process for the deed to the land 
would start immediately after that. But, we do not 
have the sources to do it. Also, we are in need of 
$1,500 dollars to be able to build a provisional roof 
with only the necessary things (potable water, 
electricity, and sewage). There are other parties 
interested, but since it is for a church, our 
authorities want to give us priority. Already as a 
Church, we have cleaned the land. If you could 
help us at some point with the cost of the deed        
and construction of a roof, we would appreciate it 
greatly. I leave my situation in your hands. Trusting 
in God for your answers.” 

We Need Help! 

“Concerning the Church here, we 
have an opportunity to secure              

a property for a low price.” 

Reports like these frequently come into the LAM office. Our hearts ache for these 
preachers as they deal with a shortage of financial support. Won’t you help support 

a preacher and his family in one of the Latin American countries? See page 15. 
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Ladies of Latin American Missions                                          

One Small Step by Women to One Giant Step for the Lord! 

M y, how time flies!  Have you heard that before?  For those 

of us who are older, we hear it almost daily. In the early 

1990s when Jack would go to the Bible School of the Americas, I 

would go with him and have Bible class every afternoon in the 

White House for the ladies whose husbands were preparing to 

become preachers. Sometimes, we would find time to work on 

visual aids for children’s Bible classes. Sharing God’s word with 

these ladies was a highlight I will always cherish. We usually 

started our first session with refreshments and get-acquainted 

mixers. What fun we had getting to know each sister and 

realizing God made us all in His image, no matter what country 

we were from or language we spoke. Our hopes and dreams 

were so much alike.  

A s time went on other ladies from the U.S. would join me for 

the one-week experience on the BSAM campus with a great 

group of women striving to be their best and preparing 

themselves for the Lord’s work. A few who came were Marta 

Cortez, Shelia Butt. and Rhonda Thompson, all godly women 

looking for ways to use their talents to serve the Lord. Some of 

my greatest memories are not specific incidents but rather the 

overall joy and happiness these women generated and their love 

for each other. This continues to this day. I have been so blessed.  

We never had a set time and date, but we usually worked 

around vacation times. For something that started very 

haphazard, this work has grown into a wonderful program. 

F ive years ago Jane Ligon, Connie Whiteman (which I 

introduced you to in the Summer 2017 LAM Newsletter) and  

I started going every February when the BSAM was having new 

student orientation. Jack planned the schedule so we would 

have time every afternoon from one to five for two whole weeks. 

OUR Vision was to have classes for ONLY those women whose 

husbands were currently in school.        

Simple: 1) Help prepare the ladies become preacher wives.                

2) Teach them to teach all ages in a classroom setting.                

3) Focus on personal purity, modesty, attitude, and doing God’s                    

will God’s way, leaving self and men’s opinions behind. 

But, OUR vision turned out to be short-sighted! 

Nancy Farber, 
wife of 

Panama Jack  
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GOD’s Vision has added:                                                               

1) Past graduates - Digma wanted to come daily.                

2) Teachers’ wives - Veronica, Simeon’s wife,  

     wanted to be in class.                                                                          

3) Family - Veronica’s sister, Fannie, “May I come?”         

4) From Casa Hogar -  Angelica, Wendy, Yadis,  

     Nicol, Denis, and Lucy                                                              

5) Daughter of first-year student, Diana - Valeria                 

6) Bellanida Sanchez, a grandmother who cleans  

    the offices and classrooms, asked “May my  

    granddaughter, Estefany, come?”                     

7) Translators - Ingrid, Nathaly, and Fannie 
 

W e get it, Lord.  Eyes that were once closed 

are now opened to see more opportunities 

to help prepare ladies in their teaching of the 

Lord’s word. 

Vision to be Added in the Future: 

1) Mothers at Casa Hogar 

2) Preachers’ wives in the area. 

3) Bible class teachers from local congregations. 

4) Christian women wanting to become teachers. 

There is no end to God’s Blessings in our 

endeavor to do “His Will, His Way”. 

T he dedication of these women and girls will 

amaze you. Look into their eyes and you see 

hunger and thirst for the Lord’s Word. You see the 

love the married women have for their husbands 

and their desire for success as a preacher knowing 

they are a big part of that. The students’ wives are 

mothers who care for their children. They are 

women who have left their native homes, families, 

jobs, customs, the foods to which they are 

accustomed if they are from outside of Panama. 

But, still they come! Why? BECAUSE…They love 

the Lord! Godly women follow their husbands to 

become better servants of God. A servant doesn’t 

choose where to serve. A servant does the will of 

the Master. 

S ee what I mean about how time flies. It has 

taken almost twenty years…from a few 

scattered ladies’ classes to an organized program 

helping the women in Latin America to be better 

prepared as servants for the Lord in their own 

countries. May God always be given the glory and 

His word continue forever and ever. 

W e all have a bucket list of things we want to 

do and the Peru lectureships was on my 

retirement bucket list. My wife, Linda, and I had 

been to Peru on several LAM mission trips, and 

we enjoyed the Peruvian brethren, the food, and 

the country. I retired on June 1, 2017 after 40 years 

with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida. Jack 

Farber contacted me last summer about speaking 

in the Lima, Peru lectureships. I immediately 

agreed, and the experience proved to be so much 

more spiritually rewarding than I had even 

anticipated. The lectureship focused on various 

aspects of the Lord’s Glorious Church with three 

speakers on Thursday and Friday and six speakers 

on Saturday.   

