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In T his Issue...   Brother Julio Cruz was born on 
February 5th, 1936 in Chiriquí 
Grande, province of Bocas del 
Toro. He was the son of an 
ind igenous 
f a m i l y 
fo r med by 
his father, his 
mother and 
three sisters. 
Since he was 
a small child, 
he faced a 
h a r d l i f e 
fi l l ed w i t h 
tribulations. He was forced to start 
working when he was ten because of 
the unexpected death of both of his 
parents. Years later he met the Cruz 
Family at the Bocas del Toro island. 
They grew fond of him because of 
Julio’s particular characteristic to 

serve. Such was their delight in his 
qualities that they took him in as a 
member of their family and 
brought him to live with them in the 

p r o v i n c e o f 
Colón. It is in the 
p r o v i n c e o f 
C o l ó n , y e a r s 
later, where Julio 
Cruz heard the 
Gospel through 
b r e t h r e n 
Alejandro and 
Claudina Ruiz, 
and Brother Bill 

Brockman, at the end of the 50’s. 
As a result of the work of Brother 
Brockman, the church of Christ in 
Chilibre is born in 1960 at the 
home of Sister Justina Gutierrez 
who continues to be a member of 
the Church. (continued page 2)
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       Why We Serve
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you fed me, gave me drink, welcomed me, clothed me 
visited me and came to me.Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me” (Matthew 25:36-40)



The Julio Cruz Scholarship At The Bible School Of The Americas

   During the same year, Brother Brockman assigns Brother Julio Cruz to work and develop the new congregation. 
Around 1962, by the will of God, the opportunity arises for Brother Julio Cruz to travel to Lubbock, Texas in the 
United States to receive training in Bible studies, and with the enormous responsibility of spreading the word of God in 
Panamá. In 1964, once he finished his studies in the United States, he goes back to Panama to fulfill the plan God had 
for him. He is assigned as the official preacher of the church of Christ in Chilibre. In 1965, Brother Julio Cruz, through 
Sister Justina de Gutierrez, meets Aida Torrez whom he marries and with whom he has three children and four 
granddaughters so far. 
   In 1966 he starts his work as a teacher in the Bible School, formerly known as Pan-American Bible Institute. The Pan-
American Institute has its beginnings in Balboa, Ancón, province of Panama, at the facility of the church of Christ in 
Balboa attended mainly by U.S. brethren who worked in the Panamá 
Canal Zone and the U.S. military. Around 1967 the Institute moves to the 
place that is now known as Casco Antiguo in the city, under the direction 
of Brothers Bill Brockman and Otis Hamby, and where Brother Julio 
continued to train new preachers. In 1973, the Institute moves to a new 
location in Rio Abajo where it remained until around 1993. At some point 
during that time, Brother Julio Cruz also functioned as the Director of the 

Pan-american Bible Institute. In 
1992, Brother Julio Cruz receives a 
B a c h e l o r D e g r e e f r o m t h e 
International Bible College in 
Florence, Alabama, U.S.A. In 1993 
the Pan-american Bible Institute 
moves to its new and current 
location in Jardín Las Mañanitas, and is now known as Bible School of the 
Americas. During the 34 years Brother Julio Cruz worked as a teacher at the Bible 
School, he taught and trained a great many preachers from Panamá, Costa Rica, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Perú and Colombia. He took the Gospel to many people 
and participated in countless mission trips and medical campaigns in all provinces 
of Panamá, San Blas islands and in neighboring countries like Costa Rica, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. Brother Julio Cruz finishes his service as teacher of the 
Bible School of  the Americas in the year of  2000. 
    Brother Julio never accepted the concept of retiring because he considers that a 
servant of God has the continuous commitment in the labor of the Lord. This is 
why he continued his work as the preacher of the church of Christ in Chilibre 

until 2010. During that year he had to slow down the rhythm of his dedicated and arduous work in the labor of God, 
mainly because of his health that deteriorated as the years went by. The years have robbed him of his physical strength, 
but they have never taken away the strength of his heart to love God. All those who know him can give testimony of a 
great person, distinguished by his humility, his humbleness, his gift to serve and help those around him, a good teacher, 
evangelist, preacher, counselor, excellent husband, exemplary father, and without a question, an indulgent grandfather. 
Brother Julio Cruz is a man who has trusted his life in the hands of  God, and because of  that he is a model to follow.  

It is with great enthusiasm that we announce the creation of the Julio Cruz Scholarship at the Bible School of the Americas.   
   The native congregations in Panama have joined together to fund an annual scholarship for a Panamanian man who 
has a desire to train to preach at the Bible School of the Americas. Brother Julio taught and directed this school for over 
thirty years, so it is only fitting that each year his influence will be felt. Who knows but what another “Julio” may come 
through our doors and enter the world a great soldier of the cross. God blessed the church in Panama by raising up Julio 
and now the church in Panama is blessing others by training more preachers in his honor. 

This tribute was written by Julito David Cruz, son of Julio Cruz
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Spending Vs. Investing 
by Brandon Britton

     If you had purchased 100 shares of Apple stock in 1984, at an investment of $2,650 ($26.50 per share), you could 
have sold it thirty years later for $706.04 per share at a profit of $67,954.00. Not a bad investment. As good as that 
investment might have been, I’ve got one for you even better than that.

