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   This  verse was etched into my 
brain by Coach Tony Daugherty. It 
was  seventh grade at Georgia 
Chr i s t ian 
S c h o o l . 
Every day 
there was 
a B i b l e 
c l a s s . 
Normally 
they hired 
a preacher 
f r o m a 
l o c a l 
congregation 
to teach the Bible classes, but for 
some reason this year we got 
“Coach.” We all thought it would 
be a breeze. We all thought we’d 

spend half the time in an extended 
form of P.E. We could not have 
been more wrong! He didn’t 

pretend to be 
something he 
wasn’t . He 
was  neither a 
great Biblical 
scholar nor a 
s i l v e r 
t o n g u e d 
orator. As I 
remember it, 
w e h a d a 

memory verse 
every week, but then each week we 
had to recall all the memory verses 
from all the prior weeks. In my 
adolescent mind (continued on page 2)

z Seek Ye First The Kingdom Of God z
“for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matthew 6:32-33)  

JOHN FARBER

Impact Of Peru 
Campaign  (pg.
1-2)

Legacy Of Casa 
Hogar  (pg.3)

Impact Of 
Campaigns On 
Your Life (pg.
4-5)

Guest Editorial 
(pg. 6)

2014 Campaign 
Schedule (pg.7)

Spotlight On 
Preacher 
Students       
(pg.8-9)

Y.E.S. 2 
Campaigner 
Notes  (pg.10)

Impact Of El 
Salvador 
Campaign (pg.
11-12)

Memorials (pg.
13-14)

       Why We Serve
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you fed me, gave me drink, welcomed me, clothed me 
visited me and came to me.Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me” (Matthew 25:36-40)



Seek Ye First The Kingdom Of God

   At first  she was an unassuming presence. Nothing about her would draw your attention to her. Literally, nothing about 
her stood out. She was  just another Latino lady, one like I had seen millions  of 
times before. Poverty, time and climate were aging her beyond her years. In fact, 
the picture you see (see front page of  newsletter) is the only one I can find of  her.

   As I was driving down the road one day, running an errand for the campaign, 
along with my friend and translator Pablo Calderon, we passed her on the road. 
She was  on her way to help in the clinic. Pablo turned to me and told me the story 
that taught me what “seek ye first” really means.
   Her name was Maruja Flores. In the 1990’s  she got married to a man who 
physically abused her. Any woman who has been through that knows the despair 
and darkness  that comes  with this  nightmare. She also had been having trouble 
getting pregnant which brought on more abuse. Then, in the earthquake in the 
late 1990’s,  her house was  wrecked pretty badly. That’s  when she came to know the church, because of a relief/medical 

campaign. It was during this campaign that she became a Christian.

    Shortly after becoming a Christian,  her husband was in an accident that 
left him paralyzed. As you might imagine,  the majority of the family income 
was  gone,  so she began washing clothes by hand to earn money to survive. The 

abuse had stopped, but it came at a high price. Despite the abuse and the 
years  of heartache and pain, she remained faithful and began taking her 
crippled husband to worship with her. Soon after the accident she learned 
that she was pregnant, but also discovered the baby would be born with 
Down’s  Syndrome. To say that her life was  complicated would be an 
understatement. Now she has  two people requiring full time care, with intense 
needs,  her only income is  by hand washing clothing and she was living in a 
house that was unsafe due to the earthquake. Scenes  like this  are commonly 

played out in third world countries.

     Fortunately for him,  her husband repented and took on Christ in baptism before his death in 2010. Here is  the “seek 
ye first” part: through all of this,  even until now,  there is not an activity of the church that she does  not attend. She 
arrives early to worship services to clean the building (not for pay). Any time there is  food to be cooked for a church 
event,  she is  the one that takes responsibility for it. For the campaign she came to work everyday and worked all day 
registering patients. 

     I thought I loved the church. I thought I knew what “seek ye first” meant. I am very grateful to Coach Daugherty for 
making us  put in the hard work to learn all those memory verses. Most of the memory verses that I know today, I 
learned in his  Bible class. One thing that mission work will do,  or any church work, is  bring to life the meaning of the 
Word of  God. I am grateful that Maruja taught me the meaning behind the Bible verse I learned many years ago.

          John Farber
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Missionary to Nicaragua and Peru

(continued from page 1)

it was as close to the textbook definition of  “cruel and unusual punishment” as mankind had ever seen.

  Seek ye first...most of the time I consider myself to be a “seeking first” kind of guy. I mean,  I am a missionary,  right? 