M y thoughts on this lectureship are summed 

up by Paul’s key words to the young 

minister in 2 Timothy 1:13, “Follow the pattern of 

the sound words, that you have heard from me, in 

the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus”.  It was 

uplifting for me to attend and play a very small 

part in this lectureship. The four Peruvian speakers 

and six American speakers were well prepared 

and the excellent lessons offered sound words 

which encouraged and fed me as well as the local 

church.  Each participant’s faith was built up with 

the lessons which focused on how I can help 

make the Church be what the Lord expects it to 

be. The lessons helped build our faith as Hebrews 

11:6 says we, “must believe that He (God) exists, 

and that He rewards those who seek Him”. Our 

faith was strengthened knowing that our God had 

a plan to redeem man through Jesus Christ and 

through the Glorious Church.  

T he local brethren were so exceedingly kind, 

hospitable, caring and showed the love that 

Jesus spoke of in John 13:35, when He said, “by 

this all people will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.”  The lectureship 

reminded me of what heaven will be like - 

brothers and sisters from across the globe loving 

one another, working together, and lifting our 

hearts and voices to bring glory and honor to our 

awesome God.   

Marty James, Jacksonville, FL  



 

In Memory of... 

Dave Huffman 
       M/M Lawrence Matthews 
       Sylvia Williams 
       Valdosta Toastmasters 
       M/M Barry Keene 
Jack Hutchinson 
       M/M Donnie Wisenbaker 
       M/M Bill Ward 
       Lawanna Batten 
       Andy Register 
       Pat Lester 
       M/M Colin DeLoach 
       M/M Donnie Allbritton 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Jerry Mack Crosby 

M/M Paul Swanson        
James George 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Jerry Williams 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Christine Bennett 

M/M Paul Swanson 
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Memorials 
October - December 2017 

William Brown 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
John Studstill 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
       Lawanna Batten 
       Ted Okolichany 
Annie Alderman 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Phyllis Fay Wisenbaker 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Eddie Laham 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
M/M Norman Sainz, Sr. 
       Anonymous 
Arthur Bodine 

 Marshfield Church of Christ        
Paul Sandoz 
       Marshfield Church of Christ 
Elizabeth Flora 
       Rosemary LaConte 
Robert Sizemore 

C. Laynette Sizemore 

Gloria Luke 
       M/M Randy Walker 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Mrs. Lupe L. Phipps (Martinez) 

Mr. Tony Martinez   
Tim Cozart 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Henry “Buddy” Bailey 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Anthony Newberry 

M/M Paul Swanson 
Joe Smith 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Martha Nell Boyd Dennis 

M/M Paul Swanson        
Frances Wade 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Goliath Wright 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Veanna Irvin 

M/M Paul Swanson 
Anita Harrison 
       M/M Charles Harrison 

About HONORS & MEMORIALS... 

You may “HONOR” a special person or group of people by making a donation of  any amount to LAM. You 

may make a “MEMORIAL” donation to LAM in memory of a loved one who is deceased. Please use the 

printed form on the back page of  this newsletter when sending your donation to the LAM office. 

Needs in the Mission Field 
BSAM Conducts Three Annual Lectureships in Latin America  

     Did you know that the Bible School is responsible for three lectureships during the year? Much 
planning and preparations are done on the campus in Panama City, Panama in order to kick off a week 
of speakers for adult lectures and teachers for children’s classes in June. An annual theme is selected 
and specific topics are assigned. Hundreds of people attend from all over Panama. The festive 
atmosphere on the beautiful campus is evidence of the Christian fellowship being enjoyed. 

     Then, in September the lectureship is repeated in Honduras, 
and in December the lectureship is repeated in Peru. Several of 
the BSAM instructors, Agenor Rudas, Francisco Gonzalez, and 
Simeon Vasquez, travel to these countries and share the same 
wonderful lessons with other brethren. (See page 13.) One of the 
largest expenses is travel fares. Could you help with these 
expenses this year? This is a Gospel Opportunity for all. 

Attendance at Lectureship in Honduras 
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Please consider supporting one or more of these Godly men and                      
their families. Your support of $25, $50, $100, or more per month has               

a tremendous impact on the lives of these faithful ministers. 

PANAMA:  
Gilberto Blandford 
Jose Blandford  
Jose Chavarria 
Alicio Ellington  
Francisco Gonzalez 
Herminio Gonzalez  
Reyes Moran 
Rafael Paguaga  
Elio Quiros 
Eugenio Racine  
Agenor Rudas 
 

 

 

HONDURAS:  

Javier Arriaga  

Pedro Celestino 

Olvan Diaz  

Javier Flores  

Armando Galeano 

German Gamez  

Carlos Hernandez, Sr.  

Enrique Ramirez 

Jose Elias Roque                  
Omar Rosales  
 

COSTA RICA:  

Ofilio Castañeda  

COLOMBIA: 

Fernando Ospina 
 

NICARAGUA:  

Jimmy Harvin 

Guillermo Hernandez  

Juan Lopez 

Javier Nunez 

Manuel Sosa  
 

PERU:  

Pablo Calderon  
 

BSAM: 

Students & Graduates 

Be ready in season and out of  season. 

2 Timothy 4:2  

LAM  i s  provid ing G ospel  O pportunit ies  for All !  

Convince, 

longsuffering                                               

and teaching. 
Exhort, 

with all 

Rebuke, 



 

 
 

 
-  

 

 

AREAS WHERE YOU CAN HELP! 
MY DONATION IS FOR: 
❒ Where most needed 

❒ Bible School of the Americas 

❒ Preacher in need (Please write in name) 

    ________________________________________ 

❒ Printing Ministry 

❒ Benevolence / Disaster Relief 

❒ Children’s Home of the Americas 

 

MY DONATION IS: 
❒ one time gift  

❒ monthly giving of: $____________________ 

IN MEMORY OF: 
_______________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF: 
_______________________________________________ 

Given by: _____________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

City, St. ZIP: __________________________________ 

 

SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO: 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

City, St. ZIP: __________________________________ 

Please fill in and enclose this form when making your charitable contributions. 


