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The Great Commission:  

A Plea of Love 
Ben Bailey, Minister @ Central Church of Christ in McMinnville, TN  

A  very clear glimpse into the heart of Jesus concerning 

evangelism is found in Matthew 9:36-38.  The Scripture records 

for us, “But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 

compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like 

sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, "The 

harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."   With the 

motivation of loving God and loving others in mind (Mark 12:29-31), 

every Christian should feel compelled to tell others about the 

amazing love of God and salvation that is found in Jesus Christ.  

While there may be many ways a Christian can do this, one of the 

ways I have found to be very effective is through Latin American 

Missions (LAM) programs.   

T he focus of Latin American Missions is to train native men to 

preach the Gospel in their native language.  Having been 

involved with several campaigns through LAM, I can honestly say 

that the local preacher is the key to the success of this work.  The 

more work the native preacher is able to do, the more successful 

our campaigns were.  In addition, the more follow-up and continual 

evangelism he is able to do in his local community, the more souls 

were added to the church.  The only problem to this otherwise 

ideal situation is these native preachers need more training in God’s 

word and evangelism to support their families and do the full time 

work of ministry.  As the Holy Spirit says, “And the things that you 

have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 

faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2)  LAM 

is committed to fulfilling the words of God in 2 Tim. 2:2.  Yet, we 

cannot do it alone.  This is where we need your help.  LAM needs 

your help to train these men to do the work of an evangelist.  Your 

monetary donations will go directly toward helping native 

preachers learn God’s word and how to effectively teach the Gospel 

to the lost.  Please help us with this endeavor.  The only thing 

hindering us in fulfilling this great work is monetary donations.   

Thank you for your consideration in this matter and may God 

continue to help us reach lost souls in Latin America. 
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The only thing hindering us in fulfilling this 

great work is monetary donations. 
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T he fun was with the children of the 
Children's Home. On Friday night at the 

end of the week we had a hamburger and hot 
dog supper with all the students and teachers 
at the BSAM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack teaching a short course at EBA. 
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Teaching … Fellowship … Fun 
Jack Farber, Director of the Bible School of the Americas 

W hat a great week it was in Panama as I 

taught the book of Hebrews to the first 

and second year students at the Bible School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This grand epistle was presented from a 

thematic and expository perspective. 

Discussions included problems the author 

confronted during his life and applications 

contained in the letter for the daily life of a 

Christian today. 

E ach day, a group of verses were assigned to 

the students for memorization. These 

verses are essential for a preacher and his 

family when evangelizing and putting them 

into practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I t is a true blessing to join these great 

instructors and administrative personnel at 

the Bible School each year. The fellowship with 

the native brethren is encouraging on the Bible 

School campus and when speaking at  different 

congregations in Panama.

August 25 - September 2, 2017 

Brethren of the church worshiping on campus. 
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     One purpose of giving is a 
pleasurable privilege! Whether you                 

are the WIDOW who can only give                    
two mites OR the WEALTHY who can                
give hundreds, thousands, or millions, 

giving money for evangelism                            

is rewarding! 

S ure, there is the emotional side of giving 

money that is rewarding. You know that 
feeling.  The inward swelling of emotion that leads 

to the tears that flow down your cheeks. That 

feeling you get…when you see the smiling faces 
and joy of the kids from the Children’s Home 

opening their Christmas gifts, or when you go on 

a campaign and give away your lunch to others 
that are staring at you with those eyes of hunger...  

and the list goes on. 

B ut, the biggest reward is that your giving will 

endure forever. Now, that's something to 
think about! The records of famous heroes and 

athletes of this world will be forgotten, but the 

record of Christians who gave of themselves will 
be remembered -- FOREVER!  Psalm 112:9 reads 

that a Godly person “… has distributed freely; he 

has given to the poor; his righteousness endures 
forever.” Your Christian giving of money, time, and 

effort may not be recognized or appreciated now, 

but it will be for all eternity. May we keep your 
sights set on retirement in heaven and lay up our 

treasures there!  We will all take our record of 

Christian giving with us into eternity. It's a 
sobering thought that for some Christians, this 

may not be much of a reward. 