My life is centered around this principle, or at least it should be. Then I met her.
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What Is The Future Of Your Children?
There is nothing better 
than seeing smiles on 
children’s faces, even 
more so when they are 
smiling at your return 
to see them. I look 
forward to spending 
time with the children 
at Casa Hogar, 
learning about their 
day, their hopes and 
dreams and seeing 
how they have grown, 
in height, maturity 
and spiritually. I listen 
as they describe 
dreams that would not 
be possible without 

people just like you who 
are reading this article.

     Recently I sat down 
with several of  the older 

boys after worship on 
Sunday and talked with 
them about their future, 
goals they had, 
responsibility and 
leadership. When I 
questioned them to see 
what they were planning 
for their future, I was 
pleased that most of  them 
had plans such as 
becoming a fireman, 
policeman, professor at a 
college, and even a 
preacher. What I found 
common in their goals was  
the desire to help others 
and to serve in positions of 
leadership. We look to 
policemen, firemen and 

preachers for guidance in 
many different situations in 
our lives. These young 
men were looking to 
professions that would put 
them in a position to guide 
others to personal and 
spiritual safety. These 
young men are leading the 
devotionals and singings, 
not only in the Children’s 
Home, but also in the local 
congregation. 

     Another morning I was 
entering the Children’s 
Home and heard the 
young men practicing the 
songs they were going to 
lead before the church. I 

was so encouraged by their 
actions. Most of  these 
children come from 
environments 
that did not 
emphasize 
such goals and 
could not 
provide the 
education and 
opportunities 
necessary to 
achieve these 
goals. Most of  
them would 
not have been 
given a chance 
to  obey the 
Gospel were it 
not for the 
children’s 
home where they learn of  
God’s love for them. 

Because of  the guidance 
they receive from Christian 
house parents and a staff  

that puts their faith into 
practice, these children are 
seeing what it means to, 

“be doers of  the word and 
not hearers only” (James 
1:22). 

Casa Hogar is in
need of  your prayers and 
support so that we can 
continue to help them to 
grow up as Christian 
leaders in the church in 
Panama. The cost of  living 
grows more expensive 
every year and we need 
your help to meet the ever-
growing needs of  the 
children. The food cost is 
about $2.25 per day per 
child, which equals $67.50 
per month. I am asking 
you personally, with a 
group of  fellow Christians, 
or as a congregation, to 

commit to feeding at least 
one child each month. “If  
a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of  daily food, And one 
of  you say unto them, Depart in 
peace, be ye warmed and filled;  
notwithstanding ye give them 
not those things which are 
needful to the body; what doth it 
profit? Even so faith, if  it hath 
not works, is dead, being 
alone” (James 2:15-17).

Special Thanks
to Kyle and Bethany Butt 
for their help in presenting 
lessons on creation and in 
projects such as organizing 
the storage room. May 
God continue to bless you 
as you continue to serve. 

“...NOTWITHSTANDING YE GIVE THEM NOT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NEEDFUL 
TO THE BODY; WHAT DOTH IT PROFIT?” (JAMES 2:16)
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Seven Days That Can Change Your Life Forever
IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE NUMBER “7” 
SIGNIFIES COMPLETENESS IN THE BIBLE

This is fitting considering the fact that seven days 
spent on a Latin American Missions campaign can 
completely change your life. I can say this with such 
boldness because I have personally experienced this 
fact. Allow me to explain.

     In 1997 I was a first year student at the Memphis 
School of Preaching. During chapel a man by the 
name of Larry Calendine came to speak to the 
students. At that time Larry was a mission 
coordinator with Latin American Missions and was 
encouraging us to go with LAM on a mission trip. 
When I walked in our front door that evening I was 
bubbling (or babbling perhaps) about everything I 
had learned. I hadn’t always known that I wanted to 
be a preacher, but as long as I’ve been a preacher I’ve 
known that I wanted to work in missions. Over the 
next several years we tried to go on mission trips but 
one thing or another seemed to keep preventing us. 
Eventually we just got busy with life, school, children, 
jobs,  our work with the local congregation, and 
forgot all about it.

     In 2009 one of my best friends called me and told 
me, “You have to go on a mission trip with me next 
year.” During the remainder of the conversation he 
described his trip to the San Blas Islands with Latin 
American Missions. With every story he told of his 
experiences, my desire to go grew and grew. By the 
end of the conversation, the zeal I had over ten years 
before had returned. This time I was not going to let 
anything get in my way. Six months later,  my family 
of four, along with a dozen from our congregation, 
were boarding a plane for Panama and then another 
plane (a very, very,  small plane) for the San Blas 
Islands. We were finally going on a mission trip!