    If you had invested support in a young Guaymi Indian preaching student from Panama by the name of Julio Cruz, 
enabling him to become a student at the Panamerican Bible School (now known as the 
Bible School of the Americas) in 1962, your investment would have paid off 
in over fifty years of service as a Gospel preacher. There is literally no way to 
determine, this side of eternity, the impact that Julio has made for the cause of 
Christ in Central America these last fifty years. Every sermon he has 
preached, every soul he has converted, every erring brother he has restored, 
every prayer he has uttered, every visit he has made, every false teacher he has 
confounded, every student he taught as director of the preaching school, is a 
return on investment to those who helped pay for his education back in 1962. 
A small investment in his education and training has returned a hundred fold. 

     Financial profit is good, but spiritual profit is better. “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). Stocks go up, stocks come 
down, companies expand, and companies collapse. In contrast, through Isaiah the Lord said, “So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11). Not every student will go on to direct the preaching school like 
Julio did, and not every preacher will labor in the vineyard for over fifty years like Julio has. But even if the one you 
invested in only reached one person, that one soul is worth more than the whole world.

     On the next page of this newsletter you will see a number of faithful Gospel preachers in Central and South 
America who are continuing to labor, despite being short of their financial needs. They need people like you who are 
willing to invest in them. Even if you had invested in Apple all those years ago, what would become of that money? You 
would spend it, the government would take it in taxes or you would die and leave it to someone else and who knows 
what they would do with it. Solomon, with untold riches,  faced the same dilemma thousands of years ago and reached 
this conclusion, “There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their 
hurt. But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand. As he came forth of 
his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry 
away in his hand. And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that 
hath laboured for the wind?” (Ecclesiastes 5:13-16). So what about you? Will you choose to spend it, or invest it?
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2013 Graduating Class of the Bible School of the Americas
Jack Farber

TWO YEARS AGO SIX YOUNG MEN, FOUR 
WITH WIVES AND CHILDREN, CAME TO 

PANAMA TO BEGIN TRAINING TO PREACH 
THE GOSPEL.

Two of them came from another country to live 
in a different culture. They immediately began 
class room studies with lots of tests, homework, 
and note taking. All of these men left extended 
families behind, choosing this grueling schedule 
that kept them busy every waking hour for two 
solid years.

  Finally on Saturday, December 7, 2013, they 
walked down the aisle and onto the stage, 
receiving a diploma and a ring, signifying they 
had finished the requirements imposed upon 
them.

  There was joy and sadness at this occasion. Joy 
for mastering the courses necessary to garner the 
diploma. Joy because they will be returning to 
their home and all of the families and familiar 
surroundings they had temporarily left behind 
two years earlier. But, there was sadness as well. 
Tears filled their eyes as they parted close 
friendships that were forged in the crucible of the 
challenges presented in the learning process. 
Parting meant that they would leave behind 
friends forged in the heat of the battle of 
learning, friends whom they most likely will 
never see again on this earth. They leave behind 
also a place where they made a lot of memories, 
most sweet but some sad ones as well. Most of 
all, they leave with a sense of accomplishments 
and eager to put into practice that which their 
sacrifice paid to gain. They know that the real 
battle for lost souls is about to begin.

  The graduation was well attended as usual 
with family, friends, and members of 
congregations that permitted these young men 
to work with them for the past two years. Then, 
ever so quickly, it’s over. Most say it seemed like 
they were just getting started when the end came.

OUR PRAYER IS THAT THE SIX MEN AND 
THEIR FAMILIES WILL BECOME PART OF THE 

OVERALL TASK THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US, 
THROUGH THE GREAT COMMISSION, TO GO 

INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE 
GOSPEL.

  We eagerly await news from the labors on the 
fields. Please pray for these men and their 
families that they will have a long and productive 
time in this world to reach more lost souls. We 
send them forth to carry on the legacy of the 
hundreds of graduates who have gone before 
them since the 1960’s. They take up the mantle 
that has been worn by Gospel preachers since the 
apostles first took the Gospel to the lost world.

The lost of the world continue lost. The gospel 
still needs boots on the ground. The Word still 
needs men and women to take up residence in 
towns and cities, in provinces and countries, to 
offer salvation in terms and languages that 
people can understand. We must decide to go, 
and we must plan to go. The going must be 
intentional, decisive, with massive investment of 
our time, energies, and funds for world mission. 
For this is our task and none other. Have gospel, 
will travel.

	 The 2013 Graduating Class and their families
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Children’s Home Of The Americas - Graduation 2013
Sarah Dutton

