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   Throughout their two years of 
study,  Luis  and Sixta, showed great 
in teres t 
a n d a 
growing 
love for 
t h e 
children 
and the 
work of 
the Lord 
a t t h e 
H o m e . 
T h e y 
frequently visited the Home,  talking 
w i t h a n d e n c o u r a g i n g t h e 
houseparents, playing with the kids, 

and Sixta participated in Bible study 
with the teenage girls. Sixta worked 

in the study 
room last 
ye a r a n d 
e n j o y e d 
helping her 
g ro u p o f 
kids with 
t h e i r 
homework 
and seeing 
the strides 

they made. 

   Luis  and Sixta stayed with the kids 
to  (continued on page 2)

z Making A House A Home z

In January, a second set of houseparents began their labors with the children and 
young people of the Children's Home.  We are thrilled about the arrival of Luis and 
Sixta Bethancourt who completed their studies and graduated in December from 
the Bible School of the Americas. which shares its campus with the 
Children's Home.  

WHAT IT TAKES TO RAISE TWO DOZEN KIDS
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       Why We Serve
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you fed me, gave me drink, welcomed me, clothed me 
visited me and came to me.Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me” (Matthew 25:36-40)



Latest News From Casa Hogar

Home. They began learning about the purpose of the Home, how children come to be at the Home, and what daily life 
is like for the kids and staff  in the Home.

   Sixta is  an excellent mother. She is  a woman who sees the needs,  be it physical,  spiritual,  or emotional,  of the children 
and strives to guide them through the difficulties  confronting them. The kids  know they can count on Sixta to take care 
of them. Little kids know, if they have dry skin and need some lotion,  Sixta will take the time to put lotion on them. 
Teenage girls know if someone has said something to hurt their 
feelings, Sixta will listen to them.  Teenage boys know if they need 
someone to hem their pants  and make sure they look their best,  they 
can count on Sixta to ensure that. Sixta is  a virtuous  woman and the 
children and the Home are blessed to have her!

   Luis  is  extremely organized and likes things done in order. One of 
the first things he did was make a schedule and post it on the wall in 
the dining room. Things run much smoother when everyone knows 

what is  expected of them 
and when they have a 
routine. It had been the 
desire for a long time that 
the houseparents would pray 
with the children before sitting down together with them at meal time. Now, 
they do that, thanks  to Luis. Luis  also organized the nightly devotionals in the 
Home. This is something that had been missing last year. Now, they have 
devotionals in the Home again on Monday,  Thursday, and Saturday nights, 
they sing together for about an hour on Tuesday night,  and they go to the 
church building to listen to a special speaker on Friday night. Luis has the best 
interest of the kids in mind and works  to ensure that everyone's  main focus in 
life is Christ-centered.

   Luis and Sixta are responsible for the older kids in the Home,  pre-teens and teens. They have three children of their 
own, Luis, 16,  Victor, 14, and Emily, 3. This family is  a great blessing to the children,  staff,  and overall good of the 
Children’s Home!

    We are also excited to have Emily and Olivia Williams volunteering at Casa Hogar for the Summer. The Williams 
sisters are members at the East Main Church of Christ in Tupelo, Mississippi where their father Gary is  the minister. 
Both girls  are students at Itawamba Community College. Emily just graduated and will be attending Faulkner University 
in the Fall. Both Emily and Olivia are seasoned campaigners, having been on numerous mission trips in several different 
countries,  and their love for missions has grown with each trip. They will be spending the Summer in Panama City, 
Panama helping at the Children’s Home, and also making three mission trips to places like Costa Rica, Nicaragua and 
El Salvador. These young women are inspiring examples of how missions can ignite a fire for service in the Lord’s 
kingdom. They also demonstrate the great need we have for young men and women in the mission field. We look 
forward to reporting to you this Fall concerning all of  the good they were able to accomplish.

          Sarah Dutton

(continued from page 1)

permit the houseparents a month of vacation in January of 2012.  This allowed them the opportunity to get their feet 
wet and to know what it is like to be responsible for 18 to 20 kids, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

  Somewhat early in their second year of study at the Bible School, they began talking with the sub-director of the 
Children's Home, Agenor Rudas, about their desire to work with and make a difference in the lives  of the children in the 
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23 Kids And Counting
A couple of  years back 
TLC aired a show focusing 
on the Duggar family in 
Arkansas, who had 
nineteen children. The 
show was called 19 Kids 
and Counting. Personally I 
think the family at Casa 
Hogar (our Children’s 
Home in Panama) would 
be far more interesting 
television. At the time of  
this writing we have 
twenty-three children in 
our care. This number 
fluctuates from time to 
time, and we have the 
capacity for forty children, 
which we would gladly 

accept if  we had the funds 
to care for them. These 
children range in age from 
three to twenty years old 
and they come from vastly 
different backgrounds and 
each have their own 
unique needs and 
struggles. Each child has a 
history.