IF GOD CAN CREATE THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE 
IN SEVEN DAYS, IMAGINE WHAT HE CAN 
ACCOMPLISH IN YOUR LIFE IN A WEEK

To say that I wasn’t prepared for how this week 
would change me is an understatement. At this point 
I had been involved with ministry for over a decade. 
During that time I had been involved in Gospel 
meetings, door knockings, Bible studies, benevolent 
works, service projects and Vacation Bible Schools. I 
had seen people hurting and I had seen people 
helped. I had also seen lots and lots of rejection. 
There were plenty of people who were happy to 
receive help from the church, but those who were 
interested in the Gospel seemed few and far between. 
In Central America the opposite was true. It seemed 
that every person we encountered was willing to sit 
down and discuss the Bible. When we invited people 
to the Gospel meeting each night they came and 
brought friends. I had never experienced anything 
like it and I loved it. Although I did not work with 
the medical team, hundreds of people received 
medical treatment during the campaign as well.

     In addition to the people who were helped, I met 
some of the most genuine, giving, loving,  servant 
minded brethren I’ve ever been privileged to know. 
These were people from all over the U.S. who used
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their vacation time and spent their hard earned 
money,  just for the opportunity to go and serve the 
people of Central America. Worshipping with these 
brethren every day, in an environment filled with so 
many needs and lacking the Gospel,  changed my 
life. It was hot, it was dirty, it was exhausting, and it 
was inconvenient, but it was one of the greatest 
weeks of  my life. 

“I KNOW WHAT YOU’RE THINKING, AND IF 
YOU WANT TO GO HOME AND SELL 

EVERYTHING AND MOVE, I WANT YOU TO 
KNOW I’M FINE WITH THAT”

Those were the words that my wife spoke to me as 
we sat on the runway at the end of the week, 
looking out at the ocean, waiting for the plane to 
come and take us back home to Tennessee. We had 
been so busy during the week that my wife and I, 
and my two sons, had not seen very much of each 
other. We were all busy everyday in our various jobs. 
This was the first time we had been able to sit 
together and reflect upon the past seven days, and 
we were both thinking the same thing: this is what 
we want to do all the time. Shortly after we got 
married and heard the Gospel, we were changed. 
Once we began attending preaching school we were 
changed. When we began working in ministry full 
time we were changed. Now, having spent a week in 
the mission field, we were changed. We didn’t just 
want to take another mission trip, we wanted to 
devote our lives to working in missions. Thankfully, 
within two years we would have that opportunity. 
The elders at the Forrest Park congregation 
contacted us and asked us to join the Latin 
American Missions team full time. Just one week two 
years ago changed everything. Our family left home, 
local preaching, and moved to Valdosta, Georgia 
(500 miles away) to dedicate our time to serving 
God through foreign missions. The sacrifices have 
been very few and the blessings have been, well, to 
quote David, “My cup runneth over” (Psalm 23:5). 
Because of  this, I want to share it with everyone.

A WEEK SPENT ON VACATION WILL REFRESH 

AND RELAX YOU, BUT A WEEK SPENT 

SERVING IN THE MISSION FIELD WILL 

CHANGE YOU FOREVER

I wanted to share my story with you to inspire you to 
take your next step of faith. No doubt you have 
taken steps of faith in the past and perhaps this is 
your next step. For too many Christians, their faith 
does not exist outside of the church building. They 
are faithful in attendance and joyously participate in 
all of the acts of worship, but once they leave the 
assembly they leave their faith behind. There is a 
great big lost world outside of those walls. There are 
countless people with good soil in their hearts who 
are waiting for someone to come and plant the seed 
of the Gospel (Luke 8:1-13). That someone could be 
you. That someone should be you.

     Should you decide to go on a campaign with 
LAM, you will go to Latin America with the 
intention of helping others,  but in reality, you will be 
helped just as much. Your faith will grow. Your 
understanding of how materially blessed we are in 
the United States will be increased. Your abilities to 
serve in the kingdom will be expanded. Your heart 
will be filled to the point of bursting with love and 
compassion. You will be reminded what is truly 
important in life and what you were put on this 
earth to do: “I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4). How many years have already 
passed that can never be regained? We look back at 
years gone by with regret, yet we are helpless to do 
anything about it. The past cannot be changed, but 
the future can. Make the commitment now that you 
are going to participate in a 2014 mission campaign 
with Latin American Missions and then look back 
one day with thankfulness, not regret, because it was 
a week that changed your life. However, that change 
cannot come until you take that first step of faith. 
It’s time to get out of  the boat!