   It’s not unusual for a young person to leave a children’s home (whether it’s a home in 
Panama or the United States) soon after their 18th birthday. Sometimes the rules of the 
home prevent them from remaining there, but most of the time, they leave on their 
own accord. I’ve seen it at the Children’s Home in Panama. A teen “becomes an 
adult,” packs their bags, and heads off to a (supposedly) better life with “no rules”, 
independent of how their family is, how well they were treated at the children’s home, 
if they have plans for the future, if they’ve completed their studies, etc. That’s one thing 
that makes Enrique*, Felix*, Meylin*, and Nora* different from most other young 
adults who’ve grown up in a children’s home. They are 19 years old and don’t want to 
leave the Children’s Home anytime soon. For them, the Children’s Home of the 
Americas is where they can work toward achieving their goals, it’s where they have 
support, it’s where they aren’t alone, it’s “home.”
    You will read that they all intend to remain at the Home for the time being. With this 

in mind, we are making plans for a Transitional Living Program which will aid them in making the transition 
from the Children’s Home to independent living. In this program, they will be given the opportunity to 
continue studying and to learn and put into practice important life skills they may lack from growing up in a 
children’s home. We look forward to sharing this project in-depth with you in the next Newsletter!
   We hope you enjoy reading about their graduations and future plans. To honor them, the sub-director of 
the Children’s Home, Agenor Rudas, and I took them to dinner (photo at left). It was a special celebration of 
accomplishments, of obstacles they have overcome, and hope we share with them for their futures. We are 
extremely proud of  each of  these young people!
   They couldn’t have done it without you... without your prayers, love, visits, and financial support. You 
make a difference in the hearts and souls of each child who comes through the Home. THANK YOU! 
Thank you for making a difference, for making sacrifices, and for loving others like Jesus loves. You helped 
Enrique, Felix, Meylin, and Nora achieve this goal and we look forward to rejoicing together with you in 
their future successes. God bless you!!

MEET THE GRADUATES AND THEIR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
  Enrique* graduated on Tuesday, December 17th at 8:00 am with a degree in refrigeration, which he 
worked very hard to attain. Although Enrique likes learning new things and enjoys working, sitting in a 
classroom and doing homework was not the easiest thing for him, and by far his 
favorite thing. He prefers a hands-on, learn-from-doing approach. There were 
times that he wasn’t sure if graduation day would come for him. That makes his 
graduation so much sweeter. He worked very hard to earn his diploma.
    At 19 years old, Enrique thinks a lot about what lies ahead. As a Christian, he 
wants to continue serving in the church and wants to marry a faithful Christian 
one day. In line with his plans for a successful future, he will remain at the 
Children’s Home and continue studying. This month, he begins studying 
refrigeration in an eight month program at a local vocational school. Perhaps 
next year he will go to college, another of his goals. He likes to work and wants 
to learn so he can have a stable job to support himself and a family one day. He 
has honorable plans and is a fine young man. (continued on next page)

5



Children’s Home Of The Americas - 
Graduation 2013 (continued)

Sarah Dutton
  Meylin* graduated with a degree in agriculture on Thursday, December 19th 
at 10:00 am. She was blessed to attend a high school with professors who truly 
cared about their students and the level of education they were receiving. 
Because of her grades and good standing in school, she was awarded the 
opportunity to practice in the laboratory of the Ministry of Agricultural 
Development (MIDA) her last trimester of school. This government agency 

works to increase fruit and vegetable yields. There, she learned new skills and put into practice what she had learned 
in school.
February 6th, Meylin begins studying agriculture at the University of Panama. She thinks she would like to work at 
MIDA or in a bank as an agricultural loan officer once she completes college.
Although Meylin is 19 and has a family, she has decided to stay at the Home where she is 
surrounded by fellow Christians who want to help her create a solid future for herself.

  Felix* graduated on Tuesday, December 17th at 2:00 pm with a degree in computer repair. As 
a dedicated student, he not only relied on what he was taught, but what he could learn on his 
own. He earned the opportunity to practice in a business during his final trimester. He worked 
in the computer department of a grocery store chain, Riba Smith, and was respected by those 
training him.
   In October, Felix took the entrance exam to try to get into a prestigious technological 
university in Panama. Sadly, he did not pass to be able to begin this year. He will study 
computers this year in a vocational school to continue learning and preparing to enter the 
university in 2015.
   For much of the year last year, Felix worried about what would happen to him upon 
graduation, if he would have to leave the Children’s Home or be allowed to stay. The Children’s Home is Felix’s 
home, where he has grown up and where he wants to continue to live until he can adequately support himself. He 

realizes the importance of his Christian family and the guidance and support he 
receives at the Home. He will stay and continue to study.

     Nora* graduated on Thursday, December 19th at noon from the Instituto 
Técnico Panasystem’s (Panasystem Technical Institute). Just one year ago, December 
2012, she graduated from ninth grade as the valedictorian. She did her middle and 
high school studies in an accelerated program which is designed to complete two 
years in one. Upon graduation from ninth grade, she was already taking courses in 
tenth grade. It meant studying through the holidays and not having a summer 
vacation, but that was a sacrifice she was willing to make in order to graduate and 
begin college this year. At graduation, she was honored as a distinguished student 
and received a certificate and medallion.
   On January 13th, Nora began studying culinary arts at the “Universidad 
Interamericana” (Interamerican University). Though it is proving to be challenging, 
Nora is ready to meet it and lay the ground work for her future. Lord willing, she will 
remain at the Children’s Home as she studies for the next three years and eight 
months. Besides it being in her best interest to stay in the Home, it enables her to 

stay with her two younger sisters, Yesenia * and Jessica*.
	 	 	 	 	 	             	 	 	 *Names have been changed
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Legacy Never Dies
Report On Future Preacher Training Camp In Nicaragua, by John Farber

