
December marked the end of two 
years of study for ten different 
students from three countries at two 
different campuses. 
Two years pass by very quickly. It 

seems like yesterday that these seven 
men and their families came to us to 
begin preparing for a lifetime of 
service to the Lord as preachers of 
the Gospel. There were two 
graduations that took place in 
different countries this past 
December. 
The School in Peru graduated three 

students in the San Juan de Miraflores 
building on Sunday, December 4th. 
The students graduating represent 
three different age groups. Pablo 
Calderon was the youngest of the 
group. He is single and the son of one 
of our preachers in Lima, Alberto 
Calderon. He was the Honor Graduate 
of this group. He represents a second 
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LATIN AMERICAN MISSIONS NEWSLETTER 

 Vol. 54 SPRING 2012 No. 1 

Mobile Medical Missions 
 

Native Preacher Training 
 

Native Preacher Support 
 

Evangelistic Campaigns 
 

Child Care 
 

Printed Word Ministry 
 

Slab Team Evangelism 
 

Benevolence 

 
Argentina 

 
Chile 

 
Colombia 

 
Costa Rica 

 
El Salvador 

 
Honduras 

 
Nicaragua 

 
Panama 

 
Peru 

 

Serving In Nine Countries 

“GO GREEN” — VIEW OUR NEWSLETTERS ONLINE:  LAM.FORRESTPARK.ORG 

BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS 

In this Issue… 
2011 Graduates ............................................. 1 
Editorial ......................................................... 2 
Welcome the Brittons ................................... 3 
Future Ministers’ Training Camp .............. 4 

Campaigns in Nicaragua and Perú ............. 5 
It Takes a team .............................................. 5 
Dreaming for the Children........................... 9 
Servants in Need ......................................... 10 
Searching for the Best Price ....................... 12 

Peru Graduates: The three men in the top 
picture are, from left to right, Alex Inocente, 
Manuel Bueno, and Pablo Calderon. 

Graduating Students from BSA-Panama: 
From left to right: Domingo Perez, Gloria Perez, 
Seila de la Rosa, Erasmo de la Rosa, Irma 
Bonilla, Basilio Bonilla, Yaili Perez, Mackiber 
Alba (partially hidden), Lesqli Tejada, Eddys 
Perez, Edgar Perez (partially hidden), and 
Jonatan Martinez. 
Erasmo de la Rosa was the Honor Graduate for 
the class of 2011. 

2011 
GRADUATES 



Acts 19:8-10 NKJV  And he went into 
the synagogue and spoke boldly for three 
months, reasoning and persuading 
concerning the things of the kingdom of 
God.  (9)  But when some were hardened 
and did not believe, but spoke evil of the 
Way before the multitude, he departed 
from them and withdrew the disciples, 
reasoning daily in the school of 
Tyrannus (10) And this continued for two 
years, so that all who dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks. 
In the book of Revelation, we read about 
the seven churches of Asia, Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamun, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. These 
churches did not exist until the third 
missionary journey. Paul and Silas had 
wanted to go into Asia Minor, but 
according to the text in Acts, "Now when 
they had gone through Phrygia and the 
region of Galatia, they were forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to preach the word in 
Asia." (Acts 16:6 NKJV) It seems that 
the first time for any preaching to have 
taken place was at the end of the second 
journey when Paul made a quick visit to 
Ephesus with Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 
18:18-21) That short visit may have 
produced some results seeing that 
Epaenetus was "the first convert to 
Christ from Asia" Romans 16:5. He 
would have preceded the twelve men 
Paul baptized upon arriving in Ephesus 
at the beginning of his third missionary 
journey. So it seems that on this visit to 
Ephesus, Paul stayed the longest of any 
of his visits, around three years (Acts 
20:31). Now clearly in our text under 
consideration (Acts 19:8-10) "...all who 
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 
Jesus..." From the wording in Acts 20:31 
in his visit with the Ephesian elders, he 
warned them "...night and day..." which 
suggests he was there continuously. If 
that assumption is true, then those 
churches mentioned in Revelation were 

