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Children’s Home  
Why We Serve  
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you fed me, gave me drink, welcomed me, clothed me, visited me and came 
to me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me” Matthew 25:36-40 

Twenty-eight. That’s today’s magic number. That’s how many souls and 

lives we have the possibility to directly impact through the course of the 

day in the Children’s Home of the Americas. 

Generally, my closing remarks center around asking for prayers. However, 

I have realized I’ve got it backwards. That’s actually where I need to 

begin and needs to be the focus of everything I do and say. So, this time, I 

will commence by asking you to pray and provide you with different 

needs to pray about throughout the article. The Father has promised that 

“…He hears the prayer of the righteous.” (Proverbs 15:29b)  

Pray for the 28 children, teenagers, and young adults living in the 

Children’s Home. “…The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 

avails much.” (James 5:16)  

(Continued on page 5) 

by Sarah Dutton 



One of the great threads that run through the New Testament 

story is concerning a collection that was being taken up for the 

poor Jewish Brethren in Jerusalem. Paul says that this 

collection will help the Gentile Christians to acknowledge the 

spiritual debt they have to their Jewish brothers (Romans 

15:26-27). This collection is specifically what Paul is 

reminding the Corinthians to be giving for, “that no collections 

be made when I come” (1 Cor. 16:2). Paul solicits funds from 

congregations all over Galatia, Achaia, (2 Cor. 9:2) and 

Macedonia (2 Cor. 8:1). This collection provides a further 

bond in the body of Christ between Christians all over the 

world as they are allowed to share in their affliction through 

the offering (Phil. 4:14). 

Paul writes extensively about this collection in 2 Corinthians 8 

and 9 to the Corinthian congregation who had been one of the 

earliest to commit to help in this effort. It is their readiness 

that Paul actually uses to inspire the Macedonians and other 

congregations (2 Cor. 9:2-3). Unfortunately there was a 

disconnect for some reason between their initial desire and 

actually carrying out the commitment of their hearts to help 

the Jerusalem brethren. The spirit is willing but the flesh is 

weak! Paul writes to encourage them to follow through with 

their commitment. First, he inspires the Corinthians with facts 

about how others have sacrificed, even giving “beyond their 

ability” to support this worthy effort. Second, he wants them 

to understand this is an opportunity for their faith to be more 

than words, to show evidence that their heart really belongs to 

the Lord. “I am not speaking this as a command, but as 

proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your 

love also” (2 Cor. 8:8). Paul pleads again, “show them the 

proof of your love and of our reason for boasting about 

you” (2 Cor. 8:24). Third, Paul wants the Corinthian 

Christians to be reassured that just as God is the source of all 

their wealth today, He will supply them with what they need to 

support the good works that will come in the future. “And God 

is about to make all grace abound to you, that always having 

all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for 

every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). Finally, he exhorts them to 

give because it will lead to the glorification of God (2 Cor. 

9:13). 

One of the great works and opportunities that exists in the 

brotherhood of Christ today is the work of Latin American 

Missions. Its mission to fulfill the great commission by taking 

the gospel to the entire world is seen on a daily basis as 

preachers are trained, children are cared for, mission teams are 

organized, and preachers are sent out to preach the word of 

God. If you are not supporting this great work then I would 

encourage you to start in the same way that Paul encouraged 

the first century church to support the brethren in Jerusalem. If 

you are not taking part in one of the greatest mission efforts in 

the world then you are missing out on an amazing opportunity! 

First, let me assure you that congregations and individuals all 

over the country are coming together to support this great 

work. Brethren are supporting preachers in local 

congregations, sending support for the care of children in need 

at the Children’s Home, sending mission teams made up of 

brethren from all paths of life, from doctors to teenagers, to 

make an impact with their lives, and building roofs and 

buildings for the use of the Church in these difficult areas of 

the world. Although a lot of people give a lot of money to this 

effort, there is more needed because there is more work to do. 

You can be a part of sending the gospel to this part of the 

world where you may never set foot. Second, this is the 

opportunity for us to show that our religion is more than just 

talk. If we truly believe that the message of Jesus Christ is true 

and that there are people in this world who are lost without it 

then we will be actively supporting efforts to take them the 

gospel. This can be accomplished by actually going or sending 

the support for someone else to do the work. Supporting the 

work of Latin American Missions is your opportunity to make 

your understanding of the gospel more than just words. Let 

your pocketbook reflect the claims of your heart! Third, I ask 

that you take a moment to consider why God has blessed you 

as much as He has. I really don’t think God is overly 

concerned about that new car or how many vacations we get to 

go on this year. Is it possible that God has blessed us so that 

we can be a vessel in his Kingdom (Matthew 25)? We are 

stewards of God’s incredible riches. That is true not only 

spiritually but also physically. May we never be guilty of 

focusing on ourselves to the point that we fail to be “rich 

toward God” (Luke 12:21). Finally, I pray that you would give 

to the work of Latin American Missions in order to bring glory 

to God. It is not just a check or a few dollars in an envelope. It 

is a sacrificial offering that comes to God as a “fragrant aroma, 

an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God” (Philippians 

4:18). 