A Godly person distributes freely;         
he gives to the poor; and                                 

his righteousness endures forever.                                               
- Psalm 112:9 - 

 Doug Daugherty, Elder  
 Forrest Park Church of Christ 

How do you want to be remembered? 

A  planned gift is made in the future and 

doesn’t affect your current income. Because 

they are made after your lifetime, planned gifts 

are especially appealing during times of change. 

With these gifts, you can choose a method of 

giving that protects the immediate needs of your 

loved ones and may offer tax savings. Gifts of all 

sizes can make a big difference in securing the 

future work of Latin American Missions. Here are 

a few ways you can give: 

Include LAM in your will or trust. This is an easy 
and flexible way to extend your support. 
You can give a specific amount or leave a 
percentage of your estate.  

Donate retirement plan assets. Make a simple 
designation on your plan’s beneficiary  
form, and you can save your heirs from a 
significant tax burden while supporting 
LAM. 

Donate a life insurance policy. Donate a policy 
by simply naming LAM as the beneficiary. 

 
A PERFECT GIFT TO HONOR A LOVED ONE 

I sn’t it a good feeling knowing that when you 

give to Latin American Missions, you make a 

difference in someone’s life? If you have a friend 

or family member—living or deceased—whose 

life has been a legacy of loving and caring for 

others in need of the saving gospel of Christ, 

consider making a memorial or tribute gift to LAM 

in his or her name. Even small gifts can add up to 

make a big impact.  
 

Thank you for your past,                                       
present, and future support of                                         

Latin American Missions.                               
Because of your generosity, we                       

can truly make a difference today                       
and in the coming years.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20112.9
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I  want to share with you  

about a young lady 

named Meivis. Her parents 

are married, have two other 

children, and live in the 

province of Darien in a 

small village that you have 

to go by car, boat and then 

4-wheel drive to get to. 

There is no middle or high-

school anywhere close by 

so she lived at a school 

during the week and 

traveled to her home on the weekends when they 

had enough money. Her father is a farmer and 

was a preacher for the Pentecostal church at the 

time; now her mother and sister attend the church 

of Christ. Meivis came to the Children’s Home in 

March of 2009 when she was 14 years old. Just 

two months after arriving, Meivis was baptized, 

though I believe she was not truly converted until 

many years later. Once she did understand and 

believe Jesus’ teachings, she began to live them. 

She participated in activities with the church, 

always helping in the kitchen and, though not as 

frequently, helping in children’s Bible class. Her 

attitude also changed. 

M eivis 

will be 

23 years old  

in November. 

She is in her 

fourth year of 

college 

studying 

agriculture 

and animal husbandry and plans to graduate in 

December of 2018. Until March, she lived in the 

Children’s Home and studied at the National 

University. This year, however, because of the 

course of study and because of a lack of farm 

land near Panama City, she and her classmates 

had to transfer to another city about seven hours 

away. It was exciting to help her set up for a 

successful school year and buying the basic 

supplies for the apartment she shares with a 

classmate. It was also difficult leaving her so far 

away and alone. She has done well and learned a 

lot about life and how to take care of herself. 

She’s experienced many firsts this year, like 

grocery shopping, cooking her own meals each 

day, and being sick far from home. She’s doing so 

well and we are proud of her successes and the 

Christian, young lady she has become. 

E arlier this year, Whitney, a Christian teenager 

from Augusta, Georgia helped with just over a 

month’s worth of Meivis’ expenses when she took 

it upon herself to raise money to donate to the 

Children’s Home. This young lady has a servant’s 

heart, and she is to be commended for putting 

into practice what Jesus teaches us about caring 

for and fulfilling the needs of others. “… the Son of 

Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve…” (Matthew 20:28) Thank you, Whitney! 

