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In T his Issue...    You may not speak much Spanish, 
but you likely know the phrase 
“Feliz Navidad” is Spanish for 
“Merry Christmas.” For the rest of 
the holiday season when you hear it, 
I want you 
to think of 
L a t i n 
Amer ican 
Missions in 
g e n e r a l , 
a n d t h e 
Children’s 
H o m e 
specifically. 
As you begin 
your Christmas shopping I’m asking 
you to add one of the children in 
our care to your Christmas list. 
Their new school year begins in 
February and we will have to buy 
uniforms, shoes, school supplies, 

book bags and more for around 25 
children. For an $80.00 gift you can 
provide all of those things for one of 
these children. You can do this as a 
congregation, individually, in your 

S u n d a y S c h o o l 
class or as a ladies 
Bible class project. 
Along with any 
iPods or X-Boxes 
you may be buying 
to put under your 
tree, why not make 
sure some school 
uniforms are under 

their tree? Will you 
add at least one child to your 
Christmas list? If yes, send and 
make checks payable to: Forrest 
Park Church of Christ PO Box 
2330 Valdosta, GA 31604 with 
a note that it is for Uniforms.
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       Why We Serve
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you fed me, gave me drink, welcomed me, clothed me 
visited me and came to me.Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me” (Matthew 25:36-40)



Give The Gift That Keeps On Giving
   As you read this you have likely started thinking about the upcoming holidays, spending time with family and friends, 
but not yet making plans for next year.  However, the time will be approaching when you will be making plans for next 
year, different goals, travel, diet, etc. The Children’s Home is already looking forward to next year and facing some 
difficult challenges that that are ahead of us. Some of these challenges are recurring, however some of them are new.  
We have been entrusted with twenty-five precious souls to care for; souls with different problems and different attitudes.   
   One of these challenges came to light for me this summer when two of the older boys approached me to talk. Let me 
back up just a little; four of our kids will be graduating from High School this 
December, two boys and two girls. The two boys came and spoke for all four and 
wanted to know about their future and what was the Children’s Home going to do 
with them when they graduated. I did not understand the question “what was the 
Children’s Home going to do with them after graduation?”. You see, these four 
know that Children’s Homes run by the state relinquish any responsibility for 
children when they turn eighteen and finish high school; they are removed from 
the home. These four, Evelio, Feliciano, Meivis and Nilka, were under the 
impression that when they graduated they would have to leave the home and not 

be able to attend college. I can’t imagine the 
stress that was causing them.
   This brings us to a point on how to help these 
four – and those who will follow them - solve 
this challenge. Money will be needed to send 
them to college for the next four years. Two of 
them have funds committed, but we are in need 
of help with the other two at $380 per month. 
The four need different living arrangements also. In the Children’s Home they are 
unable to cook their own food because Panama law requires only licensed cooks be 
allowed in the kitchen. To help resolve this issue, we would like to build two small 
apartments where college students could move into and learn to become independent 
while they receive support and advice from house parents. The cost of the 
apartments has not been determined yet.

   Another challenge for us is the repair to the roof, which we hope to replace this 
next dry season. When the heavy monsoon rainy season comes the roof leaks to the 

point it becomes a safety hazard. A Christian brother who is an architect is already working on blueprints for the 
Children’s Home and a solution to the problem is estimated to cost between $15,000 and $25,000.

   Another challenge is the replacement of the 15-passenger van. After many years of good service, the van now requires 
more time and money to maintain. When the van breaks down there still is a need to transport children to the doctor, 
buy food or simply run necessary errands for the effective functioning of the Children’s Home. A used van would cost 
between $20,000-$30,000.

    All of these challenges are things we need to take care of. However the biggest challenge we face is the monthly 
budget. We receive an average of $10,454 per month from blessed people, like you, who support us. We cannot thank 
you enough for all that you do. However, our monthly budget is $12,032 per month. This shortfall will place the 
functioning of the Children’s Home in a dire situation soon. The children who depend on us – on you and me -- need 
our support. Will you help us meet these challenges? Please read Proverbs 21:13 and remember that Our Children are 
crying to us for help! “Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of  the poor will also cry himself  and not be heard.”

from the desk and heart of Casa Hogar Director Dave Huffman
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“Change” The World
Go to your couch right 
now, lift up the cushions 
and what do you see? You 
will likely see crumbs, 
perhaps the T.V. remote 
you’ve been looking for, and 
almost certainly a few loose 
coins. Go through the 
pockets of  your laundry 
before putting them into the 
washing machine. What’s in 
there? Change. Look in 
parking lots, around 
vending machines, in 
floorboards of  cars and you 
will likely find spare change. 
Pennies and dimes, and if  
you’re lucky a quarter. 
Truth is, we can find coins 

lying around because most 
people consider them not 
valuable enough to be 
worth the trouble to pick 
up. After all, what can you 
possibly do with a few 
pennies? Actually, quite a 
lot it turns out.

 This past summer six 
congregations located in 
Tennessee, Georgia and 
Florida, each challenged 
their congregations and 
children to bring in their 
spare change during 
Vacation Bible School. 
What can be accomplished 
with just a few pennies? 
When those pennies are 

joined by nickels, dimes, 
quarters (and even some 
dollar bills), they add up 
quickly. Those six 

congregations were able to 
raise over SIX 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
in just spare change during 
a week long VBS!  This 
money didn’t come from 
wealthy adults, it didn’t 

come out of  the 
congregations’ 
contributions or budgets, it 
was just children bringing in 
spare change each night. 
The largest single amount 
contributed was actually 
from the smallest 
congregation numerically.