We are a blessed brotherhood. May we never forget that or fail 

to give God glory for those blessings. At the same time, may 

we never forget that we have brethren all over this world who 

are not as blessed as us. They are in need. They are in need of 

the gospel. They are in need of training. They are in need of 

help for helpless children. Sharing in those things is a part of 

the work of Latin American Missions. I hope and pray that 

your congregation or you as an individual will make this work 

a priority in your budgets. One day may we meet many 

brothers and sisters who we never met in this life but we 

helped them to know Christ or just to get through one more 

day. 

Guest  Ed itor ia l—Sacr i f ic ia l  
Giv ing  

by Westley  Hazel  
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Mission Campaigns Led by Phil Waggoner in 2015 
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Totals 

Doctor's Patients 1221 n/a n/a 1096 1000 n/a 3317 

Pharmacy Patients 1231 n/a n/a 1133 1235 n/a 3599 

Prescriptions Filled 4285 n/a n/a 3445 5659 n/a 13389 

Eye Glasses Visitors 650 n/a n/a 629 440 n/a 1719 

Eye Glasses Dispensed 648 n/a n/a 629 440 n/a 1717 

Bible Studies 399 106 296 465 449 201 1916 

# of People in Bible Studies 517 169 450 591 542 271 2500 

Children's Class- Daytime 421 n/a 525 751 418 135 2250 

Children's Class- Night 165 194 261 418 98 177 1313 

Men's Bible Class 193 92 160 147 189 133 914 

Ladies' Bible Class 156 77 93 151 138 96 711 

Adult Class- Night 444 162 289 317 282 187 1681 

Teen Class 323 142 161 366 161 147 1300 

New Converts' Class 30 33 n/a 27 33 17 140 

Schools Visited 10 10 n/a 10 5 11 46 

Classes taught in Schools   n/a  45 26 71 

# of Kids taught in Schools 2732 1331 n/a 1094 1140 544 6841 

Dentist Patients n/a n/a n/a 231 n/a n/a 231 

Teeth Pulled n/a n/a n/a 365 n/a n/a 365 

Restorations 5 1 2 8 5 4 25  

Baptisms 9 3 6 10  20  4 52  

Cash or Check: may be the easiest form for many. You will receive a charitable tax 
deduction that will provide you with savings on your tax returns. Checks should be 
made payable to Forrest Park Church of Christ. 

Estate: a gift that keeps saving souls after you’ve gone. After taking care of loved 
ones, consider making a gift to Latin American Missions; wills can be amended 
through a codicil so the entire will does not have to be redrafted. 

Securities: it could include stocks or bonds; by making a gift of your appreciated 
securities, you can avoid paying capital gains tax that would otherwise be due if you 
sold these assets. 

Insurance: your life insurance policy is an excellent way to make a gift to LAM. If 
your life insurance policy is no longer needed or will no longer benefit your survivors 
consider making a gift and help further our mission. 

Give us a call if you have any questions: (229) 242-1069, ext. 205 



 

Dear Friends, 

As we close out 2015 we want to thank you for your faithfulness to Latin 

American Missions; a commitment that is clear through your financial 

support. We prepare for 2016 with anticipation, knowing that God has a 

plan for this ministry to continue touching lives with the hope of Christ; to 

continue changing hearts—and to continue saving souls in the process. 

We’re together in a powerful endeavor of teaching the lost of Latin 

America and we’re in this together. God is using us for His good and we 

must not look at it as a burden. We must take it on as a challenge of our 

generation—and to succeed in truly turning lives toward God. So—despite 

the odds—our plan is to continue moving forward as a ministry. We’re 

reminded that we always advance with wisdom; yet when it comes to 

matters of life, there is no room for retreat. With advancement in mind we 

send you this Newsletter. In the article from the Children’s Home, we see 

there are many great things going on. Our “Home” is raising children to 

love and serve God. This time of year each of us has the mindset of giving 

in our hearts. This year we are asking you to remember our Children and 

Students in the School of Preaching. It is important when you financially 

support LAM, launching into the New Year, your special gift gives a 

significant boost as we close out the year and set our course for 2016. If 

this is possible for you, we would appreciate your remembering Latin 

American Missions. If you are giving monthly, perhaps you will consider a 

“13th Gift” at this time, matching your regular investments in this 

ministry with an extra gift. Or if you give at other intervals, you may 

want to join many others who are planning a major gift as we enter the 

Holiday season. You can give online at LAM@ForrestPark.org. Every gift 

is appreciated, and every gift makes a difference. With the Holidays upon 

us, there is so much to be thankful for. We’re thankful for you and your 

heart for this ministry. It is—to be 

sure—an encouragement. Thank you 

for taking a moment to read this 

letter and remember this work. 