A Typical Day
Perhaps you know the 
difficulty in getting two or 
three children fed and 
ready for school or 
worship services each day. 
It can be a hassle to say the 

least. Now imagine trying 
to do that for twenty-three 
children! This is just a 
typical day for the four 
house 
parents 
living at 
Casa 
Hogar. 
Of  
course, 
this task 
is made 
more 
difficult when you consider 
that they may have been 
up repeatedly during the 

night trying to comfort a 
child grieving the loss of  
their parents or calming 
one after a nightmare 

caused by the horrible 
things that may have 
happened to them in 
their past. Each day 
there are three meals 
that must be prepared, 
served and cleaned up; 
each day there is school 
and homework; each 
day there is devotional, 

prayer and Bible study 
time; each day there are 
chores to be done; each 

day there are showers that 
must be taken; each day 
there are twenty-three 
children looking to and 
depending on you for their 
care. Parenting is a never 
ending job, whether you 
have one or twenty-three. 

So Why Do It?
Reading this description 
sounds like an awful lot of  
trouble, work, exhaustion 
and problems. So why do 
it? The answer is really 
quite simple. Jesus said, 
“Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for of  such is the 
kingdom of  
heaven” (Matthew 19:14). 
When Jesus was walking 
the earth He had 
compassion on those who 
were in need and those 
who were hurting, 
especially the most 
vulnerable and innocent 

among us, children. How 
then can we do anything 
less and call ourselves His 
disciples? While not 
everyone can physically go 
and care for these children,  
none of  us can say we 
can’t help them financially. 
Why do it? Because you 
can. Will you do it? Only 
you can answer that.

“CONSIDER HOW YOU WOULD FEEL IF YOU WERE TAKEN FROM YOUR HOME OR 
YOUR PARENTS ASKED FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO CARE FOR YOU.”
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by Brandon Britton

“Religion that 
is pure and 
undefiled 
before God, 
the Father, is 
this: to visit 
orphans and 
widows in their 
affliction, and 
to keep oneself 
unstained from 
the world.” 
James 1:27



The Gospel According To Batman?
LIKE MOST LITTLE BOYS, GROWING UP, I 

LOVED SUPER HEROES
Spider Man, Superman, Captain America, you 
name it and I probably read the comics,  watched the 
movies and had the action figures. My favorite super 
hero was always Batman. I think it was   because he 
wasn’t really a super hero, but a regular guy who 
used his vast wealth to fight crime and protect the 
helpless. He made me feel like I could be a hero even 
though I couldn’t fly or shoot webs or use super 
strength. Somewhere along the line this love got 
passed along to my two sons. Together we have seen 
most of the super hero movies that have been 
released during their lifetime. Last summer we were 
in Nicaragua when The Amazing Spider Man was 
released. We had two days to pass while waiting to fly 
to Panama, and since they had been such helpful, 
hard workers during our two previous campaigns in 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, we took them to the 
movies to see Spider Man. Before the movie they 
showed the trailer for an upcoming Batman movie, 
The Dark Knight Rises. All three of us wanted to see 
it, but it would not be released in Panama while we 
were there, so we lamented that we would have to 
wait until we returned to the United States. On the 
morning of Friday July 20th, 2012, the day The 
Dark Knight Rises was released, I awoke in our tiny 
apartment in Panama City, Panama and turned on 
the only English speaking channel on the television. 
Immediately we were astonished to learn that a 
gunman had entered a midnight showing of this 
movie in Aurora, Colorado and opened fire on the 
audience, killing twelve and injuring fifty-eight. 
These were friends, spouses, families and siblings 
who just wanted to watch a super hero movie and 
instead suffered horribly. As a dad my first thought 
was that it could have been my children in that 

theater and it gave me chills as I grieved for all those 
parents and people who were suffering senselessly.  

WHEN WE RETURNED TO THE U.S. I TOOK 
MY BOYS TO SEE THE DARK KNIGHT RISES

Admittedly the shooting crossed my mind during the 
film, but I found myself more disturbed by a chilling 
statement from one of the characters in the movie 
that hit closer to home than I would like to admit. 
During a scene at a fundraising ball, the character 
Selena Kyle, whispers to the billionaire Batman 
Bruce Wayne, “There's a storm coming, Mr. Wayne. 
You and your friends better batten down the hatches, 
because when it hits, you're all gonna wonder how 
you ever thought you could live so large and leave so 
little for the rest of us.” When I heard these words I 
drifted from the movie for a few minutes and my 
mind went back to Panama a few weeks earlier,  back 
to the children’s home where we were staying when 
we first heard about the shooting during the 
midnight premiere of The Dark Knight Rises. Each 
day we were surrounded by two dozen children, from 
ages three to eighteen, who had so very little, while 
we live in luxury. These children just want to live 
happy, peaceful lives, the same as my sons, yet many 
of these children have seen horrors. Many of these 
children have suffered violence. Many of these 
children have been scarred emotionally. As a dad a 
sickening feeling wrenches my stomach at the 
thought of my two sons suffering like this and my 
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my heart breaks at the thought of any children going through this. But that’s just the thing, they don’t have to 

go through this. I can, you can, we can, do something about it.