WHAT CAN BE BETTER THAN TEACHING YOUNG MEN TO SHARE GOD'S WORD?
    The Future Preacher Training Camp in Nicaragua has been a tremendous blessing to the church in 
that country. This was the second year of the camp in Nicaragua. We began the camp on January 1 in 
the town of San Marcos. 16 boys arrived to receive instruction on how to prepare and deliver a 
sermon. However, our hearts were heavy because we knew there would be one student from the 
previous year who would not be able to return. Last year we met Bismark. He was a young man from 
the town of Estelí, Nicaragua. He had just recently obeyed the Gospel and had decided to attend the 
camp. This young man came from a very troubled background. The preacher in Estelí shared with 
Bismark a way to change his future. He shared with him the power of the blood of Christ. When 
Bismark arrived at camp, he really wasn't sure about himself. He came from a background of 
dominance through violence. Interacting with all these boys who are members of the Church was a 
completely different experience for him. He was out of place. It became obvious to the camp staff that 
he would need a little extra attention. We moved him into a room with one of the counselors in an 
attempt to help him fit in better. It was amazing to see how quickly he began to fit in. The other boys 
knew about his past and at first were intimidated by him. I imagine it's much like the reaction that 
most Christians had upon their first encounter with the newly converted Saul of Tarsus, the man we 
know as the apostle Paul. On the last night of the camp, as is the custom, all the boys were asked to 
make a commitment; a commitment to preach God's word. Bismark had come such a long way in such 
a short time we had high hopes for what he could do. He made the commitment. 

ABOUT SIX MONTHS AFTER THE CAMP BISMARK DIED FROM CANCER
    We learned that one of the last times he was visited by the preacher Bismark told him that he would 
be back to church soon and that he wanted to preach one more lesson. And while he never returned to 
the pulpit, he has preached one more lesson; the determination of a soul who has found peace. On the 
final night of camp this year, after all the young men made their commitments, we told the story of 
Bismark to all those young men. Those that knew him, cried over the loss of their friend. His message 
still lives through the lives of those young boys. His message lives because he was given a vehicle for his 
legacy through the Future Preachers Training Camp. 
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David And The Giant...In Honduras
Brandon Britton

   His name is David, and he is staring into the face of a giant. It really doesn’t seem like a fair fight. After all, 
David is just a boy and the giant has claimed countless victories, many over men much stronger, and older, 
than David. It doesn’t matter to David. He stands toe to toe with this giant and prepares to fight. It’s not the 
case that David isn’t afraid, it’s just that David has a faith that is far bigger than his fears, and certainly bigger 
than this giant.   

I’M NOT TALKING ABOUT DAVID, SON OF JESSE, WHO FACED THE GIANT 
NAMED GOLIATH. THIS DAVID IS A YOUNG BOY IN HONDURAS FACING A 

GIANT THAT WE CALL CANCER. 
   In January, Kirk Brothers, along with several helpers from the U.S, conducted a Future Preacher Training 
Camp in Valle de los Angeles, Honduras. Kirk is a professor at Freed Hardeman University and he partners 
with LAM to direct Future Preacher Training Camps throughout Central and South America. At this 
particular camp he met a very special camper who is twelve years old. His name is David. David is special for 
a couple of reasons. One thing that makes him special is that he was camper number 36, making this the 
largest attendance ever for a LAM Future Preacher Training Camp. The other special thing about David is 
his heart. He didn’t arrive at camp until day three because he was taking a cancer treatment. Kirk reported 
that David cried because he had to wait until the third day to come to the camp.

“THIS IS WHY WE DO THESE CAMPS. THIS IS WHY THEY MATTER. HE DOES 
NOT LET HIS GIANTS DEFEAT HIM!”  - KIRK BROTHERS -

    If you’ve ever wondered what it looks like to “hunger and thirst after righteousness” (Matthew 5:6), just 
look at the picture below. It looks like David. Too often we get discouraged with thoughts that young people 
are only interested in technology or being entertained, but that isn’t always the case. These camps are filled        

with boys like David who want to learn the Scriptures, they want 
to learn to preach, they want to be of service to the Lord. These 
camps take place all over the United States and now they are 
taking place all over Latin America too. Why? Because there is 
an interest. These camps don’t just have three or four students, 
but over thirty! They aren’t just taking place in Tennessee or 
Alabama or some other Bible belt state, they are being 
conducted in Peru, Honduras, Panama, Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. They aren’t being conducted solely by Christians from 

the United States, but by preachers and brethren in each country who are coming together to train and 
inspire these young men to a lifetime of serving Christ. Take a break from watching the depressing, doom 
and gloom news or reading about it in the papers, and open your Bible and open this newsletter to see the 
good news that is happening all over the world. Rather than thinking about how bad things are getting, think 
about the future and what these young men will be able to accomplish in the kingdom during their lifetime.
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Follow The Leaders
Report On Future Preacher Training Camp In Honduras, by Phil Waggoner 

A TALE OF TWO BOYS

     Cesar is a young man. His father is a drug addict. He started coming to worship with the Church in 2013 with his 
Grandmother. He has been faithfully studying the Bible, worshipping with the Church, and attending Bible School ever 
since.