I n addition to Meivis, there is a young man in 

college studying graphic design and making 

exceptional grades. We have one kindergartener, 

three first graders, one second grader, one fifth 

grader, one eighth grader, two ninth graders who 

will graduate and begin specific programs of 

study in high school next year, one tenth grader, 

and three twelfth graders who are projected to 

graduate in December and either begin working 

or continue studying in the free technical school. 

Six children are currently not attending school. 

T he cost to send a child to elementary, middle, 

or high school next year will be nearly $1,000 

per child. This includes school uniforms, shoes, 

book bags, transportation, registration fees, 

Serving for Success 
Sarah Dutton, LAM Missionary @ Children’s Home of the Americas 
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tuition, supplies and materials. If you would like to 

follow Whitney’s example and help a child, or 

children, study next year, please send donations to 

Latin American Missions with a note stating your 

donation is for educational costs at the Children’s 

I t’s that time of the year again when we are privileged to make a difference in the lives of our 

children in Casa Hogar and the children of our Bible School of the Americas student preachers 

in Panama. For many years we have shared the giving spirit of this time of the year. 

P ut a smile on the face of our Latin American kids this holiday season. Please give generously 

so they know how much you care for them.  

Donate today @ http://latinamericanmissions.org/donate/donate.htm. 

Home. We look forward to many more success 

stories like that of Meivis.  

Serving together, we can bring                        

about many successes! 

First day of  
Second Grade 

First day of  
Senior Year Representing the African-American Community 
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Guest Author 

 LADIES OF LAM 

The world looks blue and green and the snowcapped mountains white. 
From a distance, we all have enough and no one is in need.                                                                   

There are no guns, no bombs, no disease, and no hungry mouths to feed. 
From a distance, we are instruments marching in a common land. 

From a distance, you look like my friend even though we are at war. 
From a distance, there is harmony, and it echoes throughout the land. 

God is watching us from a distance. 

Friday, 4:30 am … “This little piggy went to 

market. This little piggy stayed home.” OK, this is 

early in the morning, but one does crazy things 

when one leaves the Olive Garden and TGIFriday 

behind. 

6:00 am … American Air Lines check-in line.               

"May I help you?" 

"Please…I’m checking two bags." 

"Let’s see, does Mexico allow checking all the way 

through?" 

Pause… "Why are we going to Mexico?" 

"Where is Tegucigalpa?" 

"Honduras." 

"Well, then, I guess you wouldn't want to go to 

Mexico." 

She questioned my food bag. 

"If I have to see the sunrise, couldn't we just tape 

and watch it around noon?" 

OFF TO HOUSTON … Change planes.   

Only an hour late.  No problem - be flexible. 

"This plane is smoking."   

Not to worry, it's just condensation. “El flotation 
collars”, in case of emergency water landing.  
Yellow is not my color - but I'll make an exception.   

Arrive Tegucigalpa ... Depart on an overcrowded bus.    

Things I learned on the bus trip. We stopped 

frequently to see if we were losing luggage out of 
the bottom. Las Animas is in mountains - high 

mountains. It gets very cold. Last time the group 

went to this area, the Red Cross had to rescue 
them with lots of blankets because it got so cold.  

Space is limited. You can't get there by interstate. 

“From a distance, the whole world looks blue and green 
and the snowcapped mountains white.” 

Set up house-tent ... Will be known as Honduran 

Hilton (HH).  Have sleeping quarters, food, 
dressing table made from two children’s chairs, all 

the comforts of home, if you live in a 6 x 6 tent. 

Woops. Starting to rain on my HH, and I am 
under a roof. I’ll just move the HH. Wrong again.  

Too many things in it already. Hope the water 

repellent fabric and my rain cape work. Did we 
bring gopher wood?  We’re going to need an ark.  

I know the animals are here. 

“From a distance, God is watching us…”                        
And, yet He is right here. Thank you, God. 