What This Means 
To You

Congregations and 
individuals all across the 
country have been 
trimming their budgets for 
some time now. Most have a 
desire to help support 

mission efforts, but struggle 
with knowing how or where 
to find the money. A VBS 
coin drive can be the 
answer we are all looking 

for. Imagine, not just six 
congregations, but fifty, a 
hundred, two hundred and 
fifty congregations using 

their VBS week to help 
Latin American 
Missions “Change The 
World.” We could 
literally put tens of  
thousands, if  not 
hundreds of  thousands 
of  dollars into the 
mission field with just spare 
change. As an added 
benefit it creates an air of  
excitement in the 
congregation during VBS 
as the children’s 
enthusiasm for filling the 
coin jar spreads to the 
adults. Can we count on 
YOU to take the initiative 
to make this happen in your 
congregation this year?

Here’s How You 
Can Do It

#1 - Talk to your elders, 
preacher, men’s meeting or 
VBS committee about 
participating. #2 - Contact 
a LAM staff  member or the 
office for details, ideas and 
tips to make it successful. 
Help us “Change” the 
world in 2014! 

“THOSE SIX CONGREGATIONS WERE ABLE TO RAISE OVER $6,000 IN JUST SPARE 
CHANGE DURING A WEEK LONG VBS!”
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by Brandon Britton

Imagine, not 
just six 
congregations, 
but fifty, a 
hundred, two 
hundred 
congregations 
using their VBS 
week to help 
Latin American 
Missions 
“Change The 
World.”



Pew-Sitters Are Not Gospel-Travelers
J. Randal Matheny

HAS GOD GIVEN TO ALL PEOPLES ANY 
COMMAND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT THAT 
CAN BE DISREGARDED BECAUSE SOMEONE 

ELSE HAS OBEYED IT?
Can I decline obedience to a certain commandment 
because my brother Bob has obeyed it? Is there such a 
thing as obedience by proxy? Some people want to make 
“baptism for the dead” (1 Cor 15:29) into such an idea, 
but it won’t wash (pun intended). The Roman Catholic 
Church says that the parent’s faith counts for the child in 
infant baptism. We know that’s not right either. “He who 
believes” must be the same person as “he who is 
baptized” (see Mark 16:16).

So why then do we leave evangelism to others? Why do 
we let others fulfill for us God’s mission of taking the 
gospel to the whole world? Can the congregation across 
town be evangelistic or mission-minded in our place? Can 
the preacher do my evangelism for me? Some, for 
whatever reason, have 
attempted to weaken the 
sending of God. They 
have made the “go” into 
an attitude of “whenever 
you get around to it.” As 
you are able. They have 
t u r n e d t h e G r e a t 
Commiss ion into the 
Stationary Position.

In Matthew’s gospel, the 
Greek participle “going” 
in 28:19 partakes of the 
imperative nature of the 
m a i n v e r b , “ m a k e 
disciples.” It doesn’t mean 
“as you go” or “whenever 
you get around to going.” 
It means “you must go.” No 
major Bible version translates Matthew 28:19 “as you 
go.” There’s a reason for that. Such bad exegesis squeaks 
by because people pick and choose their verses, without 
taking into account what all of Scripture says on a 
subject. If a person would only read Mark’s account, the 
problem would be solved: “[Jesus] said to them, ‘Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature’” (Mark 16:15 NET). In the same way that two 
main verbs are joined by a conjunction in verse 16, Jesus 
joins two imperatives in verse 15, “go … and preach.” 
The word “go” is often translated “depart, leave, journey, 

travel” (Mounce). It implies an intentional, purposeful 
leaving of one’s own location in order to reach another 
location. It denotes a constant effort to reach new people 
with the old gospel.

PEW-SITTERS ARE NOT GOSPEL-TRAVELERS. 
THE CHURCH THAT THINKS THE LOST MUST 
COME INSIDE ITS WALLS HAS NOT THE SPIRIT 

OF CHRIST
The church that thinks the lost must come inside its walls 
has not the spirit of Christ. “Just as the Father has sent 
me, I also send you” (John 20:21). The church that thinks 
it has plenty to do in its own neighborhood fails to 
understand the Son of God who left heaven to set up his 
tabernacle among man. “Now the Word became flesh 
and took up residence among us” (John 1:14). As long as 
someone has yet to hear the gospel, the order to go still 
stands. One two-week mission trip to another country 
does not fulfill the command. Yesterday’s foray does not 

cover tomorrow’s need. 
L ike the Phar i see s 
before them, many 
Christians and churches 
have deve loped an 
intr icate sys tem of 
C o r b a n t o a v o i d 
fulfil l ing the Great 
C o m m i s s i o n . 
“Whatever help the lost 
might have received is 
g i v e n t o o u r o w n 
c o m f o r t o r s o c i a l 
programs.” But man 
does not live by bread 
alone.