  	 	 	 Brandon Britton5



GUEST EDITORAL
by Emily & Olivia Williams

  When most people imagine their ideal summer 
vacation,  those thoughts  usually involve some place 
tropical with their favorite music playing and an endless 
supply of ice cream cones  and watermelon. The dream 
of our own summer vacation was how we endured the 
past two semesters  of exams, projects, papers  and all of 
the other college activities. Our plans  were not exactly 
typical of other people our age,  though. Yes, they 
involved a tropical place, but the similarities  ended 
there.
     Almost as  soon as our school completed its  Spring 
semester, we left our home in Tupelo,  Mississippi for 
Panama City,  Panama, where we are spending our 
entire Summer, with a break in the middle to participate 
in evangelistic campaigns in Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 
So if we are not passing the days on sandy, white 
beaches  in Central America,  you may ask, what are we 
doing?
  Four summers ago,  Olivia traveled to Boquete, 
Panama with a group from our local congregation to 
attend a YES II campaign with Latin American 
Missions. After a week of helping knock doors,  conduct 
Bible studies,  teach VBS classes and host a Gospel 
meeting, her life was permanently changed. She came 
home raving about all that had happened on her trip, 
the people she had met,  and the experiences  she had in 
her first visit to a foreign country. That,  compounded 
with the rest of the team’s  enthusiasm, convinced Emily 
to join her the next summer in Liberia, Costa Rica.

  After that we were both hooked. We were able to see 
the “Great Commission” in action as our brothers 
and sisters from all over the world gathered to devote 
an entire week to teaching the Gospel to the lost. 
Seeing all of the fine Christian examples  around us, 
people committed to giving their time completely to 
Christ,  made us reconsider our own obligations  to 
Him. We saw that we could do so much more for 
Him than what we had previously imagined, and that 
motivated us to continue attending mission trips with 
the group that had introduced us to them: Spen 
Broome’s YES II campaign. When we found out that 
he would conduct not one,  but two the next summer, 
we determined to raise the necessary support to 
follow him back to Liberia and then on to the San 
Blas  Islands. These trips were some of the ones that 
really challenged us,  and after two consecutive weeks 
of leading VBS and working alongside mature 
Christians to lead others  to Christ,  we realized that 
their kind of work was  the most worthwhile we had 
yet to encounter, and that we would pursue it 
passionately from that point forward.
  That conviction led us to what is  now our summer 
occupation. In coordination with Latin American 
Missions, led by the elders  of the Forrest Park 
congregation, we are spending our summer working 
at Casa Hogar,  a children’s home in Panama that is 
sponsored by the Church. From 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, 
or later, Monday through Friday, we work at the 
Home, helping its education director,  Sarah Dutton, 
with whatever she needs us to do (and there is a lot).
     Typically, through, we help tutor the twenty-four 
or so children there, who range from three to 
nineteen years old. When we are not helping with 
Algebra,  Spanish grammar, or natural science 
homework,  we teach English to the children. When 
we are not teaching English we are usually helping 
them learn their household responsibilities or joining 
whatever game they decide to play at any given 
moment. We are teachers, babysitters, foster sisters, 
and whatever else the moment calls us to be.
     Every day we realize more of the ways  God has 
blessed us  here. He has shown us that the fortunate 
ones  are not those who have the best houses or nicest 
clothes,  but those who have strong relationships with 
their family in Christ. The people here have shown us 
that a good life is not one where you work yourself 
beyond exhaustion to get ahead in the professional 
world; a good life is  full of breaks for reflection, 
prayer and simple fun. Every moment in Panama 
provides us  an opportunity to observe and practice 
these lessons. From this  experience, we have realized 
that the best thing we can do with our lives  is  dedicate 
them to God. Whether that be in Central America, 
the U.S.,  or beyond,  work will always be available for 
those who seek to please Him, and we hope to work 
for as long as possible.
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     One of the most exciting times  of 
the year for the staff at Latin 
American Missions  is early August. 
What’s so exciting about this time of 
year? This is  when the entire staff, 
along with the elders  of the Forrest 
Park congregation, gather together 
to review the previous year’s 
campaign results  and make plans for 
the following year. 
  In any given year there will be 
between ten and twenty different 
campaigns in as  many as  eight 
different countries, coordinated by  
s ix dif ferent Latin American 
Missions  staff members. All of the 
campaigns will have an emphasis 
upon evangelism, but others will also 

provide free medical care,  assist in 
the construction of homes and 
church buildings, or focus  on 
training teenagers from the United 
States how to conduct in home Bible 
studies, preach sermons  or teach in 
Vacation Bible School. Brethren 
from ages  fourteen to eighty, from all 
over the United States,  will join 
together to serve others, save souls 
and glorify God on foreign fields.  
   We’re telling you all of this now 
because we want you to be a part of 
the 2014 campaigners. Men and 
women, young and old,  mature 
Christians  and babes in Christ, 
preachers,  elders,  deacons,  Bible 
class  teachers, medical professionals, 