I AM TYPING THIS ARTICLE ON A LAPTOP, ONE OF SIX 
COMPUTERS/TABLETS OWNED BY THE PEOPLE IN MY HOUSE

There are three cars in the driveway of our two thousand square foot, climate controlled home. The cabinets 

and refrigerator are filled with food, the closets filled with clothes and our lives are filled with excess. We do not 

lack anything and we do not want for anything, and I feel confident that most everyone reading this is living a 

very similar lifestyle. And yet, we have the audacity to think we aren’t “rich people.” How can we ever think we 

can live so large and leave so little for the rest?  In the movie Selena Kyle warned that a storm was coming, but 

in the Scriptures the Lord warns that judgment is coming. “Then shall he say also unto them on the 

left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 

angels: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 

drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick,   and in 

prison and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 

thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 

minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 

did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into 

everlasting punishment” (Matthew 25:41-46).

HERE IS THE DIFFERENCE, THE DARK KNIGHT RISES IS JUST A MOVIE, FICTION

The suffering and needs of people in this world,  such as the children at Casa Hogar (the children’s home in 

Panama), are real. What we would spend on one meal for a family of four at a nice restaurant would feed one 

child for an entire month ($70.00). How many times have we spent that in a restaurant and then went home to 

a house filled with groceries? What if, instead, we used our vast wealth to protect the helpless? We don’t have 

to be able to fly or have super strength to be a hero, we just have to be a regular person with a heart filled with 

the love of Jesus who uses what he has been blessed with to be a blessing to those in need. “Hath not God 

chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised 

to them that love him? But ye have despised the poor....If ye fulfil the royal law according to 

the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well....For he shall have 

judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy....If a brother or sister be naked, and 

destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and 

filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth 

it profit?” (James 2:5-16). Satan distracts us with materials things and convinces us that they are more 

important than they really are. In contrast,  the Lord warns us, “Love not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 

2:15). Do we love the things of  the world or the people of  the world?  

          Brandon Britton
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HERE AM I 
SEND ME

( T h e f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e w a s 
contributed by Judy Wilkins, of the 
Center Hill Church of Christ in 
Paragould, AR. If you,  or your 
congregation, are looking for 
something worthy you can do,  here is 
a t e r r i fi c e x a m p l e o f h o w 
congregations in the U.S. can join 
together to do much needed good in 
the mission field. If you would like 
more information about needs you 
can meet or planning a trip to serve, 
contact the LAM offices).

  On Thursday March 14th,  nine 
members of the Center Hil l 
Congregation in Paragould,  AR, two 
from the church in Leachville,  AR, 
and eight more who joined on 
Saturday,  left home for a week of 
work and fellowship at the Bible 
School of the Americas in Panama. 
The theme of the VBS and 
Teachers’ Workshop was

 “Create in me a pure heart, O God” 
and provided a framework for 
lessons  on good attitudes toward (1) 
friends  and family, (2)  our enemies 
and those we do not like,  and (3)  our 
God. Darrell and Debbie Webb 
coordinated the very successful VBS! 

   There were also special classes  for 
those 13 or over,  to discuss some 
serious issues  concerning morality 
and Christian living.  These were 
taught by Darrell Webb and his  son, 
Conner.  Raymond Lasley taught a 
lesson each night to the adults  who 

remained in the auditorium. This 
VBS effort was  planned to benefit 
the kids  at the Children’s  Home, the 
students’ children and others of the 
congregation

and nearby community.  The 
average attendance was 80-90 
children, with 20-25 in the “teen” 
class.  In addition to the nightly 
lessons, two other VBS efforts were 
conducted.  Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings a group of 6-8 
adults  and teens went to the private 
school attended by Alberto Juarez’s 
daughter. This was the second year 
that the group was allowed to do so 
and was part of an ongoing effort for 
outreach in this community.  On 
Wednesday Alberto was beaming 
when he announced that they told 
him their doors  would always  be 
open to any group that he would 
bring to the school.  Another VBS 
effort was made Tuesday morning 
when 115 students were bussed in 
from the school where Rigoberto 
Rodríguez’s daughters attend.

 The Ladies’  Teachers Workshop 
was  conducted on Monday,  Tuesday 
and Wednesday afternoon. It was 
coordinated by Nancy Lasley and 
Judy Wilkins and assisted by other 
ladies from the group.  This was the 
10th year for such an effort. Although 
directed mainly to the students’ 
wives,  it was attended by many 
others  on campus and some from 
neighboring congregations. 

 During the week,  a dental clinic was 
conducted by Dr. Terry Wilkins  who 
was  aided by his  lovely and capable 
1 5 ye a r o l d a s s i s t a n t ( a n d 

granddaughter),  Sidney.  They saw 
approximately 75 patients for 
extractions, and restorations.  The 
needs are great there and others  are 
encouraged to go and help in this 
effort!

 Three separate clothing giveaways 
were conducted. The seven wives of 
students and the two house moms 
went to the Do It Center on 
Wednesday morning and each was 
given $100 to spend on items  for 
their apartments. Imagine,  nine 
women with carts  on a mission!!  It 
was  so much fun!  Things  would go 
in the cart and then be replaced by 
something else as  they selected some 
most needed items.  The men may 
not understand this, but it is a 
“woman thing” and is  universally 
understood by females everywhere. 