The lost of the world 
cont inue lo s t . The 

gospel still needs boots on 
the ground. The Word still needs men and women to take 
up residence in towns and cities, in provinces and 
countries, to offer salvation in terms and languages that 
people can understand. We must decide to go, and we 
must plan to go. The going must be intentional, decisive, 
with massive investment of our time, energies, and funds 
for world mission. For this is our task and none other. 
Have gospel, will travel.

Used by permission from Forthright Magazine 
(forthright.net). Copyright © [2013] J. Randal Matheny 4
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$250 MILLION GIVEN TO COLLEGE
     Centre College, a small rural college located in Danville, Kentucky, recently announced that it had received the 
largest single gift in history made to a liberal arts college. The A. Eugene Brockman Charitable Trust donated $250 
million in stocks for the purpose of creating forty scholarships per year. According to Richard Trollinger (vice president 
for college relations), “The vision for this gift is to enable Centre to attract highly qualified students who become 
‘job creators’ as they devote entrepreneurial thinking to society’s needs, thereby stimulating economic 
growth.” (Emphasis mine BB).

     What does this have to do with the church of Christ, Latin American Missions or missions in general? This 
announcement got me to thinking: What if we as Christians thought about the future good that could be accomplished 
through significant giving the way the world does? The quote from the previous paragraph was very telling concerning 

the motive for such lavish giving. The group recognized 
that enabling talented, qualified and driven people to 
be trained and educated served the greater good of 
society. These graduates will go out to become 
entrepreneurs and create business and industries that 
could boost economies and employ tens of thousands. 
Do we honestly think like that when it pertains to 
missions? Granted, there are many who do, yet I would 
argue that most don’t. Missions still has a slightly 
negative air about it, namely, that it is always needing 
funding. Few would disagree that foreign missions is 
making a great impact on the world, but most would 
suggest that the constant pleas for financial support 
becomes taxing and annoying. 

     What if we adopted the attitude of those who made 
this generous gift to Centre College? What if someone, 
or several someones, reading this article decided they 
wanted to significantly invest in the training of Gospel 

preachers? What if they (to alter the earlier quote a little), had a “vision for this gift to enable the Bible School of the 
Americas to attract highly qualified students who become ‘soul winners’ as they devote spiritual thinking to 
society’s needs, thereby stimulating the growth of  the church”?

     The Bible School of the Americas in Panama City, Panama has the capacity to house and train as many as thirty 
students per year. There is a serious need for satellite campuses in Colombia and Peru. The only obstacle to training 
that many men annually in these countries is the financial resources to do it. The world is far ahead of the church in 
terms of thinking about the next generation and providing them with the tools and resources they need to significantly 
impact the world. Obviously gifts of this size are very rare, even in the secular world, but it wouldn’t take anywhere near 
that much to change the landscape of Latin America. What if missions were no longer forced to fight for the crumbs 
that fall from the table, but were instead given a seat at the table. Do you understand what $50,000 or $100,00 or 
$250,000 dollars could accomplish toward the training of preachers? There is no way to calculate what 50, 100, 200 
men trained to preach the Gospel, laboring in the vineyard for forty or fifty years each, could accomplish. They could 
shape a nation, or an entire region. 

     I’m challenging someone reading this newsletter to make a big splash. Make a monumental impact by making, not 
just a contribution, or even a generous contribution, but a historic one. The kind of contribution that is thinking about 
the long term, the big picture. I’m looking for someone with a heart like David, who did not personally build the temple, 
but provided the greatest materials available to him for the future building of the house of God (1 Chronicles 22). You 
may never set foot in Latin America, and may never on this side of eternity meet one of these preacher students, but 
you can provide them with the materials they need.
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“YOU PEOPLE ARE 
ALWAYS ASKING 
PEOPLE FOR MONEY ”
EDITORAL
by Brandon Britton

“Y’ALL ARE ALWAYS ASKING FOR MONEY”
  Admit it, that’s the first thing that pops into your mind 
when you learn that a missionary is speaking at your 
congregation or when one calls you on the telephone or 
you get something from them in the mail. You shouldn’t 
feel bad for thinking that, you’re probably right, but 
there’s a good reason for it. Let me tell you a story.
    At some time you have probably been involved in a 
church building project. The congregation decided they 
needed more classroom space, a fellowship building, a 
larger auditorium or just a complete relocation. The 
next step is deciding how to pay for it. The 
congregation could borrow the money, but few want to 
see the congregation tied to a note. Most of the time the 
plan is to begin a building fund.
  The decision is made and the building campaign 
begins. Each week it will be featured in the bulletin and 
mentioned from the pulpit during announcements. The 
congregation is challenged to give additionally and the 
leadership decides anything given above the normal 
budget will be set aside for the building. Fifth Sunday 
contributions are often designated for the building. 
Quickly a buzz begins generating in the congregation. 
There is a sense of excitement and urgency amongst the 
members. Thousands of dollars pour into the fund and 
this progress is displayed prominently at the front of the 
auditorium through some visual chart (such as a 
drawing of a rising thermometer) or simply by making a 
note of it on the record of attendance and contribution 
board. The congregation has a collective goal and are 
working together toward that goal. Things are going 
well and finally, with much fanfare and excitement the 
goal is finally reached. Ground is broken and the 
building begins. The excitement only grows as the 
various stages of progress continue: foundation, 
framework, electricity and water, finishing and finally 
completion. That first Sunday in the new building/
addition everyone is overjoyed. We did it and we love it. 
  Then it happens. At first, it is very subtle, almost 
unnoticeable, but there are hints. As time goes by the 