school teachers,  home makers, 
retirees,  students, you name it,  will 
all be a useful and needed part of 
the LAM team. All you need is a 
passport,  seven days and between 
$1500 - $2,000 (on average,  subject 
to team size and airline ticket costs), 
a n d Y O U C A N B E A 
MISSIONARY. If you want 2014 to 
be your year, look at the schedule on 
the bottom left of this  page and view 
the links located on the bottom right 
of this  page. Together they will help 
you choose your destination and 
begin your first missionary journey, 
much like Paul and Barnabas nearly 
2,000 years ago. Only the Lord 
knows where it may lead you.
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Visit Latin America From Home
     Technology has made this great big world a little bit smaller. 
Thanks to cameras, phones and the internet, you can use your iPad, 
iPhone or laptop computer to visit far away places like Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, Peru and Nicaragua, all from the comfort of your own 
home. Let me show you how.  Use the links below to transport you 
to the mission field to witness what it’s like on a LAM campaign. 
 

     LAM.ForrestPark.org 
Facebook.com/LatinAmericanMissions

Youtube.com/user/LatinAmericanMission

     When you go to any of these websites you will be able to watch 
videos of actual mission campaigns. You will be able to see what a 
campaign is like form start to finish. You will be able to watch 
interviews with Christians just like you who have experienced the 
blessings of foreign missions. Watch the videos, share them with 
your friends and learn everything you need to know about making 
your first foreign mission trip. 

                            

2014 Latin American Missions Campaign Schedule Announced

2014 Campaign Schedule
March 15-22
El Salvador

May 30-June 7 & June 7-13
Ica, Peru

June 14-21
La Esperanza, Honduras

Early June     
          Honduras (YES II)

June 27-July 5
Costa Rica (YES II)

June 28-July 5
Marcala, Honduras

Darien, Panama

July 5-12
Andres Castro, Nicaragua

July 11-19
Panama (YES II)

July 12-19
El Jicaral, Nicaragua

July 19-26
Chirique, Panama

Be advised this is a 
TENTATIVE schedule and 

subject to change. Before 
making plans contact the 

LAM offices.



  Jose Abrego Valdez  was one of four 
children born to a farming family in the 
area of Worroni, Chiriqui Grande, 
Bocas del Toro. Because of great 
poverty, he had to leave school in the 
sixth grade at the age of thirteen to 
serve as a head gardener to help his 
family make a living. 
     One day after getting paid for work, 
he decided to go to a party at the 
“Banana Fest.” While waiting for a taxi 
that took longer than normal, he noticed 

Jose Abrego Valdez is a second year student at the Bible 
School of the Americas. He has been married to 
Viodelda for seventeen years, and together they have 
three children, ages sixteen, twelve and six. His desire is 
to return to Bocas del Drago after graduation.

    Bible School of the Americas Student Spotlight by Jack Farber

a building across the street with a sign 
that read “Church of Christ.” “At that 
moment, I decided to go in the building 
and forgo the Banana Festival. I liked 
the people, and the brethren encouraged 
me to continue visiting to hear the  
Word of God. They invited me to attend 
worship the next day, which was Sunday, 
and I went. At the end of the service, 
they invited me again to come back to 
the evening meeting. That same evening, 
I decided to convert to the Lord. Due to 
work I had to move somewhere else. 
The first thing I did was look for the 
Church, which was located at Boca del 
Drago in the Bocas del Toro island 
where I met my wife.

Why did you decide to become a Gospel preacher?
Ever since I was converted, I saw the need for more men to preach the Gospel;  there were not many doing 
this job. I decided to get involved and take the challenge. I had not done that before because I did not have 

the conditions, and even though I was active in the 
Church, it was not until I got married that we made the 
decision. Now, after two years of having been at the 
Bible School of the Americas, I would like to go back to 
share my training with the Church there. I want to go 
back to Bocas del Drago, the same congregation from 
where I left. It is a small congregation of fifteen 
members who meet in a small building made of zinc 
and wood, with a cement floor and no electricity.
     I feel very grateful, most of all, for the support I 
have received to be able to study these two years with 
my family. In the name of my local congregation, I 
thank all those who have made this possible. I give 
thanks for their support.8



  Yen Gallego Aguilar was  born in Silico Creek, a 
community within the territory of Comarca Ngobe-
Bugle, in the region of Bocas  del Toro. He comes from a 
community of only five hundred people, most of whom 
are indigenous. His community is  very organized as a unit 
of  workers whose livelihood comes from agriculture. 
     Brother Aguilar is the fruit of a campaign in Silico 
Creek,  which at that time was under the preaching of 
Ruben Gallego. “I was  faithful and active in the church 
for three years,  but then I left the right path, but I came 
back once again, with my wife, in 2010.”
His  wife Adriana is  from the community of Quebrada 
Pastor and they have been married since 2010. 
  Yen Gallego’s  parents  were among the first members 
who helped to establish the church in their community in 
1978, and have been faithfully serving Christ ever since. 
Brother Aguilar’s  father went to be with the Lord in 
March of 2013. His parents had eight children (four boys 
and four girls), five of whom are faithful Christians to this 
day.