    Several work projects, under the 
direction of Raymond Lasley were 
completed, including:

•  a water tank was wire brushed, 
washed,  primed and painted (this  is 
the water tank that was recently 
refinished with a fiberglass  coating, 
which will be a tremendous 
blessing during the drought season)

• two different rooms  had the drop 
down ceilings completed  

• three wire walls  in the cafeteria were 
wire brushed and two were painted 
black to protect from rust  

• nine students  were supplied fans  and 
four fans were given to the classes in 
the church 

• an additional $120 was left with 
Agenor Rudas (Director of  the Bible 
School of  the Americas and the 
Children’s Home) for the children. 

	 The teens from the group 
worked tirelessly in these efforts and are 
to be commended for all they did.  They 
also carried tables and chairs, ice chests, 
food and a variety of  supplies daily back 
and forth from the White House to the 
apartments. 
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   A second guest apartment was 
furnished.  Carlos Earlington had 
prepared the apartment that had 
formerly been that of Fernando and 
Marta Ospina (BSA instructor)  with 
fresh paint, needed repairs, curtain 
rods, ceiling fan in the living room 
and an air conditioner in the other 
bedroom.  Four tubs of household 
items and a trip to the Do It Center 
transformed it into a very nice 
visitors’ apartment.  There are two 
twin beds  in each bedroom and it is 
furnished with curtains, sheets, 
towels, dishes,  microwave, cooking 
utensils and even a new refrigerator.  
It is  hoped that others will visit and 
see for themselves the many good 
works  that go on at this place and be 
encouraged to get involved with 
these wonderful brethren!

   One of the ladies from the group 
bought six white folding tables for 
the church and one of the families 
bought eight of the more sturdy 
stackable chairs.  Ten large Bible 
story books were bought for the 
student families and the Children’s 
Home.  Money was left with the 
Alberto Juarez family,  Millie,  Eloisa, 
the new house parents, Luis and 
Sixta, and various others as  needs 
were assessed.  José Rodriguez,  who 
served both as interpreter and 
driver, was  compensated and money 
was  left for gas expenses.  Each of 
the Paragould teens took turns 
presenting one of the single students 
with a small gift

and $40. Two of our teens were so 
touched by individual children that 
they left their personal remaining 

money to be used for some special 
needs.

  The eight teens and eleven adults 
that had the privilege of traveling to 
work this week in March used their 
individual talents to make a 
wonderful team effort!  Each one 
was  forever touched by the lives  of 
the families  that reside there.  
Unguarded hearts were quickly 
stolen by children with contagious 
laughter and bear-sized hugs.  
Friendships  were made or rekindled, 
and lasting relationships were born 
with newly discovered family. If your 
congregation hasn’t made a trip to 
visit  the campus  you truly don’t 
know what you have been missing. 
Why not start making plans today?
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Sometimes Seeing Is Believing
     If you are reading this and have never gone on a mission 
campaign, but you have thought about it extensively, I have 
something I want to show you. Reading reports is great and looking 
at pictures is wonderful, but there really is no substitute for 
witnessing something with your own eyes. Here is how you can do 
just that, right from the comfort of your own home. Here are three 
options:

     LAM.ForrestPark.org 
Facebook.com/LatinAmericanMissions

Youtube.com/user/LatinAmericanMission

     When you go to any of these websites you will be able to watch 
videos of actual mission campaigns. You will be able to see what a 
campaign is like form start to finish. You will be able to watch 
interviews with LAM staff members who dedicate their lives to 
helping people just like you experience the blessings of foreign 
missions. Watch the videos, share them with your friends and learn 
everything you need to know about making your first foreign 
mission trip. 

                            



EDITORAL
by Jack Farber

HAVE YOU SEE THIS SIGN?
  I cannot recall where I first saw a sign like this,  but it 
seems that no matter how far back my memory goes, 
this  sign or one like it has appeared. When I went to 
Harding College there was the scripture that goes with a 
sign like this  that is a quote from Jesus: “The field is the 
world... “ (Mat 13:38 NKJV)  It came from when Jesus 
was  telling the Parable of the Sower (some call it the 
Parable of  the Soils).

  I grew up on a farm in Arizona where we raised 
cotton. There is not much I haven’t done on a cotton 
farm thanks to my dad who saw to it I did my fair share 
of work growing up. Dad had only a 3rd grade 
education, but he was unmatched in growing cotton. 
Back in those days 3 bales  of cotton to the acre was 
considered the benchmark of breaking even. It was not 
unusual for my dad to grow 3 1/2 to 4 bales  of  cotton 
regularly. One year I remember that on one 40 acre plot 
of land in Coolidge,  AZ, 5 bales  to the acre was picked 
over the entire field with one acre producing 6 bales!! 
Then a few years later on 2 separate 40 acre plots  he 
grew 6 bales to an acre.  I know that in John 4:35 when 
Jesus said “...look at the fields, for they are already white for 
harvest!”  that he was probably looking  at a grain crop, but in 
my memory a crop “white for harvest” was a cotton crop. I can 
tell you,  a field of 6 bale cotton is  nothing but 
WHITE!!