Sincerely, 

The LAM Staff 
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This year, the Lord has brought 

forth fruit in the lives of six young 

people in the Home and added 

them to His church. Saray came 

to us near the end of 2012 from a 

Catholic children’s home where 

she had lived for many years. It has been a challenge 

to open her mind to the Truth, but on February 4th she 

made the decision to put on Christ in baptism. 

Although she no longer holds tightly to the catholic 

traditions she was raised with, it continues to be a 

struggle for her to leave them behind and press 

forward. She is 16 years old and needs God’s 

guidance more than ever. On June 17th, Ivan was 

born again at 12 years old. He, along with his three 

siblings, has lived in the Home since November 2012. 

He is a natural leader and we expect great things 

from him in the Kingdom! One of the student’s from 

the Bible School studied several times with Julio and 

Manuel before they were baptized on September 

12th. Julio is 14 years old and has lived in the Home 

with his younger sister, Selena, since the beginning of 

2013. Julio and Selena’s father is a Christian who laid 

a strong foundation as they were growing up. We are 

prayerful that this foundation, coupled with further 

teaching and maturity, will produce a faithful, servant 

of God. Manuel is also 14 years old and is new to the 

Home, having arrived in July of this year with his two 

younger siblings. He still has much to learn so that he 

can make his “call and election sure.” (2 Peter 1:10) 

On October 8th, Eliseo approached me stating he 

had a secret to tell me. Since we were surrounded by 

others, he said he’d tell me later. About the fourth 

time he came around, we stepped outside my office 

and he told me he wanted to be baptized. Honestly, I 

was taken aback. Of all the things I thought his 

“secret” could be, I hadn’t imagined that. You see, 

Eliseo has some special needs. He is able to 

comprehend many things when explained on a basic 

level; however, he has difficultly retaining information 

and sometimes forgets quickly. So, when he told me 

he wanted to be baptized, I was happy though a 

little leery at the same time not knowing if he truly 

understood the meaning and seriousness behind 

what he was saying. We spoke briefly and on Friday 

evening, October 9th, we sat down to study together. 

Eliseo can’t read yet, though he’s made great 

advances this year, but he has heard enough lessons 

to understand the Gospel, the effect of sin in one’s 

life, and his need for salvation. Following a 

conversation with the house parents, Eliseo was 

baptized for the forgiveness of his sins by one of the 

student’s in the Bible School. He is 15 years old and 

has been in the Home since 2011. Jackelin began 

talking about the church with Deysi, a 20 year old 

who has been with us for more than eight years. She 

asked questions and showed interest in learning 

more. Deysi spoke with one of the students on the 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Pray that they will “resist the devil” so he will flee from them. (James 4:7) 

Pray for the many others who have made the good confession that they 

will have the fortitude and wisdom to stay the course. Pray for the young 

people who are hearing the Word and for the children who are learning in 

Bible class and through the example of faithful Christians that they will 

believe in Christ and choose to obey Him. 
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campus of the Bible School who eagerly studied with Jackelin and 

Deysi. On October 10th, Jackelin was baptized for the remission of 

her sins. Sadly, she was only with us for a few short weeks; however, 

she lives near a faithful congregation of the Lord’s people and 

knows where the congregation is located. Pray that she will be 

allowed and will have the desire to continue the race she has 

begun. Please pray for Saray, Ivan, Julio, Manuel, Eliseo, and 

Jackelin that they will fight the good fight, finish the 

race, and keep the faith. (2 Timothy 4:7) Pray that 

they will “resist the devil” so he will flee from them. 

(James 4:7) Pray for the many others who have 

made the good confession that they will have the 

fortitude and wisdom to stay the course. Pray for the 

young people who are hearing the Word and for the 

children who are learning in Bible class and through 

the example of faithful Christians that they will 

believe in Christ and choose to obey Him.  

In his autobiography, George Muller had the 

following to say about expecting fruit from our labors.  

“In last year’s report we stated that we were looking for 

fruit in the conversion of the children.  We have prayed 

earnestly for them, and the Lord has dealt with us 

according to our expectations.  But I expect 

far more than what we have seen.  The 

chief object of our work is to demonstrate 

the reality of power with God in prayer.  As 

we hoped and as it has been our prayer, 

the Lord gives us the joy of seeing one child 

after another brought to Him.  

It appears to me that believers generally 

have expected far too little present fruit 

from their labors among children.  They 

hope that the Lord will some day confirm 

their instruction and answer the prayers 

which they offer up on the children’s behalf.  

The Bible assures us that in everything we do 

for the Lord, including bringing up children 

in the fear of the Lord, our labor is not in 

vain.  We have to guard against thinking that it does not 

matter whether we see present fruit or not.  On the 

contrary, we should give the Lord no rest until we see fruit.  