Yin Gallego Aguilar, age 24, and his wife Adriana 
Lopez, age 24, along with their son, are natives of 
Panama. Yin Gallego is a second year student at the 
Bible School of the Americas is Panama City who 
plans to return to his community upon graduation.

    Bible School of the Americas Student Spotlight Continued

Why did you decide to become a 
Gospel preacher?

“My wife and I registered in a Bible Fundamentals 
program through the local congregation because I 
wanted to learn more and be able to evangelize other 
brethren who need to hear the doctrine of Christ. I 
wanted to bring others to Christ and I wanted them to 
learn how to do that. After a year of being in that 
program, the local preacher told me about the 
opportunity to receive training to become a preacher. 
Therefore,  my wife and I made the decision to do it. We 
saw the opportunity to grow in our lives  and we already 
have plans to be useful tools in the local church. We 
thank God for granting us this opportunity.” 

The students, and families, at the B.S.A. 
make great sacrifices and take a step of 
faith to leave homes, jobs and countries, to 
enroll in school Perhaps their biggest leap 
of faith is trusting that their brethren in 
the U.S. will financially support them 
(roughly $450 per month) during their two 
years of study. Will you help make their 
faith a reality?
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“I never imagined all that I was  going to learn. Being able to work in a team and accomplish so much in my 
personal development for evangelism made a great impact upon me. I now love, even more, the path I am traveling. 
I am capable of more love for the people who do not know Jesus  Christ yet. Those were ten days invested in the 

most beautiful and incredible experience in my twenty-two years. 
Something I will never forget.”     
	 Ana Laura Castaneda (native of  Costa Rica/translator)

“When my sons  and I decided to join the YES II team in El Salvador I had 
no idea what to expect. What impressed me the most was the cohesiveness 
of a team that had never met one another 
prior to stepping off the plane. We began 
knocking doors the day after we arrived. 
Much to my surprise most everyone we met 
was  at least willing to sit down and study 
the Word of God. Overall it was one of the 
most wonderful experiences I have ever 

had. I can imagine that it was  like Paul and Barnabas going into a city they had 

never visited. I intend to have my whole family go next year. I 

cannot imagine a better use of  our time.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 Brent Stevens (Springdale, Arkansas)

“I always  enjoy the YES II trips  and plan to keep attending as  long as possible. It’s 
always  the highlight of my year. After the trip we spend six months talking about it 
and the next six months planning the next one. The trips  have truly changed and inspired my family in more ways 
than I would have ever thought possible. One day I hope to go into the mission field in some way.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 Bethany Bryan (Fulton, Mississippi)

“It is very difficult for me to find the words to convey my emotions and feelings regarding my first mission trip. I 
have never felt an instant,  genuine love for complete strangers as I did when I was  in El Salvador. I also developed 
such a strong bond with my fellow workers. I was  amazed at the openness, honesty,  and receptiveness  of those that 
we came in contact with during our personal evangelism efforts.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 Amy Presley (Tupelo, Mississippi)

Y.E.S. II - Young Evangelistic Servants

This year LAM staff member Spencer Broome carried over one hundred Christians,  mostly teenagers,  to 
a total of three different countries in Central America for evangelistic campaigns. The following are 
excerpts from letters written by some of those young people and their parents, describing the impact the 
Y.E.S. II campaigns had on their lives and their faith.   
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El Salvador/Costa Rica/Nicaragua



Jose Mario
Every morning of  the campaign, during our devotional time, a blind 
man would pass through our assembly on his way to his house. 
Sometimes he would stop and listen to the preaching, praying and 
singing before continuing on his way. At age sixty, Jose Mario began 
losing his eyesight. By the time he 
reached seventy-five, he had 
completely lost his eyesight and 
much more. Jose Mario explained 
that when he began to lose his 
vision, his wife left him. Once he 
went completely blind, his children, 
whom he could no longer assist 
financially because he couldn’t 

work, gradually stopped coming around. He lived in a small home made 
of  mud bricks that was located less than two hundred feet from the Santa 
Elena Church of  Christ. Had he been born in the United States he 
would likely have received the preventative care that would have saved his 
eyesight, or at least have access to the surgery he needs that would restore 
his vision, but he wasn’t, so instead his days were spent roaming the streets begging for change, food and water. 
The streets of  any Central American street are dangerous for anyone, but especially for a blind man, yet this 
has been his life day after day for fifteen years. 