WHITE FOR HARVEST
  The sign we see in church buildings like the one 
above is  to remind us  that we have an obligation to 
gather the crop that is  “white for harvest”.  When a 
crop is  ready to harvest, IT MUST BE HARVESTED 
IMMEDIATELY! On the cotton farm if we did not 
pick the cotton when it was ready there could be dire 
consequences. Sometime in the late fall we get rain. I 
recall one year on the farm in 1958 that it seemed like 
it rained every day for a solid month. Needless to say 
you can’t pick cotton in the rain. When it rains, it 
puts debris in the fiber and causes  it to be down 
graded which in turn pays less for the cotton. It also 
might cause the cotton to be discolored also 
downgrading the price.  It’s  imperative to gather the 
crop at the right time. 

  In the discussion that Jesus had,  it was  apparent that 
what was  being seen was  not a ripe crop because of 
the statement “...Do not say “There are still four months 
and then comes the harvest'?...” Of course he was using 
the young crop to demonstrate that there is  a greater 
harvest that is NOW READY, and it needs to be 
harvested.

 There has  never been a time in history that has 
presented so great an urgency to engage in harvesting 
the crop.  Right out our front doors in every town 
and city there is a great harvest ready to be harvested.  
We know the challenges  that are present here in the 
U.S. but I can say that the foreign fields  present a rare 
moment in time where the “picking is easy” like low 
hanging fruit. It’s not that there is a “push over” 
mentality here, but the dire living conditions cause 
people to look to a higher power to help them in their 
plight.  Those fields are more open to listen and 
respond to the truth of  God’s Word.

THE LABORERS ARE FEW
  I can barely remember the days in the early ‘50‘s 
when the cotton crop was  harvested by manual labor. 
There were contractors  whose business  was to have a 
crew that would come and pick cotton. In Arizona 
the crews were largely Hispanics who came from 
Mexico to make some money and then go back 
home.  Farmers were very dependent on the migrant 
workers that went from West Texas to Arizona and 
California to reap the harvest. There were times 
when there were crews  needed but none were 
available. What a difficult time it was  where there 
were no laborers available to pick a crop that was 
ready. 

  Unfortunately there is still the same problem today 
as  there was in Jesus’ day- “...Then He said to His 
disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few.  (Mat 9:37 NKJV) While we take campaigns 
down to labor each  year, the backbone of the work that needs to 
be done is by native workers. Having  preachers who will lead a 
“crew” to the harvest is desperately needed. That’s why we 
have the Bible School of  the Americas.8



Denis  del Agulia grew up in Requena, Peru, a city of 68,000 that 
lies  on the bank of the Amazon River. He was converted from a 
denominational group 3 years  before making application to go to 
BSAM. He is married to Maribel de del Agulia and has two 
precious  children, a son, Vincente 11 years  old, and a daughter, 
Maria Ester, 8 years  old. Denis  holds  a technical degree where he 
worked in forestry for the government. We came in contact with 
him during the June 2011 campaign in Huaral, Peru. We were 
immediately impressed with his  knowledge of the scriptures  and his 
enthusiasm for helping others come to know the truth. 

There are 13 students in BSAM (Bible School of the Americas) which represents an increase 
in the student population from 2012. There are 5 students from Panama, 3 from Honduras, 
2 from Nicaragua, 2 from Peru and 1 from the Dominican Republic. There are a total of 6 

student families in the class of 2013, and 7 student families in the class of 2014

 	 	 	 Meet the 2013 Graduates by Jack Farber

Starting with this issue, we will use this page to introduce the class of 2013.
Carlos  Diaz is  from Danli, Honduras. Danli is  the capital of the El Paraiso 
province and it is where we began our work in Honduras  in 1988, two years 
before Carlos was born. He is married to Sulema Chacon de Diaz. 
Carlos  is  a second generation Christian having grown up in a home where his 
dad was a preacher, and a graduate of BSAM. This  is  Carlos’ second two 
year living experience in Panama. Carlos  was  baptized 9 years  before coming 
to school here in Panama. Sulema became a Christian 4 years  before coming 
to Panama. Both are doing well in class  as  they prepare to return to 
Honduras upon graduating from BSAM in December.

Since arrival in Panama to begin 
his  training, Denis  and his  wife 
Maribel have distinguished 
themselves  as  tireless  workers, 
and dedicated to the training 
they are receiving in preparation 
for their return to Requena to 
serve the church there. They 
have kept in contact with their 
home congregation while in 
school and have assisted in trying 
to obtain help for the work there. 
Maribel has  been active in 
helping the children’s  home in 
her spare time. 

There have only been a few “second 
generation” preacher students. Probably 
less  than half a dozen, but this  is  slowly 
changing and Carlos  and his  wife 
represent those changes  now. With the 
BSAM, campaigns  and Future Ministers 
Training Camps, I am confident that 
there will be many more second (and 
third/fourth) generation preachers.
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Viva la Vida Preacher Training Report
by Kirk Brothers

NICARAGUA FUTURE MINISTERS CAMP
    It has been another exciting year thus  far in our efforts  to train future ministers in Latin America. The first 
Future Ministers  Camp was  held at Hacienda de San Pedro,  in San Marcos,  January 13-18. We had 20 campers 
at this camp. We went expecting to camp in the woods but Senor Adolfo Chamorro,  the owner of the hotel, gave 
us an incredible deal that allowed us to stay in and eat at the hotel. It was a gift from above. We focused on 
preparing and delivering parable sermons,  leading in worship, personal evangelism,  the eldership, and more. 
Eleven boys promised to live so they would be qualified to be elders some day. Guillermo Hernandez and the 
Nicaraguan brethren were wonderful. There were three young men from our camp in Panama who attended the 
camp in Nicaragua (their families live there now). I had the privilege of watching one of those young men, Elvis 
Rodriguez, be baptized the Sunday before camp started.  Plans are in place to have a camp at the hotel again next 
January. 