Therefore, in persevering yet submissive prayer, we should 

make our requests known to God.  I am now looking for 

many more children to be converted.” (Pages 132-133) 

Pray that much fruit will come from the Seed being planted in good 

soil. 

Our youngest little firecracker is five and in kindergarten; he’s full of 

wit and brings joy to all who meet, know, or live with him. He 

carefully considers what he hears about God and wants to make 

Him happy. The oldest are 21, faithful, and trying to find their places 

in life. We talk a lot about the challenges of being different, letting 

your light shine, making wise decisions, and striving to be pleasing 

to God. The Lord has blessed us beyond measure with Evelio, 

Feliciano, Deysi, Edwin, Meivis, Nolis, Yajaira, Yamilka, Yadira, Eliseo, 

Karina, Saray, Ivan, Jean Carlos, Uriel, Joanys, Julio, Selena, Luci, 

(Continued from page 5) 
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 Daysuri, Yaneth, Lina, Belinda, Victor, Manuel, Marizol, Emilia, and 

Mirna! Take the time to pray for these precious souls by name. 

The children are not the only ones in need of prayer. Equally, those 

who interact with them day by day need your prayers. Pray that we 

will love with the love of our Father, that we will have hearts full of 

compassion to help them overcome their pasts, and that we will have 

wisdom to guide the priceless souls in our care. Pray that we may bring 

glory to God through our service to Him and faith in Him.  

This year brought changes with house parents, but God is good and 

provided a wonderful solution! A young lady, Nilka, who has been with 

us for over seven years and was in college last year, is now caring for 

the younger children. She does a fantastic job!  Her studies are on hold 

for the time-being, though her dreams for the 

future remain. One set of house parents remains 

the same as last year, for which I am grateful. 

They have two teenagers, take care of the 

teens living in the Home, and help Nilka when 

her age or inexperience work against her. There 

is a great team working together right now! Pray 

for the house parents, José, Ida, and Nilka. They 

are in the trenches, so to speak, each and every 

day being the substitute parents, giving advice, 

teaching responsibility, and enforcing discipline. 

Pray for the tutors, Maybi, Veronica, Jesenia, 

and Gabriela that work in the study room 

helping the kids complete their homework, teaching some how to 

read and concepts they have difficulty grasping in school. They do a 

good job and have helped struggling students make great strides. I’m 

so thankful for these ladies, their love for the Lord, their love for the 

children, and their servant hearts. What blessings! 

Pray for the cooks, Nubia and Lisbeth who lovingly 

prepare breakfast, lunch, and dinner day by day to fill 

the bellies of the boys and girls. Not only do they fulfill 

the basic necessity of food, they provide much wise 

counsel and instruction to these young people. 

Pray for the sub-director, Agenor who loves the Lord, 

loves His work, and loves the children in our care. Pray 

that he will remain healthy and that the Lord will give 

him the endurance to be a blessing to the children, 

staff, and Lord’s work for many years to come. Pray 

that the fund-raiser and director, Dave, will be able to 

secure the necessary funding for the daily operation 

and upkeep of the Home. Pray for Sarah, the 

educational coordinator, to find solutions for better 

education, to give wise advice and direction to the 

children and youth, and to let God’s love shine 

through her. 

“When a believer is doing the work that God has 

called him to do, he may be confident of success in spite of 

obstacles.” (The Autobiography of George Muller, p. 169) 

Throughout the year, we have been blessed with visits of brethren from 

the United States. The love conveyed through these visits is so sweet. 

You donated your time, money, and energy to bestow hugs, play ball, 

build sturdy metal beds, give health check-ups, provide medicine and 

medical supplies, supply money to purchase fabric for new curtains, 
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etc, etc. All this you have done in God’s name, for His 

glory, with smiles on your faces and love in your hearts. 

We pray for you with thanksgiving in our hearts! Pray 

that the Lord of the harvest will send out more laborers 

into His harvest. (ref. Luke 10:2b) 

You supplied a great financial need this year, for 

which we offer thanks. The average monthly 

contributions for the past 10 months have been 

$12,110.85. The wise Solomon said, “There is one who 

scatters, yet increases more… The generous soul will 

be made rich, And he who waters will also be 

watered himself.” (Proverbs 11:24-25) Luke recorded 

the words of our Lord from His Sermon on the Mount, 

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, and running over will 

be put into your bosom. For with the same measure 

that you use, it will be measured back to you.” (Luke 

6:38) And, how beautiful to realize the truth that: “… It 

is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) 

The average monthly expenses have been $13,131.75. 

Pray that the Lord will supply all our needs and that we 

will wholly trust Him. 

A new year is quickly approaching and, if the Lord 

wills, it will bring with it new goals, challenges, and 

plans. We have the promise of a roof repair designed  

 

to resolve a major problem with flooding each time it 

rains. Pray for the safety of the brethren who will 

accomplish that work. Pray that additional 

maintenance repairs will be carried out in a timely and 

cost efficient manner. Pray that the funds will be 

supplied or a donation made of new tables and chairs 

for the dining room as well as additional living room 

furniture. 