     Jack is a young man. His father has never been involved in his life. His mother died in August of 2013. One of his 
brothers went to live with another family member, leaving Jack with an uncle to raise him. Jack came with his mother to 
worship for many years before she died. Since then, the Church has continued to love him and care for him and help 
him worship with the Church faithfully. For nearly a year, he has been studying the Bible. He’s a bright young man who 
can memorize Scripture with ease. He is faithful in attendance at Sunday School, and loves to worship God with the 
Church.

     Kirk Brothers directs Future Ministers’ Camps all over the World. The purpose is to train young men to be leaders 
in the Church. Our goal is to train them to preach the Word of God. Kirk and others help the young men prepare and 
deliver a sermon. On January 6th, we held a Future Ministers’ Camp here in Honduras. We had 36 young men come, 
from ages 10-25 years old. They came from over 16 congregations in various parts of Honduras. This is the most 
Campers Kirk has had to date at one of  his Camps in Central America.

THROUGHOUT THE WEEK, THESE YOUNG MEN LEARNED HOW TO BE LEADERS
     They learned how to preach, lead songs in the Church, lead prayers, help in partaking of the Lord’s Supper, etc. It 
was a phenomenal week! God is so good! Every young man was encouraged! We sang a lot, laughed a lot, smiled a lot, 
prayed a lot, and learned a lot.

    Our last day of Camp, we took the boys to Picacho, a beautiful place overlooking the city of Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. This city is the home of 3.5 Million People. There is a massive statue of Jesus Christ there, overlooking the 
city. Under the shadow of the statue of Christ, Kirk talked to the boys one final time. He talked about how we are to be 
like Christ in this world. We talked about how we need to let God’s light shine through us and point people to 
Jesus. Each young man got up before his fellow campers and talked about what he would do when he got home. They 
made promises about how they would serve the Lord and be leaders in their local congregations. Every young man 
went home inspired, with a new passion, a new zeal for serving the Lord and sharing the gospel of  Christ with others!

    On one of the final days of Camp, Cesar, Jack, and a young man named Abel were baptized into Christ! Cesar has a 
father with a drug problem and a mother who won’t bring him to worship with the Church. Abel has been battling 
leukemia for five years, literally fighting for his life.  Jack has seen his father abandon him and his mother die. Each 
young man has new life in Christ! Each has a Heavenly Father who loves them! Each young man is part of a loving 
Church Family, the Family of God! How might God use these young men to share the gospel with the World? I can’t 
wait to find out.
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Come And See
When Nathaniel doubted what Philip was telling him (that the 
Messiah was from Nazareth), Philip simply answered him, “Come 
and see” (John 1:46). If you find yourself doubting the spirituality of 
“today’s youth”, all I can say to you is, “Come and see.” If you are a 
Gospel preacher or an elder in the church, come with us on a Y.E.S. 
II campaign, bring your young people, and see for yourself what they 
are capable of. See with your own eyes as they knock doors and invite 
the community to worship services. Walk with them as they go door 

to door and conduct home Bible studies. Listen as they teach students in the local schools. Worship with them 
as they have spontaneous group singings, which can last for hours. Come and see for yourself.

Let No Man Despise Thy Youth
 Paul challenges the younger preacher Timothy not to allow his youth 
to be a source of derision in the church. Instead he urged him to be an 
example, set the standard for others to follow. I can tell you from 
experience, the long, hot days on campaign can wear you down. You 
start to move a little slower and maybe even get a little irritable. Just 
about the time your circumstances start to sour your mood, two dozen 
teens burst out singing, “God Is Love” in the dark on the bus ride back 
to the hotel, and suddenly you’re reminded of your purpose in being 
in the campaign.

Remember Thy Creator In The Days Of Thy Youth
 Join us, and dozens of others, on one of the three Y.E.S. II Campaigns this year: May 30-June 7 in Nicaragua; 
June 27-July 5 in Panama; July 11-19 in Costa Rica.

There Arose Another Generation

    “There arose another generation” (Judges 2:10). Tragically those words in Judges are followed by the statement, 
“who knew not the Lord.” Those were certainly dark, dark days for God’s people. In contrast, these days are bright 
days for the Lord’s church. This generation of young Christians is burning with a zeal for evangelism and service 
that is admirable, and should be imitated by the adult generation. 

    In the past five years the Y.E.S. II campaign, which focuses on taking young Christians to Latin America and 
utilizing them in teaching, preaching and door to door evangelism, has exploded in popularity. What began as one 
campaign of  twenty-five to fifty, has grown to three campaigns a year, with as many as 150 participants! 
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Tributes To Our Friend, Brother, Co-Worker, Larry Calandine
A Humongous Heart

Jonathan Winchester
   During my involvement with mission work in Latin America, I have never seen the passing of an individual have a 
more profound effect upon individuals than that of Larry  Calendine. Our time with Latin American Missions 
overlapped for a few years, and in a short time, Larry made a big impact upon my life. He was a co-worker, adviser, and 
my friend. Larry was a big man with a big…no, a huge…no, a humongous heart for helping people. I was blessed to see 
him help so many in Latin America. I understand why people liked Larry so much: he was always doing something to 
make them laugh. He never called me anything other than “Johnny-than.” And he never gave me a normal handshake; 
it was always a limp handshake because he knew it made me feel weird and got a laugh out of me. But I also know why 

people loved Larry: he always wanted to help. I haven’t yet met a 
missionary who couldn’t use a little more support himself, yet Larry took 
time to help me raise mine. I remember spending a day with him at the 
Freed-Hardeman lectures in 2006, where he made it his mission to 
introduce me to every minister or elder he could, in hopes of helping me 
make contacts for support-raising. When he moved away, he made calls to 
ask some supporters to move their support over to help me. Larry was a 
good adviser to me; never shy to listen to me and offer his opinion. When 
we were visiting family in Tennessee, we always tried to go see Larry and 