COSTA RICA & PANAMA FUTURE MINISTERS CAMPS
    Another Future Ministers Camp was held at camp Jenny Sue,  in Costa Rica,  January 6-11. We had 32 campers 
present (same number as last year). Juan Jimenez and the Costa Rican brethren did an outstanding job. We 
enjoyed having Vidal Ortega with us  as a counselor. He graduated from the Bible School of the Americas, in 
Panama, last December. Two campers from this camp and one counselor will be attending a Preacher Training 
School in Guatemala. This will be our last camp in Costa Rica (though we are considering a teaching camp for 
girls).

    I am grateful to Chuck Morris,  Minor Perez,  Jr.,  and Jesse Pitts  for helping with both camps. Jesse has been a 
part of every camp I have done. He is  not only a dear friend but he is  a wonderful co-worker and teacher who has 
a passion for Latin America. Minor Perez put in much time and effort in pre-camp planning as well as teaching 
and translating during the camps. We enjoyed having John Farber on staff at the camp in Nicaragua. He was a 
tremendous asset and is loved by the brethren there. 

    Something exciting happened in January when the brethren in Panama held the first Future Ministers Camp 
run completely by local brethren. We commit to helping with two camps in each country and then we turn it over 
to the local brethren. Simeon,  Francisco, and their team helped 26 campers learn how to preach the Gospel. Luis 
Navas was  a counselor at the camp. Luis was a camper at the first camp in Panama, then he became a student at 
the Bible school,  and now he has graduated and is  serving as  a counselor. This is  what the camps are all about. 
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Preacher Training Report Continued
(WE ARE CURRENTLY PLANNING A FUTURE MINISTERS CAMP FOR COSTA RICA FOR JULY 28-JUNE 2. 
PHIL WAGGONER, CHUCK MORRIS AND MYSELF ARE PLANNING TO SERVE ON STAFF. MINOR PEREZ, 
JR., CODY CHILDERS AND THAD WILLIAMS ARE PLANNING TO GO AS COUNSELORS. WE WILL BE 
JOINED BY A HOST OF LOCAL BRETHREN. ANY FINANCIAL SUPPORT YOU CAN LEND WILL BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED) 

SHORT COURSE REPORT
Due to requests  from the students and local preachers, we have tried to have a short course on “Introduction to Youth 
and Family Ministry”,  at the Bible School of the Americas,  the last few years. I traveled to Panama during my spring 
break from Freed-Hardeman to teach the class  and was joined by Joey Markham (Germantown,  TN)  and Nick Jones 
(Winfield,  AL). Nick has 14 years  experience in youth and family ministry and Joey has  experience in youth ministry as 
well as teen crisis  counseling. We had 20 students in the class. The male students  and their wives participated. It was 
tremendous  having the wives  in the class  (never had them before). We had a great week. We appreciate our friend Jose 
Rodriguez for joining us  and translating. It was  also great to see other friends at the school; Francisco, Simeon, Agenor, 
Mili,  etc. We were also able to spend some time with Sarah Dutton. She is doing a great work with the children at the 
Children’s Home. An added bonus was  that I knew three of the students at the school. I had the privilege of visiting in 
the home of Luis Briones,  in Peru,  during one of my visits  there. We have worshipped together on several occasions. It 
is  a blessing to work with many of these brethren in campaigns in various  countries,  and to have some of our former 
campers now assisting us in conducting camps.  God is doing great things in Latin America. Viva la Vida!
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They That Wait Upon The Lord...
His  name is  Rucindo Sanchez and he is 89 years  old.  Rucindo has  lived in the small fishing community of Perulapan, 
El Salvador his whole life. In March, 2013, the Lord’s  Church met for the first time in this  community.  We had told 
everyone that we would be meeting to worship the Lord at 4 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. When we got there Rucindo 
was  waiting,  underneath a tree, just waiting.  A nice breeze comes off of the lake nearby and you can hear the sounds  of 
fishermen working, locals swimming, and children playing. Since 11 o’clock that morning Rucindo was waiting.

THERE WERE SEVENTY-TWO PEOPLE WHO CAME FROM THE USA,
twenty-five from Honduras and Nicaragua, and around fifty from different parts of El Salvador who worked together to 
share the love of Christ with this  community. Perulapan is  a small community off the beaten path and the road to get 
there is not good.  Although it is  only 8-10 kilometers from the main road it took around thirty minutes to get there by 
bus.  The road is  very steep, rocky,  dusty and unpaved, but there are precious souls  in this community and they were 
waiting. Every day, men and women went out in groups of two or three to study the Bible with everyone in that 
community who had the desire.  Every night a faithful Christian preacher shared the message of Christ with the town 
and there were eight precious souls  who were baptized into Christ that week! There were also three Christians who had 
wandered away from God and were restored! Many were baptized right there in the lake that borders  their village. And 
one just happened to be a sweet little 89 year-old man named Rucindo.