buzz begins to die out, little by little. The 
enthusiasm returns to normal and within a few 
years a complacency begins to take root. The 
formerly abounding contribution begins to slowly 
tumble back to “normal.” Often it declines and the 
budget gets cut. If the congregation is fortunate it 
will be spared things like complaining, in-fighting 
and division, but many are not. Admittedly this is 
not always the case, but so many times I have 
witnessed building programs followed up by church 
splits at worst and loss of members at least. But 
why? I don’t think it has anything to do with the 
building fund/program, but the natural return to 
not having a clear plan and goal for the future. 
Building programs are almost always successful 
because they give us a common goal to work toward 
and we “get busy” doing something rather than 
sitting and doing nothing. So what does this have to 
do with mission works “always asking for money”? 
  I visit this congregation and ask for support for the 
mission work and am told by the leadership “we 
can't, we’re barely making our budget ourselves.” I 
ask if I can talk to the congregation and ask for help  
and the members give $1,200. Why? How? They 
were waiting to be asked. They weren't inspired to 
give to a budget that had been the same for 20 
years. They didn’t have a specific goal such as a 
building program to give toward. Another reason is 
because they wanted to do something, anything, just 
not nothing. When things are sedentary they are 
declining. Your body, your house, your car will 
deteriorate, and so will your faith. 
  We are always asking for money because we are 
always looking to grow, expand and serve in new 
ways. This work began with just a plan to 
evangelize Panama. Since that time is has expanded 
to include a children's home, a preaching school, 
churches planted and built, disaster relief and 
medical campaigns. These things began as dreams 
and became reality by asking for money to make 
them happen, and untold good has been done as a 
result. 
  In case you are wondering, we are still dreaming 
and we are dreaming big. We want to grow, not 
become sedentary or decline. We want to grow, not 
for selfish or personal reasons, but because we want 
to serve and save more suffering people. When we 
stop asking, start worrying, because that means 
we've stopped dreaming. “Where there is no vision 
the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18). Since 1958 this 
work has been continually growing, and Lord 
willing, it will only grow more and more if the Lord 
gives us another fifty years in His service.6



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                	

     Over the past decade, Polishing The Pulpit (PTP) has grown to become 
one of the spiritual highlights of brethren from all over the United States. 
This past year over three thousand Christians converged upon Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee to listen to hundreds of sermons and classes dealing on 
virtually every conceivable topic. Among those three thousand attendees 
was the staff of Latin American Missions. It is rare for all of the missions 
team to be gathered in one location, but for a week in August we were 
there, and we came to work.     
     The main convention hall housed the LAM banner and display table 
(seen in the photograph to the left) During the week thousands of  people 

“Giving is associated with success in every category of life....the person who gives is always 
several steps happier than the person who does not.....there is a direct correlation between 
generous giving and happiness....if you want to be happy give generously....people who 

give generously are happier.”
                               Kyle Butt during the Latin American Missions Forum at Polishing The Pulpit 2013

Latin American Missions At Polishing The Pulpit 2013

LAM impacts Christians individually and congregations collectively too!
     The PTP organizers generously allotted three hours of class time to Latin American 
Missions staff members. Bible School of the Americas Director Jack Farber moderated the 
sessions and did one of the presentations on the work as well. Staff member, and Future 
Ministers Camp co-ordinator Kirk Brothers, also made a presentation on the impact the 
Future Ministers Camps were having on the next generation of  Christians in Latin America.
     In addition to our staff members, other brethren, missionaries, preachers and elders spoke 
on behalf of Latin American Missions. Debater and author Kyle Butt described his experience 
on campaigns, teaching in the Bible School of the Americas and the impact their time at the 
Children’s Home had on his family. Former Major League Baseball player and current elder 

flow through this area, some 
shopping for books, some just 
browsing and others interested in 
learning about missions. We had 
the privilege of talking one on 
one with hundreds of brethren 
from all over the United States 
about the work we are doing in 
Central and South America. The 
hundreds of contacts made 
during this week translate into 
campaigners the following year 
a n d s o m e t i m e s f i n a n c i a l 
supporters of the work for a 
lifetime.

Johnny LeMasters spoke of the way that working with LAM 
has changed their congregation. Current missionary to the 
Pacific Islands Rocco Pierce, told of his introduction to 
missions through a LAM campaign many years ago. We want 
to thank all of those who attended, asked for more 
information and helped us spread the word about the good 
being done in the name of Jesus in Central and South 
America through LAM.
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"Where do we get men like these?"
by Jack Farber, Director of  the Bible School of  the Americas