Lynda. He always continued to be interested in the work in Latin America. He was always interested in my family. After 
our own move to Tennessee, Larry continued to be a friend to us. When Gema, my wife, became sick, and was in the 
hospital, Larry and Lynda visited to encourage her. After she passed, they were there to hug and comfort me. Those are 
moments and actions I will not forget. Larry had a humongous heart, and my family is eternally grateful that he was 
our friend.

A Far Reaching Influence
Brandon Britton

   For me to write a tribute to Larry may seem a little strange, considering I only saw him twice, and only actually spoke 

to him once, and the extent of that conversation was, “Hello.” So many other people knew him so much better than 
me, but I don’t know if he ever influenced anyone more than he influenced me. In 1997 I was a first year student at the 
Memphis School of Preaching and Larry came to speak about Latin American Missions during our chapel. To my 
knowledge we didn’t even speak to one another, but he certainly spoke to me that morning. I had only been a Christian 
for a year, and a preacher for a few months, but after that sermon I knew I wanted to be a missionary. His passion and 
urgency struck a chord with my heart that still resonates seventeen years later. Ironically, or perhaps providentially, the 
second and only other time I saw Larry was the day I was considering whether or not to accept a job offer I had 
received to work with Latin American Missions. I was eating lunch with Jonathan Winchester at a Buffalo Wild Wings, 
trying to make my decision, and Larry just happened to walk in. I would not be at Latin American Missions if it was 
not for Larry Calandine. From what I have learned about Larry from others, the impact he had on my life was not 
uncommon. Those who met him loved him and were inspired by him to do more, to be more. Only in eternity will we 
truly ever know just how far and how many people his influence actually did reach.
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Wanna Go New Car Shopping?
  In my thirty-eight years I 
have never owned a new 
car. That may not seem like 
anything unique to you, but 
growing up my dad owned 
at least eight. He loved a 
new car and I love a used 
one. I liked the fact that you 
could buy a used car that 
would have many years/
miles of  driving, and 
someone else would pay 
mark up value. Both of  my 
sons purchased their first 
cars used, at a greatly 
discounted price. With the 
advent of  the internet and 
services like Craigslist, you 
can really find great deals 

on good vehicles. You can 
do that here, but that’s not 
the case in Panama.

  Currently the Bible 
School of  the Americas 
and the Children’s Home 
are in need of  new 
vehicles. And when I say 
new vehicles, I actually 
mean a new vehicle, not 
just “new to you.” Just like 
in the states, a used vehicle 
would be much cheaper, 
but unlike the states, the 
road conditions in Panama 
City are treacherous on 
vehicles. Currently the ones 
they are using are 12 years 
old and, to put it bluntly, 

are “flat worn out.” They 
have been repaired over 
and over to the point they 
are unreliable and not 

worth the cost of  repairs. 
These vehicles are used 
daily to transport children 
to school, purchase supplies,  
transport students, pick up 
people at the airport, etc. 
They are a necessary tool.

We Need Your 
Help Purchasing 
Two New Vans

Both the school and the 
Children’s Home are in 
need of  a new van. The 
Bible School van currently 
isn’t even running. The cost 
of  each Nissan NV twelve 
passenger van is $31,000. 
What I’m asking you to do 
is help us purchase one or 
both of  these vans. Can you 
or your congregation meet 
this need today?

    If  you work in the 
medical field as a nurse, 
doctor or in radiology, you 
are accustomed to having 
to undergo additional 
training. School teachers 

regularly attend weekend 
seminars for current 
teaching methods and skills. 
Most all fields could benefit 
from occasional extended 
education, and that 

includes preachers and 
certainly those who train 
preachers.

    During the 
week of  
January 27-31, 
Billy Bland 
(Associate 
Director of  the 
Memphis 
School of  
Preaching and Far East 
Evangelism) directed the 
Bible School of  the 
Americas faculty in a week 
of  continued education 
classes. These men have 
dedicated their lives to 
preaching the Gospel and 
the added responsibility    

of  training Gospel 
preachers. What a 
wonderful blessing for them 

to have the opportunity to 
sit in the seat of  a student 
and have their “bucket 
filled.” It was also a 
privilege to have James 
Eaves, preacher for the 
Gonzales, LA congregation, 
teaching “technology in the 
classroom.”

CONTINUED EDUCATION TRAINING FOR 
BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS FACULTY
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Photographed 
from left to 
right are: 
Francisco 
Gonzales, Billy 
Bland, Jack 
Farber, Rigoberto 
Rodriguez, 
Esteban 
Rodriguez, 
Agenor Rudas 
and Simion 
Vasquez. Far left 
is James Eaves & 
Jose Rodriguez.
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From Your Wallet To God’s Vineyard
     These brethren need your help. Money sent in support of the native preachers and instructors at the Bible 
School of the Americas goes directly to the mission field. It makes an immediate impact in a very fruitful 
vineyard that is waiting to be gleaned. I ask not CAN, but WILL you help them?