Devotional ... Luke 4:16. Jesus preached the 

gospel, healed the sick, taught about Himself and 

the Father.  People were set free from sin and the 
demons of sin. Matthew 25:34-40 … When we 

feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe 

the naked, take care of the sick, we are doing that 
to Christ.  “I’ll never forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5-6. 

There are times in our lives when someone touches us with the day to day activities on a campaign.  
Some things break your heart, and you cry.  Others make you laugh so hard you cry. And, a lot 
of things we do not verbalize but think in our minds. The author prefers to remain anonymous, but  
she certainly strives to do the Lords will.  Come take her journey as she leaves the USA and 
spends some of her days in Honduras.  Get a cup of coffee or a glass of ice tea, sit down, relax 
and enjoy excerpts of her view... “From A Distance.”  --Nancy Farber 
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Worship ... sang 

a song I did not 
know, “At the 

Cross.” Thus, 

might I hide my 
blushing face 

while His dear 

cross appears. 
Dissolve my 

heart in 

thankfulness,  
and melt mine 

eyes to tears.   

From a distance, 
it looks like 

everyone is 

healthy ... but 
they are not.  

God is watching us. 

Some “turkey” is already up making noise ... some 

guy from Georgia.  His name is Jack Farber, and 

he is singing, “Let’s Go Fly a Kite”. We get up, so 
he will shut up. 

Devotional ... When Christ came to earth, people 
had what they needed to survive, but no purpose 

for living.  We now have a purpose: to obey God, 

to help each other, and to love one another. 

Took a shower. “You smell better.” “Gracias.” 

“What are you wearing?” “Just my eau de bleach”. 

Villager baptized after studying during the day.  

Amen. 

From a distance God is watching and the 

angels are rejoicing. Christ has added another 
soul to His body, and He is present in the heart of 

this new Christian. 

Devotional ... Philippians 4:13 ... “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Children come 

in with infected 

feet. We clean 

them, put 
medicine on 

them and tell 

them to wear 
shoes. They 

have No Shoes! 

From a 

distance, it 

looks like 

everyone is 

warmed and 
filled.  But, up 

close there are 

thousands who 
are very hungry. 

From a distance, 
it seems as 

though the 

right thing to 
do is to share.  

God is watching 

to see if we do. 

Must have 
dozed, but never 
fear.  Jack is here 
to agitate me 
again. 

Wave goodbye 
to villagers. They are all crying. Those on the bus 
are doing the same. 

It is impossible to hold back the tears. 

Jack thanked the team members and encouraged 
us not to forget the faces of those we saw and 
treated.  They are depending on us to tell the 
story. Christ is depending on us to tell the story.  
“May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I 
do not remember you.” Psalm 137:6. 

From a distance, we cannot see these terrible 
poverty-hungry, dirty, sad men, women, and 
children. Jesus says when we care for them, we 
are caring for Him. I’ve seen Jesus hundreds of 
times here.  Have I treated them like God’s Son, or 
have I waved them on past? Did I touch them with 
gentle hands, or did I touch only what was 
necessary to make a simple diagnosis. Did I treat 
the broken hearts and broken spirits? God forgive 
me, if I didn’t. 

 

 
   Ladies, if you 
have been involved 
in LAM in any 
way, would you 
send us an article 
telling of your 
experiences and 
pictures of where 
you have been.  

   Have a great 
day in the Lord! 

FROM A DISTANCE ... 
I can still see the faces of sick children. 

I can still hear the children singing. 

I can still feel their arms as they reach out to hug me. 

I can still remember walking in the night through a pig pen to the                 
watering hole to baptize a man who is now my brother. 

I can still recall the good times our team had every day. 

I can still see through the tears that the inconveniences we  encountered 
are nothing compared to the sacrifice  God made for us. 

I can still keep smiling because I know this is temporary. 

From a distance, I pledge to return and help again. 
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I n 2011, I moved to Valdosta, Georgia, to attend 

Valdosta State University. It was not my first 

choice of colleges, but it was the one where, I 

believe, God’s providence led me. I am eternally 

grateful to the Forrest Park Church for its impact 

on me spiritually. I had not been a member at 

Forrest Park long before Spencer Broome began 

persuading me to attend a YES II trip with him. 