CAMPAIGNS ARE A REAL EYE OPENER, ESPECIALLY THE FIRST ONE YOU GO ON
    It has been said that you remember your first and last campaigns, and all the others become a blur. I can vividly 
remember my first campaign - July 1-10, 1977 to Bocas del Toro, Panama. I did not know any Spanish, being a first 
timer, and just one of many other participants with Bob Bryson as my team leader. I was assigned Julio Cruz, one of the 
teachers in the preacher training school, as my partner and translator. Several times I had participated in campaigns in 
the States and currently I served as a youth minister in Little Rock, AR. Having graduated from Harding University 
four years earlier with a degree in Bible, I felt equipped to conduct Bible studies in general. All I needed was help with 
the language and culture. That is where Julio came in as "my helper". It didn't take me long to find out what a treasure I 
had in my translator, Julio Cruz. When I needed a verse and could not remember where it was located, I would ask 
Julio. Without batting an eye he knew exactly where it was BOOK, CHAPTER AND VERSE!!! I learned very quickly 
who was best prepared to lead the studies. Not only did he know his Bible, but he knew just how to go about handling 
the myriad questions the native people had and why they had them.  When I got stuck, I turned to Julio to "take it and 
run with it". He never stopped. When we were eating or occupied with other things, I could always find Julio with some 
other native, cornered, studying the Bible. It truly was his passion. No one had to tell him it was time to get started - he 
was already in high gear. Julio and I became good friends, and when I was selected to go with my family to live in 
Panama to be the co-director on the Panamerican Bible School, I was to work under Julio who was the new director. 

THE BSA WAS A DREAM OF A COUPLE OF MEN AS FAR BACK AS THE 1950’S
    At that time the only churches of Christ were in the U.S. Canal Zone, with the exception of one in Panama City and 
Almirante in the Bocas del Toro providence. These men saw the need for putting the Gospel into the hands of faithful 
native men who would preach to their own countrymen in their own language. They first tried sending men to the 
States. Two went to Lubbock, TX in 1962. Only one returned, Julio Cruz. It took a few years, but on Sept 14, 1965, the 
Panamerican Bible School began the training of  fourteen natives from Panama and Costa Rica. 
    In the early years very little records were kept so we do not have an exact count of how many men passed through 
the school, but our best guess is that well over 500 men have been trained. The school has been the backbone of the 
work of Latin American Missions.  In the beginning, the native preachers accompanied the campaign to do the 
evangelizing. Only on Evangelistic campaigns did the “gringo” work directly in evangelism. That of course has changed 
over the years by having “gringos” participate in evangelism on medical campaigns. It was obvious that when we had 
conversions on a campaign and there was no congregation in the area, that we had to do something. WE HAVE 
NEVER BAPTIZED PEOPLE AND LEFT THEM WITHOUT A NATIVE PREACHER. I believe that is why 
Panama, with over 200 congregations, has more congregations than any other Central American Country. We have 
duplicated that in every country to which we travel and work. It is automatic that when a new congregation is 
established that we have a native preacher to handle the work.
     So the next time you are on campaign and marvel at the native preachers who accompany you, be thankful for the 
Bible School of the Americas. Without this school none of that would happen, and without your support there would 
be no school.
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Jesus The Fundraiser?
“And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, And certain women, which had 
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, And 
Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him 
of their substance” (Luke 8:1-3)

BEGGING FOR MONEY?
     When I was accepted to preaching school in 1997, I had to leave my job and enroll in school full-time. This meant 
that I wouldn’t be able to work a secular job while a student. In order to do this, I had to contact dozens of 
congregations and ask them to commit to supporting my family on a monthly basis. This was a difficult and humbling 
experience. When I came to work with Latin American Missions full time in 2011, I had to leave my salaried position as 
a local preacher and once again begin contacting dozens of congregations to ask for support. Anyone who has worked 
in missions in any capacity knows that this is an occupational hazard. If you are going to work in missions you are going 
to have to “beg” for money. Even if you don’t work in missions you know this is how things work. When you find out 
that a missionary is coming to speak at your congregation, what is the first thought you have? Likely, “He’s coming to 
ask for money.” This is just the way it is, but does it have to be?

     Did you notice at the top of the page that the Scripture said that Jesus and His apostles were financially supported in 
their ministry by a number of brothers and sisters? However, search your New Testament and you will find no examples 
of Jesus or the apostles “fundraising.” They didn’t travel from congregation to congregation making presentations, send 
out fundraising letters or publish newsletters, yet they were fully funded in their ministry. How? His disciples believed in 
His cause and were willing to do whatever they needed to do to make it successful. At a recent devotional I heard a 
preaching student make the point, “Instead of missionaries having to go from church to church begging for money to 
go into the mission field, churches should be going from preacher to preacher saying, ‘We will pay to send you if you 
will be willing to go.’”

WHY DOES GOD WANT OR NEED MY MONEY?
     God certainly doesn’t NEED our money. “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine” (Psalm 
50:12). If God doesn’t need our money, why does He want it? Think of it like this: Have you ever allowed your children 
or grandchildren to “help” you do the dishes, cook dinner or some other chore? If you have you know that you could do 
it faster and better without them (they usually make a bit of a mess), so why ask them to help at all? A few reasons. You 
enjoy the fellowship and love shared between the two of you while working side by side. They also experience the same 
joy working and being with you. Additionally, they have a greater sense of pride and appreciation in the work because 
they invested in it and gained valuable experience from it. Could it be that God allows us to contribute to His efforts at 
saving the lost for the same reasons? The mutual joy of working together with God and the satisfaction of being able to 
invest in what God is doing. He doesn’t need our help, but we need to help. It keeps our focus on heavenly treasures 
rather than earthly ones (Matthew 6:19-20). Why not start today by asking how you can help, rather than waiting to be 
asked. You don’t know the blessings you’re missing out on if  you don’t.
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Love In Any Language
   Victor is eighteen years old I believe.  He lives in Honduras.  He is passionate.  About everything.  He is passionate 
about life.  He is passionate about soccer.  He is passionate about meeting new people. Victor is passionate about God. 
He always has a smile on his face. Victor is not materially rich.  He comes from a family who does not own many 
physical possessions. In the past, sometimes Victor has been unable to attend school because neither he nor his family 
could afford the basic necessities needed to attend school (i.e.  uniform, books, shoes, etc.). But this does not keep Victor 
from smiling. Victor is a short young man.  Most of the young people his age, boys and girls alike, are taller than him.  I 
believe he is around  5 feet tall.