Panama
Jose Blanford ~ $285.00/month
Alicio Ellington ~ $250.00/month
Alirio Justavino ~ $300.00/month
Reinaldo Midi ~ $375.00/month
Javier Places ~ $225.00/month
Reyes Moran ~ $8.34/month
Fidel Munoz ~ $300.00/month
Atilio Perez ~ $250.00/month
Alonso Racine ~ $325.00/month
Eugenio Racine ~ $315.00/month
Herminio Gonzalez ~ $250.00/month
Elio Quiros ~ $300.00/month
Antonio Perez Smith ~ $400.00/month

Costa Rica
Rodrigo Mora ~ $200.00/month

Honduras
Javier Arriaga ~ $120.00/month
Pedro Celestino ~ $155.00/month
Enrique Chavarria ~ $50.00/month
Carlos Arturo Diaz  
Olvan Diaz ~ $310.00/month
Javier Flores ~ $135.00/month
Evers Gallo, Jr. ~ $300.00/month
German Emilio Gamez 
C. Hernandez, Sr. ~ $220.00/month
Miguel Ponce ~ $25.00/month
Enrique Ramirez ~ $50.00/month
Jose Elias Roque ~ $50.00/month
Omar Rosales ~ $465.00/month
Antonio Pineda ~ $15.00/month

Nicaragua
Jiro Rodriguez ~ $200.00/month

El Salvador
Victor Bonilla ~ $420.00/month

Colombia
Fernando Ospina ~ $300.00/month
Humberto Velasquez ~ $200.00/month

Chile
Wilson Viloria Barreto ~ $200.00/month

Agenor Rudas ~ $667.50/month Esteban Rodriguez ~ $225.00/month

Francisco Gonzalez ~ $610/month Rigoberto Rodriquez ~ $460/month

Bible School Of  The Americas Faculty In Need

Suggestions On How You Can Help
    Most folks I know look at this page and their hearts break. They know 
these men are committed to preaching the Gospel with or without 
financial assistance from other brethren, but we all know it would make 
their lives so much easier. Think of the discouragement you feel if you 
don’t get a Christmas bonus or cost of living raise every few years. For 
these men raises and bonuses are luxuries they will never know. They are 
just hoping for enough to survive without having to try and split their 
time between secular work and helping lead and teach a spiritually young 
congregation. Most everyone wants to help, but few feel they have the 
resources to do it. If this is your feeling and situation, may I offer a few 
suggestions.
     1) Challenge your Bible class to pass a basket each week and let 
people put in a few dollars or whatever they like and then send it in 
support each month. 2) Ask the congregational leaders to allow a special 
one time contribution and send it in to be dispersed over a year. 3) See if 
three or four families who are your friends will go in with you to commit 
$10.00-25.00 per month in support. You can do it and they need you to!
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Memory
Carolyn Griffin
	 M/M Bill Ward
	 M/M Sonny Waller
	 M/M Roger Steis
	 Andy Register
	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 M/M Brad Cochran
	 M/M Colin DeLoach
	 M/M Dallas Sapp, Jr.
	 M/M Douglas Jones
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
Eunice Glisson
	 M/M Bill Ward
	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.
	 M/M Colin DeLoach
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
Walter “Coot” Roland
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Glenn & Virginia Copeland
	 M/M Brad Cochran
Clyde Pennington
	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.
Austin Parker
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Hilary Brock
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Linda James
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Riley H. Greer, Sr.
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Lou Miller
	 M/M Guy Dickinson
Jan Brimhall
	 Betty Shafer
Ralph Chambers
	 M/M Bill Ward

Memory
Ursula Smith
	 M/M Paul Swanson
David Kirkland
	 M/M Roger Steis
Ronald Forte
	 Forrest Park C/C
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Ronald Drake
	 Ann Drake
Eula Copeland
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Turner Gibson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Paul Jones
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Forrest Park C/C
	 M/M Roger Steis
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
Thomas Rains
	 Germantown C/C
	 M/M Neil Anderson
	 M/M Harold Maddux
	 GA Ya-Ya Girls
	 M/M Gene Daulton
	 M/M Jeff  Hooberry III
Leamond Moore
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Forrest Park C/C
Joe Smith
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Wendell Spearman
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Annie Lee Woods
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Jean Ligon
	 Jimmie Hale

Memory
Randy Griffin
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Forrest Park C/C
Jodie Baker
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Cleo Jernigan
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Luke Kasarjian
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Thirma Blethan
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Lupe Phipps
	 Tony L. Martinez
Mack & Clark Choate
	 JB & Gladys West, Jr.
Renie Watson
	 Dale Britton
	 Randy & Martha Britton
Jesse & Annette Lorren
	 Kenneth R. Lorren
Ron Barr
	 Forrest Park C/C
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Rose Earp
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
	 Forrest Park C/C
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 Bill & Ruth Daugherty
	 Steve & Sandra Daugherty
“Aunt Johnnie”
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Donnie Shiver
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Margaret Stephens Hasty
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Cindy Brown
	 M/M Paul Swanson
William Davis
	 M/M Paul Swanson