Pray that the Lord will bless His work and help it to 

grow so more children can be loved, cared for, and 

taught in Jesus’ name. We desire to serve our Father 

better in the coming year than we have in the past. 

This implies praying more fervently, growing closer to 

Him, improving the physical conditions of the Home, 

enriching the spiritual and secular education of the 

children, among other growth. Pray that the Lord aids 

us and leads us to be stronger in Him and through Him 

and that we will use each new day to teach and lead 

young hearts and minds to Him. Pray with earnest 

expectation that the All-powerful, All-knowing, All-

loving Creator and Sustainer of life will bless us with 

much fruit from our labors.  “Pray without ceasing,” (1 

Thessalonians 5:17) for the Lord’s work in the Children’s 

Home of the Americas! 

(Continued from page 7) 



In JULY 1968, LAM (Panama Medical Missions - 
then) took the first step in the use of evangelistic 
medical campaigns that continues today. During 
the past forty-seven years we have traveled to 
the worksite in just about every means of 
transportation there is (ok, we haven’t use a 
submarine or a blimp). But, for me the most 
challenging trip was the one to Picacho, 
Honduras in 1998. It was a backpacking and 
horse travel into a remote mountainous area that 
required the team members to have physical 
training before they went. 

When we 
arrived in the 
area, there was 
a one-room 
school building 
where we camped 
out. The medical 
part was 
conducted outside 
leaving the school 

building for a children's Bible class and medicine 
storage at night.  

As usual, there were lots of children that came and 
participated. It was their first time ever to have such 
an event in the community, and more than likely to 
hear the Bible 
stories and 
sing songs like 
“Jesus Loves 
Me”. One of 
our sisters from 
the United 
States was 
asked to 
prepare and 
teach this 
class. She walked more than four hours with a 70 
pound backpack to the remote village in Honduras 
and then camped out with the other campaign 
members. She and her translator worked all day 
long teaching class after class. 

This year when the new group of students arrived in 
Panama to attend the two- year course taught at 
the Bible School of the Americas to become 
preachers, we were in for a surprise. At the 
orientation we learned that one of the young men 

from Honduras was from that remote village where 
we had backpacked into almost 17 years ago. The 

young man that 
came from that 
village was 
perhaps 4 or 5 
years old at the 
time of that 
campaign. 

Checking the 
photos of that 
campaign 
yielded several 
shots of the 
children’s 
class. One of 
those pictures 
was sent to our 
student 
recently to see 
if he could find 

himself in the picture. To our surprise not only was 
he in it, but at a prominent visual point in the 
picture. 

Manual Perez is now 
training in the Bible 
School of the Americas; 
in one more year he 
can graduate and return 
to Picacho to preach 
the gospel in this 
remote area. 

While we have had a lot 
of men to be baptized and later go to the 

school. Manuel Perez heard the “Good News” 
from a Sister who volunteered to teach a children's 
class. She walked more than four hours with a 70 
pound backpack to a remote village in Honduras. 
Her classroom was a small one-room school 
building. I’m sure when she taught that class she 
did not know what would be the outcome. Thanks 
to Godly sisters like her who have made the first 
impressions in the lives of little children who will 
grow up to be faithful servants in the Lord’s body for 
the next 70 to 80 years. What stories will be told 
about those who have done what they can, and will 

continue to do what they can in their lifetime. To 

GOD be the GLORY!! 

The teacher, 

Manuel 
Pérez,  

2015 

Receiving books 

package—foundation of 

preacher’s library 

Manuel Pérez, 1998 

“She has done what she 

could…” 
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The last time I saw her was July 5, 2015. Two nights 
earlier, Mirian Cruz, along with her husband José Godoy 
“Morazan”, had asked to meet with me in my hotel room. 
From June 27-July 4, I had led a group of folks from 
different parts of Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, 
Arkansas, along with brothers and sisters from 
Nicaragua, Panama, El Salvador, and various parts of 
Honduras on a Medical Mission Campaign here in 
Honduras. We had come to work in a city called Danli, in 
a community called Los Arcos, where José, Mirian, and 
their family had helped establish a congregation a year or 
so prior. 

As we sat in my hotel room that night, we talked about 
the just-completed Campaign. Mirian had been in charge 
of the Kitchen Crew, no small task when preparing food 
for 100-plus people every meal for a week. Her purpose 
for meeting with me that night was to ask if I was 
satisfied with the job she had done and let me know that 
she had a great desire to help me whenever and wherever 
I needed her. She had done a fantastic job. As the 
Preacher of the local church, José had been running all 
week and many weeks prior, organizing countless aspects 
of the campaign; he directed the Evangelistic teams and 
countless other details of the Mission Campaign, and she 
coordinated the Kitchen Crew and all the food. The three 
of us prayed together and talked about the work they had 
before them. There had been 20 Precious Souls baptized 
into Christ during the week and five who had been 
restored to the Lord. There was much work to be done by 
the local church. We all left my room that night happy 
and content and thankful to God for so many 
opportunities to work in His Kingdom. 