ON JUNE 29-JULY 6, 2013, WE HAD A MEDICAL AND EVANGELISTIC MISSION 
CAMPAIGN IN MARCALA, A BEAUTIFUL REGION IN LA PAZ, HONDURAS.  

I invited Victor to come help. Victor had not been formally trained to preach the gospel (yet), but I invited him anyway. 
I met Victor at a Christian Youth Camp we had in Honduras in January and was very impressed with him. He 
encourages everyone around him with his never-ending smile and zeal for life. He seems to have more energy than the 
vast majority of people. During the Campaign in Marcala, everyone worked tremendously hard. People were lined up 
in the streets to see our Medical Staff, and our Medical Providers, Dentist, Pharmacists, Nurses, etc. worked tirelessly to 
help the people as much as they could with their physical needs. However, the majority of the people who came 
through our Clinic not only wanted physical help, they wanted to know why we were in Marcala. Many wanted to know 
more about Jesus Christ, more about the Lord’s Church, more about the Bible. We had rented a building right off the 
main town square to host our free Medical Clinic as well as our Gospel Meeting. It was like a Community Center or 
Convention Hall. There was ample space to treat many people as well as have Bible Classes for Children. There was 
also plenty of space to have Bible studies. All day long, folks would sit around tables after they had passed through the 
Medical Clinic and study God’s word, eager to learn more about the good news of Christ. Many people came to know 
Christ that week and were baptized into Christ! 
    One day as I walked through  the Clinic, I saw Victor seated alone with a girl, whom I believe was in her teens. They 
were sharing a Bible and looking up passages together.

EVERY FEW MINUTES, SHE WOULD WRITE ON A NOTE PAD AND THEN PASS IT 
TO HIM.  THEN HE WOULD WRITE ON THE NOTEPAD AND PASS IT BACK.

They probably spent an hour doing this and then I realized what they were doing. The young  girl was deaf. Since 
Victor did not know Sign Language, he had simply improvised. They sat there in silence studying God’s word together, 
passing the note pad back and forth across the table. As I realized what was happening, I could not help but smile. Here 
was a young man with a heart like Christ. A young man who did not see an obstacle, but an opportunity. In Christ’s life 
on this earth, we see all kinds of people He encountered. Jesus came in contact with the deaf, the blind, the lame, the 
sick, etc. But we see that Jesus treated them all with love. Jesus died on the Cross for all of us. “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” (John 3:16). The good news of Jesus Christ is for the whole world! May we all share the truth of God’s word in 
love with everyone we meet. May we all see opportunities instead of obstacles. May we see and treat people with the 
eyes and heart of  Jesus.
 Here are some of the results from the campaign in Marcala, Honduras: 571 doctors patients, 
110 dental patients, 408 pairs of eye glasses given away, 316 - Children’s Bible class attendance, 448 
Teen/Adult Bible class attendance, 293 Bible studies with 334 people, resulting in 27 baptisms and 3 
restorations. 10
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The Envelope Method
Put small envelopes in the backs of the pews (where the attendance cards are 
usually kept) and encourage the congregation to make contributions to 
missions (in addition to their normal contribution) by placing money in the 
envelope and then putting the envelope in the collection plate. Any money 
collected in these envelopes is designated for the mission work and sent in 
monthly. Do you realize that a congregation which has just twenty-five 
households, each contributing $10.00 per month, can provide $250.00 per 
month in support of missions? In many places that is enough money to fully 
support a native preacher! The weekly cost to the family is a mere $2.50, the 
cost of  a Coke and a candy bar. You won’t even miss it.

Miss A Meal Method
In our fast paced and hectic culture, it is quite common for families to eat out on a regular basis (the average family eats 
out five times per week, twenty times per month). For a typical family of four a 
Sunday lunch will cost between $28.00 (McDonalds burger, fries, drink for 
four) and $50.00 (or more). What if your family, and perhaps a group of 
families, committed to gathering at home one Sunday per month for a home 
cooked meal, with the intention of writing a check, not to a restaurant, but to a 
mission work, with the money you saved? A few families could easily send 
$50.00 to $200.00 a month in support, not to mention eating healthier and 
enjoying fellowship and closeness by eating with brethren in their homes. 
Everybody wins!

Automatic Draft Method
 Technology has revolutionized bill paying. The only check I write is a 
contribution check. All other bills are automatically deducted from my 
checking on a monthly basis. I don’t have to remember to write them or make sure they are on time. It is all handled 
automatically and electronically. There are an estimated 1.5 million members of the church of Christ in the U.S. If only 
10% agreed to auto draft just $10.00 per month  it would result in $1.5 million in mission support PER MONTH!!! 
Most families would not even miss the $10.00 and you would not even have to remember to send it in. Missions are in 
desperate need of your help and hopefully these suggestions will motivate you to look at new, easy, but effective ways 
you can continue to support missions in a recession.