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE HELPED IN JUST ONE WEEK IS STAGGERING
The medical campaign was a massive success. Below are the statistics from the medical team:

Doctor’s Patients ~ 946  Pharmacy Patients ~ 919  Prescriptions Filled ~ 2,819

Optometrist Patients ~ 436	 	 Eye Glasses Distributed ~ 418	 Lice Treatments ~ 75

Although the medical campaign was a great success, the spiritual campaign was even greater. Consider the statistics 
from the Vacation Bible School and Gospel Meeting:

Children’s Day Time Bible Class ~ 585  Children’s Night Time Bible Class ~ 573

Men’s Day Time Bible Class ~ 169   Ladies Day Time Bible Class ~ 133

Night Time Teen Bible Class ~ 216	 	 	 Night Time Adult Bible Class ~ 244

Young People Visited In Schools ~ 2,393	 	 New Converts Class ~ 38

Personal Bible Studies Conducted ~ 259	 	 Number Of  People Studied With ~ 326

	 	 	 	 Baptisms ~ 8	 	 Restorations ~ 3

Congregations from Middle Tennessee, Kentucky,  Georgia,  Oklahoma and California came together to do this great 
work for the Lord in Perulapan, El Salvador. Please continue to pray for this  new congregation and brethren. Perhaps 
you can go with us one day. We’ll be waiting.
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In 2011, the YES II campaign was conducted at a small 
congregation of about 25 members,  in Liberia, Costa Rica. After 
making plans with the preacher, Ricardo Alvarado, we took the YES 
II group there and had a great campaign, baptizing eleven. After 
much consideration we decided the work was not yet finished so we 
returned to Liberia in 2012. The excitement was still strong in this 
congregation. We began by visiting the homes of those converted 
the previous year and talked with their other family members about 
their souls.  At the close of this campaign we were able to baptize 
twenty-one more into Christ.  The tears and excitement were just 

overflowing in each of us, but to look into the eyes of our young people and see the love they had for 
Christ was just unbelievable. 

I could see the change in the hearts of our young people 
and I was told by many at the end of the week that the worst part of 
this campaign was "Going Home!”  They wanted to stay there and 
keep working.

In preparing for the 2013 campaigns I was able to visit with Ricardo 
and the brethren in Liberia. I was thrilled to learn that fourteen of 
those converted are still attending faithfully and they are expanding 
their building. God has given the increase in Liberia, Costa Rica!  The 
seed was planted in 2011, watered in 2012 and today the Lord’s 
Church in Liberia  has 50% more in their attendance than they had 
two years ago. God has given us the promise, He will give the increase, and we can be sure He always 
keeps His promises! Please continue to pray for the work done by the team members of the YES II 
Campaigns and also pray for the Church in Liberia, Costa Rica!   

Y.E.S. II - Young Evangelistic Servants

There is a verse of scripture that is on my mind this morning, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the increase” (1 Corinthians 3:6). I have read or heard this verse quoted hundreds of times in my life, 
having grown up in the Lord’s Church, but I have never really seen the power of its meaning until I saw it 
in action. It’s all beginning to make sense to me now that I am working in the mission field. I can see the 
meaning of this verse more clearly, now that I am seeing the increase that God has given the Lord’s 
Church in Liberia, Costa Rica.   
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Sugar Free Statement #1
I recently heard a Hispanic preaching student make this point in a 
sermon: Instead of  mission works and missionaries having to contact 
hundreds of  churches and Christians, pleading for financial support, the 
church should be coming to those people and saying, “We will fund you, 
will you please go and preach?” Brethren it is not the purpose of  the 
church collectively or Christians individually, to build bigger buildings 
or homes. Our purpose is to 
save souls, yet we waste 
massive amounts of  money on 
temporary things when it is 
desperately needed in the 
mission field. It is time we stop 

making missionaries beg for our scraps.

Sugar Free Statement #2
There are dozens and dozens of  native preachers in Central and South 
America that we are helping to support in their work, yet sadly, most of  them 
do not have the funds they need. Most of  our evangelists in the United States 
are paid more per month than these brothers make in a year. I’m not lobbying 
for pay cuts in the U.S., but we can do better for native preachers. All together 
the dozens of  preachers we help support are short $5,600  (continued on page 
17)

“Sugar Free” Support Solicitation by Brandon Britton

Recently I spent a couple of  weeks “up North” (i.e. above the Mason Dixon line). While I was there I had a 
conversation with a couple of  very dear friends about the differences between living up North vs. down South (they 
have lived in both parts of  the country). One of  the differences we agreed upon was, in general up North people are 
more direct in telling you what they think, whereas down South we tend to “sugarcoat” things. As a true blue, tenth 
generation Southern boy, I cannot disagree with their assessment. That being said, the remainder of  this writing is 
going to be completely “sugar free.”
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CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 16

per month! That number sounds 
incredibly high until you break it 
down.  If each family in a 
congregation committed just 
$30.00 per month in support to 
these men and their families,  three 
or four congregations could meet 
all of their needs. There are 
literally thousands of congregations 
in the United States but just three 
or four could fully fund the 
preacher shortages  in Central and 
South America through Latin 
American Missions. But instead we 
will invest our money in flat screen 
televisions, the latest cell phone or 
digital tablet, or any number of 
other things that advertisers 
convince us we can’t live without.