The Baby Who Saved A Blind Man
     The two men had very little in common when the day began. One was young, healthy and strong, while the 
other was old, blind and weak, but by the end of  the day, they would have a bond that would forever link them 
and a faith that would sustain them. One was a babe in Christ, having obeyed the Gospel just one month 
earlier, and the other was seventy-five and had never become a Christian, but all of  that would change on the 
fourth day of  the evangelistic campaign in Santa Elena, El Salvador. Six different evangelism teams had been 
scouring the city each day in search of  honest hearts seeking the Gospel. Little did anyone know that one of  
those honest, seeking hearts was literally, right under our noses.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Victor Abrego
 One month before the campaign 
began Victor was baptized into 
Christ at the Tonacatepeque 
congregation (about an hour from 
Santa Elena). This was his first 
L a t i n A m e r i c a n M i s s i o n s 
campaign, yet his ability to speak 
English fluently made him an 
asset to the group immediately. 
When the campaign began Victor 

had never participated in a home 
Bible study, but after a few days of 
observing, he felt ready to 
participate. His first Bible study 
ever was with Jose Mario. A few 
hours later, the blind beggar was 
asking to be baptized into Christ.

     I don’t think anyone on the 
campaign expected this babe in 
Christ to lead someone to Christ, 
at least not so soon. How often do 
we make excuses for ourselves 
and new converts? “They don’t 

know enough”, “They need time 
to grown and learn”, “They need 
to focus on maturing in their 
faith.” Truth is, they need to be 
put to work. Amazing things tend 
to happen on LAM campaigns 
and this trip to El Salvador was 
no different. Those present were 
privileged to witness a babe in 
Christ, bringing a blind man to 
Christ.

 Brandon Britton
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Online Giving Now Available
     Technology is changing the ability of the church to reach the world with the Gospel and it is 
changing the way Christians can support mission works. Imagine what the apostle Paul would 
have accomplished if he had been blessed with the technology we have available to us. We need 
to ask ourselves if  we are utilizing the blessing of  technology that God has given us
     One way these advancements have made a difference is in the realm of giving. In the history 
of the church, going all the way back to the first century, there has never been a time when 
there were no financial needs. In ancient times those needs might have to wait months for relief 
and support to reach them, but because of technology that help can now be supplied in 
minutes. For example, in July a powerful storm destroyed the church building on Wichub-Wala 
(one of the San Blas Islands), along with the homes of several church members. A request for 
help, along with pictures of the damage, was put on the Latin American Missions Facebook 
page. Within 24 hours all of the funds needed to rebuild had been contributed, and within a 
couple of days the money had been transferred to Panama, enabling the locals to purchase the 
materials necessary for rebuilding. What a blessing!
     As you read of the needs of brethren that are being met through Latin American Missions, 
you may be inclined to contribute toward the meeting of those needs. This giving has been 
made easier through online giving. If you visit LAM.ForrestPark.org you can click the 
“DONATE NOW” button and choose an area of the work that you would most like to assist, or 
the area of  greatest need. 
     Just go to LAM.ForrestPark.org and look for the “DONATE NOW”
heart on the left side of  the screen, under the campaign videos.
On the next screen follow all of  the instructions and click the 
submit button. After you have clicked the submit button, your 
electronic contribution will be automatically transferred to
Latin American Missions. Thank you for your generosity and
support as we serve in Latin America.
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Memory
Dean Hoggatt

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Douglas Brooking
	 M/M Paul Swanson

Malloy Jones

	 M/M Douglas Jones

	 M/M Paul Swanson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker

Linda Cozine

	 M/M Roger Myers

Jo Wie & Daniel Waggoner

	 M/M Roger Myers

Lindsey Robinson
	 M/M Roger Myers

Barbara Grechill

	 M/M Roger Myers

Mayfield Delk

	 M/M Tony Sowell

	 M/M Tony Sowell

	 M/M Tony Sowell

	 M/M Tony Sowell

Calvin Harris

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

James Smith

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Memory
Gema Winchester

	 M/M Douglas Jones

	 Barbara Cozart

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker

Nina Cotterly

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Robbie Bryson
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Kay Deen Richburg

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Marie Johnson

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Tyler Coburn

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Anita Harrison

	 Charles Harrison

Turner Gibson
	 M/M Douglas Jones

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Jesse & Annette Lorren

	 M/M Kenneth R. Lorren

Charles Thacker

	 M/M Roger Steis

	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Tommy Ervin

	 M/M Alan Burgess

Memory
J.V. Roberts

	 M/M Alan Burgess

Thelma Massa

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Eula Copeland

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Max Larche
	 Rosie Howton

Bonnie Carter

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Anne Mayfield

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Dallas Swanson
	 M/M Paul Swanson