Creative Ideas On How To Support Missions

During an economic slow down, one of the first things to suffer is non-profit organizations, such as mission works. 
Contributions go down, church budgets are reduced and almost always, the easiest item to cut from the budget is 
support of foreign missions. I truly don’t believe that anyone desires this, but for most it seems inevitable. This has 
forced mission works to go back to the drawing board and “re-think” how we raise support for missions. Perhaps 
you have heart for supporting mission but you just aren’t sure how you can find room in the family or 
congregational budget to make it happen. It doesn’t take a $1,000 check to make an impact in Latin America. May 
I make a few suggestions concerning how you can support Latin American Missions and not break the budget?  
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Eight For The Price Of One 
by Brandon Britton

     I can remember being told over and over when I first entered the ministry, “You’re never going to get rich being a 
preacher.” I believed it, initially, but fifteen years and time in six Central American countries has changed my 
perspective somewhat. Statistically speaking, the average minister in the church of Christ in the United States is paid 
$3,600 per month ($44,000 per year) in compensation. In comparison to various denominations this is actually on the 
lower end of the pay scale for ministers and professional religious workers, but when compared to our brethren who are 
preaching in other countries, it is astronomically high.

    When I was in high school I worked for the County Highway Department, and one of my jobs involved working with 
the “Bush Hog” crew. Each day our tractors would drive up and down the roads using giant mowers to cut down the 

tall grass on the roadside. This past summer I spent some time 
talking with a few men who worked on a similar “Bush Hog” 
crew in El Salvador. Their job was a little different than was 
mine. They cleared the tall roadside grass, not with tractors and 
mowers, but hand held machetes. A group of about five men, 
bent over at the waist, and hand chopped the grass with a 
machete for about ten hours a day. Their compensation? Five 
dollars. Not five dollars an hour, but five dollars per day! In 1993 
I was making $4.25 per hour ($42.50 per day), roughly eight 
times what these men make today.

     What does this have to do with the average salary of a minister in the church of Christ in the United States? For 
every one preacher that we financially support in the U.S. we could fully support EIGHT in Central and South 
America at an average of $450.00 per month per preacher. Let me put it another way: if you had some extra money 
and wanted to help feed someone who was hungry, would you prefer to feed one person or eight people? The answer is 
so obvious it is almost an insult to ask, yet when we apply this same principle to foreign missions we tend to hesitate. I 
would estimate that for every one preacher in Latin America, there are roughly twenty-five in the United States. My 
purpose is not to advocate pay cuts to our local ministers, but to encourage the support of our foreign brothers who are 
doing the exact same labor in far more fruitful fields, with far less support. 

     On the next page of this newsletter you will see a number of faithful Gospel preachers in Central and South 
America who are continuing to labor, despite being short of their financial needs. What I’m asking you to do is consider 
how you can help them. There’s no need to stop helping “feed the one” in the United States, but there is certainly a 
need to give more than table scraps to “the eight” in Latin America. You may not be able to help them all, but you can 
pick a need and make a difference in someone’s life. 12
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Stay Connected And See For Yourself
     If you are reading this and have never gone on a mission campaign, but you have thought about it 
extensively, I have something I want to show you. Reading reports is great and looking at pictures is 
wonderful, but there really is no substitute for witnessing something with your own eyes. Here is how 
you can do just that, right from the comfort of  your own home. Here are four options:

     LAM.ForrestPark.org 
Facebook.com/LatinAmericanMissions

Youtube.com/user/LatinAmericanMission
@LAMForrestPark

     When you go to any of these websites you will be able to watch videos of actual mission campaigns. 
You will be able to see what a campaign is like from start to finish. You will be able to watch interviews 
with LAM staff members who dedicate their lives to helping people just like you experience the 
blessings of foreign missions. Watch the videos, share them with your friends and learn everything you 
need to know about making your first foreign mission trip. 

                            

From Your Wallet To God’s Vineyard
     These brethren need your help. Money sent in support of the native preachers and instructors at the 
Bible School of the Americas goes directly to the mission field. It makes an immediate impact in a very 
fruitful vineyard that is waiting to be gleaned. I ask not CAN, but WILL you help them?

Bible School of  the Americas 

Agenor Rudas ~ $667.50/

Esteban Rodriguez ~ $225/month

Francisco Gonzalez ~ $585/month

Rigoberto Rodriquez ~ $460/month

Bible School of  the Americas 
Panama

Jose Blanford ~ $285/month
Alicio Ellington ~ $250/month
Alirio Justavino ~ $300/month
Reinaldo Midi ~ $375/month
Reyes Moran ~ $50/month
Fidel Munoz ~ $300/month
Atilio Perez ~ $250/month
Alonso Racine ~ $325/month
Eugenio Racine ~ $315/month

Honduras
Ever Gallo, Jr. ~ $150/month
C. Hernandez, Sr. ~ $100/month
Antonio Pineda ~ $15/month

Nicaragua
Humberto Velasquez ~ $200/month
Guillermo Hernandez ~ $25/month

El Salvador
Victor Bonilla ~ $215/month



Open The Eyes Of My Heart Lord
from Phil Waggoner 

Missionary Coordinator to El Salvador and Honduras
   When Erin first met Paulina, Paulina was struggling. Erin could tell. Erin had come to Honduras as a Medical 
Provider. She had come all the way from Tennessee, leaving her husband and 2 children for a week so that she could 
provide free medical care for the people of La Esperanza, Intibuca, Honduras. In our Medical Campaigns, we like to 
treat as many people as possible. We want to help people with their physical needs where we are able. We want to 
relieve pains that they may have, help them to feel better where we can. But Erin did not only come to Honduras to 
help people physically. Erin is a Christian. She realizes that there are some physical ailments people have that we have 
no cure for.  