There was no doubt that José and Mirian, with God at the 
center of their relationship, were a great team. 

Sister Mirian Cruz passed away on Monday, September 
7, 2015. She had suffered a sudden heart attack just a few 
days earlier and had been in a coma almost the entire 
time until the moment of her death. She was 47 years old. 

Mirian met José a little more than 25 years ago. They met 
at a Party in the little community of San Diego, a 
neighboring town of Danli, where she had grown up and 
was living.  At the time, José was around 19 or 20 years 
old, and Mirian was a couple years older. He was a tall, 
strapping young policeman, who rode his bike every day 
the 15-20 Kilometers from Danli to San Diego, to work 

his post for the Police. He had been asked to work this 
party with the Police where many from the Community 
would attend. He spotted Mirian there and asked others 
about her; finding out that she was single as well, José 
went and talked to her. After the party, he wrote her a 
note, telling her that he was impressed with her and 
thought she was different than other young ladies he 
knew, with a more serious side, and asking if she had a 
boyfriend. She responded with a note saying she did not 
have a boyfriend. He followed up with a note that asked 
if she would like to be his girlfriend. 

On their first date, one of the first things she told him was 
that she did not like the fact that he was a policeman. He, 
in fact, loved working for the Police, and most likely 
would have made a career of being a policeman.  But 
they quickly fell in love, and José gave up the Police 
force to be with Mirian. 

They would date three months and then be married.   

Around this time, a church of Christ was established in 
her town, right across the street from her mother’s house.  
They started going to worship together. Soon, he was 
baptized into Christ and she was too. Her mother was 
baptized right around this time as well. 

Soon after, José would attend a two year Preaching 
Training School in Danli, where two of his three teachers 
were Armando Galeano and Carlos Hernández. 

Since graduating, José has preached the gospel in many 
Congregations, towns, and countries. Right by his side 
every step of the way has been Mirian. 

They had two daughters together. Both daughters are 
faithful Christians. Mirian had a son before she met José.  
Her son and his wife are faithful Christians today in San 
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Diego, where they worship with their small child. 

I have heard all my life that behind every good man, or 
maybe truly beside every good man, is a good woman.  
José and Mirian would certainly attest to that. 

There is no way I can measure to you the impact that José 
and Mirian have had on this world and on heaven in 
eternity. 

José is one of the greatest Evangelists I know. I have met 
preachers from all over the USA, from many different 
countries around the world. And if I met someone who 
wanted to study the Bible, José would be the first person I 
would call. He and Carlos Hernandez are the greatest 
evangelistic team I have ever known. They always want 
to go out together and study with people. They not only 
know the Bible front and back, they love God with all 
their heart, they love people and connect with people, 
they have a passion to teach God’s Word, and they have a 
way of sharing God’s Word so that anyone can 
understand it. 

This year alone, José helped me with six Mission 
Campaigns in El Salvador and Honduras. Besides 
preaching, he helped us build a house for a poor Christian 
Sister, by single-handedly mixing up bag after bag after 
bag of concrete on the ground (among other things), etc. 
It is obvious in everything he does, that he loves God and 
loves everyone. 

Right there with him, every step of the way has been 
Mirian.  She also, has had a smile on her face every time 
I have seen her over the years. 

Yesterday, I went to their house. I sat and visited with 
José for the first time since Mirian passed away. He is 
obviously crushed. 

He shared with me things that I had never known. He 
talked to me about their relationship. He said that every 
time I would ask for his help on a Mission, she would 
talk to him. She would tell him to work hard, not to joke 

around, but to work hard, and do his best. They 
encouraged one another. They supported one another.  
They loved one another. 

How do you measure the value of one’s life? Is it 
measured by the length of years? 

Mirian lived on this earth 47 years.   A number that 
appears to me, as each day goes by, as a pretty short life. 

How do you measure the impact of one’s life?   

I can’t tell you how many souls Mirian and José have led 
to Christ.  Their whole life together has been about 
serving the Lord.  José has preached to countless people 
and many of those have made the decision to be baptized 
into Christ.  Every step of the way, Mirian has been by 
his side.  Encouraging him.  Strengthening him.  Loving 
him.  Telling him to work hard every day. 

How do you measure the value of one’s life? 

When asked what is the greatest commandment in the 
law, Jesus replied in Matthew 22, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first and great 
commandment. 

And the second is like it:  ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40 

Mirian certainly lived those two commands.  She 
dedicated her life, and the life of her family, to loving 
God and loving people. 

Yesterday, I prayed with José.  As a human being and a 
husband, he is obviously crushed. 