Though a couple of years passed, I finally had an 

opportunity to go on my first mission trip in 2014, 

and since then, I have not missed a YES II trip. 

Now, I want to share with you a few things that I 

experienced on the trip and share how a short 

week not only changed my life, but could change 

yours too.  

The Impression  

D uring college, my professors always talked 

about a method of teaching called “Gradual 

Release.” This method involves three steps: I Do, 

We Do, and You Do. With this method, the 

teacher demonstrates how a task is completed, 

gives help and support while doing the task 

together, and then finally, the student does the 

task on their own while the teacher watches. This 

is the simple method that the YES II program uses 

to teach young people how to conduct home 

Bible studies in Latin America. By the week’s end, 

many of the youth conduct home Bible studies 

using this teaching method. If you are a young 

person who wants to learn 

how to effectively teach 

your friends the Gospel, 

come on a YES II trip.  

The Impact 

A s a teacher, I have the 

blessed opportunity of 

impacting students’ lives 

Austin Fowler, Dalton, Georgia 

every day, and with YES II, I have the opportunity 

to continue teaching through the summer, 

teaching the Word of God. Though I’d like to 

believe that I am impacting people’s lives, I am 

the one who is experiencing great change. These 

trips have made me more thankful for what I 

have, made me a better Bible class teacher, and  

made me a better soul winner for Him. The 

impact that I am able to have on the people in 

Latin America is so much more than I will ever 

have on my students in my classroom.  

The Investment  

W ithout money, LAM could not operate. The 

many areas that need support are the 

Children’s home, native preachers, BSAM 

preacher students, native churches and our 

missionaries. I want to challenge you to give 

twenty dollars a month to just one of these areas. 

Please contact me or the office staff, and we can 

point you in the right direction. Twenty dollars in 

Latin America can go a long way, but I want you 

to look at this differently as an investment. You 

are investing in someone’s work for the Lord and 

reaching lost souls who need a Savior.   

An Educator’s View on                      

Mission Work 



by Donna Swilley, Bookkeeper  

Counting the Blessings 

A s the bookkeeper for Forrest Park and Latin American Missions, I do a lot of 

Counting. I Count people, I Count countries, and, of course, I Count 

money. However, more importantly than all of the physical Counting that I do, I 

have learned that with every number there is a Counted blessing! Latin American 

Missions was started from the vision of several who wanted to fulfill the blessed 

commandment given in Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel 

to every creature”. But, this vision has only been made possible from the desire 

of every individual and congregation who have chosen to Count it a blessing to 

be a part of this work. I have the privilege of witnessing firsthand the love that 

exists within the brotherhood. There are so many needs that must be Counted: 

the need to teach the gospel; the need to feed a child; the need to support a 

preacher; the need to help benevolently with medical or family emergencies; the 

need to help a congregation have a meeting place for worship to call their own. 

So many needs, but every time a need is met, it is a Counted Blessing.  

O ne of my favorite Biblical accounts is of the young servant girl in 2 Kings 5.   

I am reminded through her example that we can always find a way to bless 

others. No situation that we encounter should ever become so much that we 

cannot find a way to Count our blessings and share a blessing with others. 

Through the young servant girl, we learn to share what we have been given, 

whether in word, in deed, or from our physical blessings with those who are less 

fortunate and in need. In so doing, even the smallest of deeds can have a 

tremendous impact that can last a lifetime, or even an eternity.  

S o, as I continue to Count the blessings, I pray that each of you will continue 

to also Count the blessings and share every blessing with another child of 

God. Please contact me if you want to know of a specific area within Latin 

American Missions that you can help. And, as always, continue to remember this 

work in your prayers and To God Count the Glory! 
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In Memory of... 