SHE LEFT HER HUSBAND AND CHILDREN AT HOME AND CAME MANY MILES TO 
A SMALL TOWN IN HONDURAS BECAUSE SHE LOVES THE LORD.  

She was determined that Everyone who came into our Clinic feel the love of Christ and be treated as Jesus would 
have treated them. Some Medical Providers might have looked at the 20-year old Paulina, who was obviously 
struggling emotionally with something in her life, and not done anything. But not Erin. Erin stopped everything.  Even 
though, there were hundreds of people waiting to get in and see our Medical staff, she took the time to let Paulina 
know that she was special.  That she was valuable to God. By expressing genuine concern in Paulina’s well-being and 
taking the time to get to know her, she discovered Paulina’s life had been hard. Though merely 20-years old, Paulina 
had been abused.  She had contemplated taking her own life, and perhaps had attempted it. Erin called me over. As I 
tried to talk to her, Paulina wouldn’t even raise her eyes to look at me. She concentrated on the floor.  I could tell she 
was hurting. Erin told me that Paulina needed to talk to someone. Carlos Hernandez, Sr., the local preacher, sat down 
with her away from the throngs of people, and they talked. A few minutes later, Carlos and Paulina came to me with 
smiles on their faces. Paulina wanted to be baptized into Christ! I baptized Paulina into Christ that day, and Erin and 
everyone rejoiced with her! Suddenly, Paulina seemed to have so much joy inside her! She was asking me how she 
could help us in the Campaign and the next day, she was there, ready to help so that many others could receive care! I 
can’t help but think what might have happened with Paulina. If  I was sitting in Erin’s chair, what would I have done?

WOULD I HAVE NOTICED THAT THIS SWEET GIRL WAS HURTING? FEELING 
LOST? ALONE? AND I GUESS THE BIGGEST QUESTION REMAINS- WOULD I HAVE 

DONE SOMETHING ABOUT IT?
There are people all around us who feel lost, hurt, alone. Do we see them as someone that God created? Do we see 
them as someone valuable? Someone who needs our help? May we see each person like Erin. May we look at each 
person and treat each person like Jesus.

	 Here are some of  the results from the campaign in La Esperanza, Honduras: 
	 772 doctors patients 	 	 	 	 	 101 dental patients		
 560 pairs of  eye glasses given away   461 Children’s Bible class attendance 
	 497 Teen/Adult Bible class attendance	 	 36 Baptisms		 	
	 320 Bible studies with 340 people	 	 	 3 Restorations
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2014 Latin American Missions Campaign Schedule Released
     Perhaps in the last few months you have attended a Latin American Missions dinner, or read the LAM 
newsletters, or had a LAM staff member make a presentation at your congregation. Perhaps that exposure to the work 
of Latin American Missions has inspired you to join in and participate in the work in Central and South America. If 
this describes you, here is the next step you need to take. Listed below is the TENTATIVE schedule for 2014. Check 
your schedule and then check the campaign schedule. To get started, pick a campaign and then go online to 
LAM.ForrestPark.org and submit a registration form, along with a $100.00 deposit. You will then be contacted by a 
LAM staff  member and given further instructions and details concerning your campaign.

2014 Campaign Schedule
March 15-22
El Salvador

May 30-June 7
Marcovia, Honduras

May 30-June 7 & June 7-13
Ica, Peru

June 14-21
La Esperanza, Honduras

June 27-July 5
David, Panama (YES 2)

June 28-July 5
Marcala, Honduras

Darien, Panama

July 5-12
Andres Castro, Nicaragua

July 11-19
Guacimo, Costa Rica(YES 2)

July 12-19
El Jicaral, Nicaragua

July 19-26
Chirique, Panama

Usulutan, El Salvador

Be advised this is a TENTATIVE schedule and subject to change. 
Before making plans contact the LAM offices.
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The Giving Issue
   As you have probably noticed, this issue of the Latin 
American Missions Newsletter focused on giving. Each 
issue focuses on a different aspect of LAM, such as the 
Campaigns, the Children’s Home, the Bible School of 
the Americas, and this issue focuses on the linchpin: 
financial support.
   There are so many good works being done in the name 
of Jesus through LAM, however, none of it would be 
possible without the generous and frequent contributions 
of our friends and brethren all over the country. We 
spent this entire issue challenging you and educating you 
on the needs of the work; allow us to use this final page 
to thank those of  you who meet those needs.
     Our supporters are the best people we’ve ever met. 
You are filled with compassion and love and generosity. 
You have a servant’s heart and are more willing to give 
than receive. You demonstrate the Christ like spirit of 
ministering, rather than being ministered unto. Only the 
Lord Himself can show you greater thanks than us for 
your service and support. Philippians 1:3, the LAM staff.
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