But we talked about that as Christians, we have living 
hope, because of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, 
of spending eternity with God in heaven, after this life is 
over. 

We live each day with our eyes fixed on Jesus, with our 
eyes fixed on heaven, knowing that we are one day closer 
to being with God and our loved ones, for eternity. 

And José lives each day now, knowing that he is one day 
closer to meeting his Lord and Savior.  And one day 
closer to seeing Mirian again. 

What a day that will be. 

I can guarantee that they will both be smiling. 

Much love always, 

Phil Waggoner 

“When I die, let me die in the service of my Lord” 

Please pray for José.  Please pray for all of Mirian’s 
family and loved ones.  Please pray for her children- 
Omar, Katherine, and Erika Rachelle. 

How do you measure the value of 

one’s life? Is it measured by the 

length of years? 

Mirian lived on this earth 47 years.   

A number that appears to me, as 

each day goes by, as a pretty 

short life. 

How do you measure the impact 

of one’s life?   

I can’t tell you how many souls 

Mirian and José have led to Christ.  

Their whole life together has been 

about serving the Lord.  
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Hasta Luego, Brenda!  by Jack Farber 

Rom 13:7  Pay to all what is owed to them: … respect 

to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.  

It’s hard to imagine that 33 years have passed by since I first met 

Brenda DeLoach. I don’t think I can specifically recall our first 

conversation. It just seems that she has always been there. I know 

that when I first went to Valdosta in October of 1982 to be 

introduced as the new Co-Director of the Pan-American Bible 

School (PABS) she was already working for Bob Bryson.  

I do remember that in 1983 when we moved to Panama, when I 

went on my first medical team, Brenda was put on the same island 

to work together with me and one third of the campaign team. I 

always thought that Bob put her there so she could help me learn 

the ropes of a medical campaign. I can assure you that she was 

most helpful in working in the San Blas on my first medical team.  

Before I moved back to the States, Brenda worked with Bob in the 

office. She was energetic and resourceful trying to corral Bob. He 

was famous for coming late in the morning and then working well 

after sundown. Brenda had to set in front of his desk and take 

notes on phone calls, find telephone numbers, bring him tea or 

anything else he wanted.  

She was a wiz when it came to numbers. There was very few 

telephone numbers she didn’t know when it came to the work. In 

order to get her secretarial work done she had to come early and 

take it home after hours. As long as Bob was in the office, she was 

glued to the front of Bob’s desk. Robby would show up at the 

appointed time to bring lunch for Bob and at the same time lunch 

for Brenda. They did a working lunch. She never missed a beat.  

When others came on board in the office, she assimilated to the 

added work. Before long, we branched out to other countries. She 

had to learn the preachers in the new countries and the places 

Colin and Brenda DeLoach 
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where they worked. Each new place required that funds had to reach 

these men causing changes in sending their funds. I’m still amazed to 

know how she juggled it all as we continued to grow from one country 

to the present eight countries.  

She can tell you who preaches where, and who supports that preacher. 

She can tell you the name of the supporting congregation, its address 

and phone number, and the person to contact and the person who signs 

the checks. She can tell you the time of the month the check comes in 

and if the support comes regularly, or if it is sporadic. If it’s sporadic, 

she can tell you about when it will get caught up and whether or not 

they missed a support check. 

I have gone in to work on some specific issue with her and suggest 

what we might do only to find out she did it yesterday! If there was 

any doubt, she always consulted with the staff member responsible or 

an elder for clarification along with possible solution. 

It was not uncommon that knowing the needs and the people 

involved that she was always ahead of the game. She never took it 

upon herself to make the decisions, but rather worked within the 

system to see that nothing fell through the crack. If support was 

about to run out, we were reminded. 

She was a tremendous telephone communicator. Anyone who would 

call, ALWAYS got a friendly voice, and one who knew almost any 

question about the work that was needed. Campaigns and 

campaigners were always calling. She always had a solution for their 

questions, but if not she never dropped a request but saw to it that the 

person on the staff who did have the answer got the message. 

In the later years as we were at full capacity 

with three to six LAM staffers, she still worked 

with diligence. Never was there a campaign in 

jeopardy from something she forgot or mixed 

up. Her end was ALWAYS complete, even to 

the point that she had to work long after 

everyone left or she took the work home to 

ensure every thing was complete. 

Will she be replaced? NEVER. She is truly 

one of a kind. She is a superb secretary, a 

hard worker, a good friend, a dedicated 

Christian, and a confidant that is truly 

trustworthy. She will be missed. We bid 

her God speed as she enters into 

“retirement(?)”. She will be missed! God 

bless you, Brenda DeLoach! 