Honors & Memorial Contributions
August 2013 - January 2014
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Memory
George Hallum
	 M/M Paul Swanson
Norman Harnage
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Sandra Smith
	 Myra Carter
Clifford S. Campbell, Jr.
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Gwynnette Hughes Sandlin
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Gerald Watts
	 Louise Watts Family
Shirley Cody
	 Rosie Howton
Maxine Deeter
	 Rosie Howton
Don Williams
	 Roger & Mandy Myers
Felton Daugherty
	 M/M Douglas Jones
	 M/M Donnie Albritton
	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
	 M/M Jack Hutchinson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Bill & Ruth Daugherty
Lindsey Hundley
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Forrest Park C/C
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
	 Steve & Sandra Daugherty
	 Bill & Ruth Daugherty
Anita Harrison
	 Charles Harrison
	 M/M Vineet Patel
	 M/M Adam Harrison
	 M/M Travis Harrison
	 M/M Mat Ransdell

Memory
Larry Calendine
	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 Rhonda Thompson
	 M/M Douglas Jones
	 M/M Donnie Albritton
	 Stan & Rebecca Burcham
	 Mark, Melanie, Alex &
	 Jackson Gaw
	 Riverside Radiology &
	 Interventional
	 Brady & Tara Totten
	 M/M Michael Levitt
	 M/M Jerry Byrd & West
	 Main Medical Center
	 Carolyn Byrd
	 Diane Johnson
	 Debbie DeCaro
	 Lisa Cook
	 Mikki Knox
	 Ann Marie Forster
	 Misty Webb
	 Joyce Carter
	 Anna Manis
	 Debbie Crisantemi
	 Viscent, LLC
	 Rogersville C/C
	 Larry & Ann Hastings
	 Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Thomas
	 M/M Joe Walkup
	 Cheri Darks
	 Robert & Dana Byrd
	 John & Anna Lee Crysel
	 Ryan & Christy Staggs
	 Jose Velasco
	 M/M Bobby W. Brown
	 John & Christine McBryan
	 M/M Clifford Lewis
	 M/M Lyle Owens
	 M/M Gale Koening
	 M/M Paul Nau

Memory
Larry Calendine
	 M/M David Duncan
	 Advanced Diagnostic
	 Imaging
	 Dr. & Mrs. David R. Watts
	 M/M Larry Ligon
	 Len & Christine Adcock
	 Galen & Donna Romine
	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
	 Barbara Cozart
	 Thomas Blankenship
	 H. Kendle Yates
	 Star Physical Therapy &
	 Shawn Allender
	 Christine Rice, Jr. &
	 Touchstone Imaging
	 Quality Mobile X-Ray &
	 Jill Beatty
	 Chris & Rachel Hovis
	 Roby Smith
	 Jeff  & Rebekah Hearn
	 Raif  Erim
	 Mark Dentz
	 Darcy Collins
	 Sandra Shoemake
	 Christina Williamson
	 Jeffrey Huggett
	 Consuella C. Dixon
	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.
	 Brentwood Hills C/C
	 New Hermon C/C
	 Ed Sloan & Associates Inc.
	 Strategic Radiology LLC
	 Jonesville C/C
	 D.C. & B.J. Thatcher
	 Forrest Park C/C
	 M/M Jason Haley
	 Teresa Hargrove
	 Premier Radiology
	 A-Team White Bridge

In Honor
M/M Doug Jones 50th Anniv.
	 M/M Roger Steis
Joyce & Gale Koening
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Melanie Mackey
	 Rosie Howton

Ronnie & Cynthia Burns
	 Rosie Howton
William & Marcia Fowler
	 Rosie Howton
M/M Odell Kirby
	 M/M Donald Nims
Jack Farber
	 M/M Keith Shepherd

M/M Robert D. Pace
	 Benjamin H. Perry
Lance & Rolena Smith
	 Rosie Howton
Pat & Elizabeth Waggoner
	 Roger & Mandy Myers
Derek & Karl Howton
	 Rosie Howton 

M/M Robert McCloud
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
Turner Paseur
	 M/M Pierce Flatt
M/M Ray Joyner
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin
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Change The World VBS Coin Drives
  Summer is just around the corner and chances are your 
congregation is busy making plans for Vacation Bible School. In 
most congregations VBS is one of the highlights of the year. 
Attendance goes up, visitors come from all around, and 
involvement is at a yearly high. How can it get any better? The 
answer is really quite simple.
     Each year several congregations choose to participate in a Coin 
Drive for Latin American Missions during their VBS. This year 
I’m asking your congregation to join the ever growing list of 
congregations that support missions with a little spare change.
   Here’s how it works: each night during VBS, challenge the 
classes to bring in spare change (make it a game, a competition, 
whatever you like). At the end of the week, take the change to the 
bank and send the amount raised to LAM.
    Here’s why you should do it: It will create an excitement every 
night amongst the entire congregation, young and old. It teaches 
children to be mindful of their responsibility to God beyond the 
walls of their church building. It is an easy way to support missions 
without taking from the budget.
   You will be amazed when you see how much money (several 
hundreds and sometimes thousands of dollars) can be collected by 
children bringing in spare change for one week or weekend. If you 
would like more information or are interested in participating, 
contact Brandon Britton at (931) 309-1499 or by email at 
brandonbritton37@yahoo.com
     This year teach your children how they can change the world!