Charles Buchanan

	 M/M Wyatt Pickler III

Shirley Creekmore

	 M/M Roger Steis

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Steve Brogdon

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Clarence “Junior” Parker

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Chuck Little

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Mattie Brown

Honors & Memorial Contributions
January - July 2013
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Memory
Felton Harrellson

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

Louise Tyndall
	 M/M Schuyler Hardin

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Vincent Hughes

	 M/M Paul Swanson

In Honor
M/M Odell Kirby

	 M/M Donald Nims

Ronnie & Cynthia Burns

	 Rosie Howton

William & Marcia Fowler

	 Rosie Howton

Lance & Rolena Smith

	 Rosie Howton

Melanie Mackey

	 Rosie Howton

M/M Derek Howton

	 Rosie Howton

Memory
Clinton Harris

	 M/M Roger Steis

Tim George

	 M/M Ronald George

Joe Smith

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Laura Shearry
	 M/M Paul Swanson

Maudell Rouse

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.

Steve Greene

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Ruth Howton
	 Rosie Howton Family

Norman Sainz

	 Margot Pearlman

Shirley Trantham

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Clinton Harris

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Justin Mullis

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Memory
Wendell Spearman

	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker
	 M/M Roger Steis

	 M/M Robert Lester, Jr.

	 M/M Douglas Jones

Clyde Pennington
	 M/M Paul Swanson

	 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker

	 M/M Roger Steis

	 M/M Bill Ward

	 M/M Douglas Jones

Janice Park

	 Francis Briggs

Barbara Moore
	 Gayle Wilborn

Henry Browning

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Paul Mobley

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Sweet McLeod Brown

	 M/M Paul Swanson

Enedina Baca de Alvarez

	 M/M Paul Swanson

“Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to 
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” (Romans 13:7)

Honors & Memorial Contributions
January - July 2013



What Will You Leave Behind?
 One of the benefits of “teaching  and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16) is that our songs are like sermons that are on 
constant replay in our minds. Long after the services have ended, perhaps even days later while at 
work or school, the melody and lyrics of our hymns continue to prick our hearts. One such song for 
me is the song, “What Will I Leave Behind?” The chorus is almost haunting as it challenges us, “Leave 
behind, Oh leave behind, What will I leave behind, After I leave for worlds unknown, What will I leave 
behind?”
 There are at least two godly men whom Scripture says continued to influence this world even 
after their lives ended. Concerning righteous Abel, Scripture says, “he being dead yet speaketh” (Hebrews 
11:4). Another is Abraham, the father of the faithful. “For I know him, that he will command his children and 
his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him” (Genesis 18:19). God said that Abraham would not only be 
faithful, but that his children and family following him as well. He was leaving a legacy. His godliness 
would continue after his death.
	 Can the same be said for you? Tragically, too many brethren dedicate a lifetime of faithfulness 
to God, serving Him with their time and money, only to see it all end at the grave. The reality is, many 
people have more money after their death than in their life. What will you do with what you leave 
behind? Consider the lasting impact you can make in the mission field with life insurance, estate 
planning, property, stocks, etc. For more information about how you can leave behind a legacy through 
Latin American Missions, contact Brandon Britton: (931) 309-1499 or brandonbritton37@yahoo.com
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From Your Wallet To God’s Vineyard
     These brethren need your help. Money sent in support of the native preachers and instructors at the Bible 
School of the Americas goes directly to the mission field. It makes an immediate impact in a very fruitful 
vineyard that is waiting to be gleaned. I ask not CAN, but WILL you help them?

Bible School of  the Americas 

Agenor Rudas ~ $667.50/

Esteban Rodriguez ~ $225/month

Francisco Gonzalez ~ $585/month

Rigoberto Rodriquez ~ $460/month

Bible School of  the Americas 
Panama

Jose Blanford ~ $285/month
Alicio Ellington ~ $300/month
Alirio Justavino ~ $300/month
Reinaldo Midi ~ $375/month
Reyes Moran ~ $50/month
Fidel Munoz ~ $300/month
Atilio Perez ~ $250/month
Alonso Racine ~ $325/month
Eugenio Racine ~ $315/month

Honduras
Ever Gallo, Jr. ~ $175/month
C. Hernandez, Sr. ~ $100/month
Carlos Ramirez ~ $175/month
Antonio Pineda ~ $15/month

Colombia
Humberto Velasquez ~ $200/month

El Salvador
Victor Bonilla ~ $165/month
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Suffer The Little Children...

   
     This is five year old Bradon Ray. For his fifth birthday 
he told his parents that he didn’t want a bunch of 
presents from people. Instead he wanted people to give 
him money that he could send to Latin American 
Missions to “help the children.” What a beautiful 
example of generosity, sacrifice and thoughtfulness, and 
that smile is demonstrative of the joy that comes from 
giving.