H o n ors  &  M e m o r i a l s :  
Se p t e mb e r  2015 ~  N ove m b er  2015  

In Memory of… 
Carolyn May 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Cheryl Williams 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Dianne Cawthon 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Donna Williams 
 M/M Colin DeLoach 
 M/M Paul Swanson 
 M/M Jack Hutchinson 

Floride Pollock 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Gayle Hooker 
 Rosie Howton 

Homer T Benson 
 M/M Clifford Lewis 

Horace Williams 
 M/M Colin DeLoach 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Jeannie Kerestan 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Loretta Sirmans 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Mamie Lou Huffmaster 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Marjorie Wynn 
 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker 

Morris Dasher 
 M/M Paul Swanson 

Norman Harnage 
 Sandra Smith/Myra Carter 

Thomas Mikel 
 M/M Paul Swanson 
 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker 
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honor  
noun hon·or \ˈä-nər\ 

: respect that is given to someone who 
is admired 

: good reputation : good quality or 
character as judged by other people 

: high moral standards of behavior 

memorial 
noun me·mo·ri·al \mə-ˈmȯr-ē-əl\ 

: something that keeps remembrance 
alive. 

: something (such as a monument or 
ceremony) that honors a person who 
has died or serves as a reminder of an 
event in which many people died 

A thoughtful way of paying tribute to 

a relative, friend or associate while 

spreading the Word of God through 

Latin America. 

We gladly accept donations in honor 

of birthdays, graduations, marriages, 

anniversaries and Christmas as well 

as donations in memory of loved 

ones. The honoree or their family will 

be notified of your gift and we will 

also send you an acknowledgment 

of the donation for your tax records. 



Bible School of  the Americas 

Francisco González ~  $760 

Esteban Rodríguez ~ $225  

Agenor Rudas ~ $667.50 

Panamá 

José Blanford (Bugaba) ~  $250 

Alicio Ellington  (San Felix & Las Lomas) ~ $175 

Herminio González (Penonome) ~ $150  

Atilio Pérez (San Blas) ~ $250  

Alonso Racine (Arraijan) ~ $325  

Eugenio Racine (Bella Vista) ~ $310  
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Various Countries 

Daniel Chavez  (Buenos Aires, Costa Rica) ~  $200 

Juan López (Corinto, Nicaragua) ~ 78.13 

Mario Mendieta (Monte Fresco, Nicaragua) ~ 400 

Jiro Rodríguez (El Crucero, Nicaragua) ~  $ 113.13 

Víctor Bonilla (Alta Vista & Perulapan, El Salvador) ~ $200 

Jeremías Zelaya (Santa Elena & Tequera, El Salvador) ~ $25 

Rubén Chacón (Ica, Perú) ~ $42 

Wilson Viloria (Lota, Chile) ~ $160 

Fernando Ospina (Medellín, Colombia) ~ $205 

Honduras 

Javier Arriaga (El Tamarindo) ~  $120 

Pedro Celestino (Ojo de Agua) ~ $155  

Enrique Chavarría (Chichicaste) ~ $50 

Carlos Arturo Díaz (Villanueva & San Pedro Sula) ~ $640  

Olvan Díaz (Villanueva & San Pedro Sula) ~ $535  

Javier Flores (Las Animas & El Pataste) ~ $135  

Armando Galeano (Plaza & Zambrano) ~ $252.50  

German Gamez (Church Bldng Rent—Marcala) ~ $200  

Carlos Hernández, Sr. (La Esperanza & El Cerrón) ~ $270   

José Elías Roque (San Miguel) ~ $310 

Omar Rosales (Monjaras) ~ $125 
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Thank You! 

A few weeks back we cried out to you for help. We 

were in a position of great need that we could not 

solve ourselves. There were many who chose not to 

get involved, but you, just like Jesus, stopped to help. 

Just like Jesus, you have done this many times 

through the years. We want to be like that one leper 

in Luke 17 who came back to the Lord to thank Him 

for what He did. Thank you for helping us to make up 

the budget shortage for Casa Hogar. The orphaned, 

abused and abandoned children who have found a 

safe and loving home at Casa Hogar are just like the 

lepers of Luke 17. They are helpless, relying upon 

the loving compassion of the Lord and His people to 

solve problems that they cannot fix on their own. 

Thank you for displaying the heart of Jesus by 

stopping to help. Your contribution is far more than a 

monetary donation, it is a gift of love. It is a gift of 

hope, and we thank you for giving it to us. 

Areas Where You Can Help! 
WHERE MOST NEEDED 

Bible School of the Americas  

Preacher in Need. Please write in name: 

     ______________________________________  

Printing Ministry 

Benevolence / Relief 

Children of the Americas 

My donation is a one time gift     or 

monthly commitment of : $ ______._____ 

Memory of:  _______________________________  

Honor of:  ____________________________________  

Given by:  ____________________________________  

Address:   ____________________________________  

City, St.  ZIP:  _________________________________  

Send Acknowledgement to: 

Name:   ______________________________________  

Address:   ____________________________________  

City, St.  ZIP:   ________________________________  