I recently had a conversation with a 
twenty-four year old young woman 
who recently graduated college. 
When she learned of a native 
preacher whose son has  a severe 
disability,  and he was short of 
support ,  she decided to do 
something about it. Initially she 
pledged to give $50.00 per month. 
A few days later she contacted me 
again and raised her support to 
$150.00 per month (the amount he 
was  short). When I asked her if she 
was  sure she replied, “Yeah, I’m 
sure. I would just waste it on stuff 
for myself.”

My plea to you is to look at the list 
and photographs on the right 
column of this page and decide, not 
if you are going to help, but who 
and how much you are going to 
commit to help spread the Gospel. 
You alone may not be able to meet 
all of these needs, but can you meet 
one? Can you recruit a small group 
who can combine their efforts to 
meet these needs? What will you 
do?
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Bible School of  the Americas Faculty

Agenor Rudas ~ $717.50/month

Esteban Rodriguez ~ $225/month

Francisco Gonzalez ~ $585/month

Rigoberto Rodriquez ~ $460/month

Colombia

Humberto Velasquez ~ $200/month

El Salvador

Victor Bonilla ~ $165/month

Panama
Jose Blanford ~ $285/month
Alicio Ellington ~ $300/month
Hermino Gonzales ~ $55/month
Alirio Justavino ~ $300/month
Reinaldo Midi ~ $375/month
Reyes Moran ~ $50/month
Fidel Munoz ~ $300/month
Atilio Perez ~ $300/month
Alonso Racine ~ $200/month
Eugenio Racine ~ $115/month

Honduras
Ever Gallo, Jr. ~ $175/month
C. Hernandez, Sr. ~ $100/month
Carlos Ramirez ~ $175/month
Antonio Pineda ~ $15/month



Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Valdosta, GA 31604

Permit No. 25

ELDERS
Don Garner, Doug Jones,

Robert McLeod, Donnie Swilley

MISSIONS LINE: (229) 242-1069
FAX: (229) 245-1469

E-MAIL: LAM@ForrestPark.org
WEB SITE: LAM.ForrestPark.org

STAFF
Brandon Britton

Office Extension 205 ~ Mobile (931) 309-1499
Spencer Broome

Office Extension 212 ~ Mobile (229) 412-0745
Kirk Brothers

Office Extension 205 ~ Mobile (931) 626-1249
Lionel Cortez

Office Extension 205 ~ Home (210) 255-1642
Jack Farber

Office Extension 204 ~ Mobile (229) 292-4708
John Farber

Office Extension 205 ~ Mobile (904) 955-8680
Dave Huffman

Office Extension 216 ~ Mobile (229) 548-1812
Charles Renfro

Office Extension 219 ~ Home (229) 247-2994
Phil Waggoner

Office Extension 205 ~ Mobile (615) 218-8649

LATIN AMERICAN MISSIONS
FORREST PARK 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
4263 INNER PERIMETER RD

P.O. BOX 2330
VALDOSTA, GEORGIA 31604-2330

Change Service Requested

Areas Where You Can Help!
    ___	 WHERE MOST NEEDED
    ___	 Bible School of  the Americas
    ___	 Preacher in Need. Please write in name:
  	________________________________
    ___	 Printing Ministry
    ___	 Benevolence/Relief
    ___	 Children of  the Americas
    My donation is a:	 one time gift ____ or
    ___	 monthly commitment of  $____.___

Memory of: ___________________________
Honor of: _____________________________
Given by: ______________________________
Address: _______________________________
City, St., ZIP: ___________________________
Send Acknowledgement to:
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City, St. ZIP: ____________________________

LAM’s “To Do” List
   In addition to the regular monthly financial needs of 
the Latin American Missions family (Bible School of the 
Americas, Children’s Home, General Fund, Future 
Preachers Training Camps, Native Preacher Support, 
Print Shop), there are always miscellaneous projects that 
need funding. Often these projects can require as much 
as ten to fifty thousand dollars at a time. 
   We are excited that one of those projects can be 
crossed off our “to do” list. A very generous contribution 
was made enabling us to have fiber optic cable installed 
for high speed internet service at the Bible School of the 
Americas/Children’s Home campus. This is a MUCH 
needed addition, as the current internet service is very 
nearly non-functional. Thanks to this new technology 
our office staff and elders in the U.S. will be able to be in 
constant and immediate communication with the staff in 
Panama and even be able to video conference or do live 
teaching from across the ocean!
   Even if you missed out on helping with this need, 
please consider giving for the construction of a new roof 
for the Children’s Home or the construction of a security 
wall.
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