Don Weinhardt 
       M/M Bryan Adams 
       Wanda Aldinger 
       M/M Eddie Merrill 
       Kenneth Weinhardt 
       M/M Dale Boyd 
Ludie North 
       M/M Bill Ward 
       Lawanna Batten 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Dave Huffman 
       Donna Hickerson 
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Honors & Memorials 
July - September 2017 

William Waller 
       Lawanna Batten 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Robertha Lawrence 

M/M Paul Swanson        
Francis Oakes 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Joe Ingram 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Beatrice Wyche 

M/M Paul Swanson 

Bob Lolley 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Brent Lavender 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Julia Yeomans 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Theresa Johnson 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
William Rich 
       M/M Paul Swanson 
Linda Hatcher 
       M/M Mike Medeiros

About HONORS & MEMORIALS... 

You may “HONOR” a special person or group of people by making a donation of  any amount to LAM. You 

may make a “MEMORIAL” donation to LAM in memory of a loved one who is deceased. Please use the 

printed form on the back page of  this newsletter when sending your donation to the LAM office. 

Needs in the Mission Field 
Children’s Home in Panama 

     What a joy to be on campus, but things tug 
at your heart. A typical 

meal with the children 

at Casa Hogar is a small 
piece of meat, rice and 

lentils. One of the goals 

this year is to raise the 

quality and variety of 
the food. At the present 

time we spend $3.00 a day per child for food. 

We ask for your love and participation in 
donating funds to 

increase this to $4.00 a 

day per child which will 
enable us to improve 

the quality of the 

children’s nutrition. 

Graduation Expenses at BSAM 

 

 

 

 

     In early December the Bible School of the 
Americas presents diplomas, gifts, and traveling 
expenses to graduating students and their 
families returning to their native countries to 
begin their work as a gospel preacher. This 
involves bus fares within the country of Panama, 
but for those traveling to other Latin American 
countries, air fare is required. Also, new students 
need transportation in late January to arrive on 
campus and begin their two years of study. We 
need your help! Please make a donation to LAM 
today and bear this financial need!  

2016 Class  of Graduates 



Gift Giving to LAM - Always in Season! 
Gift Planning helps you meet your personal, financial, and estate planning goals                                      

by making a lifetime or charitable gift to LAM. Consult your financial advisor. 
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Servants in Need! 
Please consider  supporting these Godly men and their families.  

Your support of $25, $50, $100, or more per month has a tremendous  
impact on the lives of these faithful ministers. 

PANAMA:  
Jose Blandford  
Alicio Ellington  
Francisco Gonzalez  
Reyes Moran 
Atilio Perez 
Alonso Racine 
Eugenio Racine  
 

COSTA RICA:  

Ofilio Castañeda  
 

PERU:  

Pablo Calderon 

HONDURAS:  

Javier Arriaga  

Pedro Celestino 

Carlos Diaz   

Olvan Diaz  

Javier Flores  

Armando Galeano  

Carlos Hernandez, Sr.  

Daniel Hernandez 

Elias Roque                  
Omar Rosales  

COLOMBIA: 

Fernando Ospina 
 

NICARAGUA:  

Jimmy Harvin 

Javier Nunez 

Manuel Sosa  
 

CHILE:  

Wilson Barreto  
 

BSAM: 

Students & Graduates 
 



AREAS WHERE YOU CAN HELP! 
MY DONATION IS FOR: 
❒ Where most needed 

❒ Bible School of the Americas 

❒ Preacher in need (Please write in name) 

    ________________________________________ 

❒ Printing Ministry 

❒ Benevolence / Disaster Relief 

❒ Children’s Home of the Americas 

 

MY DONATION IS: 
❒ one time gift  

❒ monthly giving of: $____________________ 

IN MEMORY OF: 
_______________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF: 
_______________________________________________ 

Given by: _____________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

City, St. ZIP: __________________________________ 

 

SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO: 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

City, St. ZIP: __________________________________ 

Please fill in and enclose this form when making your charitable contributions. 