formed without Paul making a personal 
visit (Col 2:1). The conclusion that can 
be drawn for all of this is that while Paul 
"reasoned daily in the school of 
Tyrannus" people in Asia Minor were 
taught and baptized in these 3 years and 
then went back to their home cities 
outside of Ephesus. Colossae, while not 
named in Revelation as one of the seven 
churches in Asia, was none the less a city 
of Asia Minor. "Paul had never visited 
Colossae when he wrote his epistle to the 
church there, but he does imply that 
Epaphras founded the church, along with 
those at Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col 
1:7-8; Col 4:12-13). This was probably 
during Paul’s third missionary journey 
when he preached in Ephesus for two 
years, “so that all they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10 
KJV)." Colossae; Bible Places; internet: 
h t t p : / / w w w . b i b l e p l a c e s . c o m /
colossae.htm. 
The purpose of this discussion was to 
point out the great influence Paul had as 
he taught in the school of Tyrannus - 
"...all in Asia heard the word..." 
The Bible School of the Americas 
(BSAM) has been in existence since 
1963. During that time literally hundreds 
of students have been taught and sent 
back to their homes either in Panama or 
other countries. We have had men from 
Mexico to Argentina. There are at least 
13 different countries where men have 
come from to attend classes since 1963. 
Being the oldest school of preaching in 
Latin America, the school has made the 
influence of the Gospel possible in most 
of the Spanish speaking countries in 
Latin America. Glory be to God for the 
influence of godly men who, on a day to 
day basis, stand in front of a group of 
eager students who will graduate and 
spend the rest of their lives preaching the 
Gospel in Latin America. 

Jack Farber 

generation preacher who has been in 
the church most of his life. Alex 
Inocente is a married man with three 
small children. Finally, Manuel 
Bueno is the “old man” of the group. 
He has two teenage daughters. 

The School in Panama conducted 
graduation on December 10th, on the 
campus in Mañanitas, a community 
close to the capital city of Panama. 
There were seven men that graduated 
from this campus. Three of these men 
were from the San Blas Islands. They 
attended their first year in Wichub 
Huala at our school there, but due to 
budget restraints and other reasons, 
they completed their last year at the 
main campus in Panama City. 
Mackiber Alba and Jonatan Martinez 
were the two single students to 
graduate, and Lesqli Pérez and his 
wife Yaili were the other graduates. 

In Panama, because we house the 
families on campus, the wives have 
an opportunity to attend classes 
designed for preacher’s wives. At the 
end of the two years training, they 
also graduate from the program. 

The following men and their wives 
finished their two year study in BSA-
Panama: Domingo & Gloria Perez 
(Palenque, Mexico); Erasmo & Seila 
de la Rosa (Cucunati, Panama); 
Edgar & Eddys Perez (Buena Vista, 
Panama); Basilio & Irma Bonilla 
(Changuinola, Panama); Mackiber 
Alba (Wichub Huala, San Blas, 
Panama); Lesqli Tejada & Yaili 
Pérez (Ipeti, Panama); and Jonatan 
Martinez (Ipeti, Panama). 

All of these men and their families 
have  now returned to their homes 
where they will begin working and 
preaching the Gospel in many 
different locations. They have been 
equipped to preach the Gospel to 
those lost in the world. 

(Continued from page 1) Editorial: Paul teaching in Asia Minor 
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I haven’t always known that I was 
going to be a preacher, but as long as 
I’ve been a preacher, I’ve known that 
I was going to be a missionary. 
During my first month at the Memphis 
School of Preaching (1997), Larry 
Calendine, with Latin American 
Missions (LAM), spoke to us in 
chapel. I had never heard of LAM, but 
I went home and told my wife Jade 
that I knew what I wanted to do: I 
wanted to be a missionary. After 
learning about LAM, she too wanted 
to one day work in the foreign mission 
field. From that day forward we 
wanted to go on a campaign, but for 
one reason or another, were not able 
to go until April of 2010. Our family 
of four (we have two sons, Reese, 16 
and Kase, 14) spent a week in San 
Blas, Panama on a medical/
evangelistic campaign. While waiting 
for our plane to take us back to 
Panama City, Jade and I sat silently by 
the runway, reflecting upon the week 
we’d just experienced. She leaned her 
head on my shoulder and whispered, 
“I know what you’re thinking, and if 
you want to go back and sell 
everything and do this, I’m ok with 
that.” I didn’t even respond. I just 
nodded my head and stored that 
information in the back of my mind. 
This had been a life changing week 
that simply confirmed what our hearts 
had always longed for. 
Just over a year later, I received a 
phone call from one of the elders at 
the Forrest Park Church of Christ, 
asking if we would have any interest 
in working with Latin American 
Missions. After nearly fourteen years 
in local work (the Arlington 
congregation outside of Memphis, 
TN, East Hill and Fairview 
congregations in Pulaski, TN), the 
time was right for us to finally make 
the transition into mission work. This 

was something we had always wanted 
to do, and even planned on pursuing 
once our sons grew up and moved out 
of the house. Having gone with us on 
the mission trip, and learning of the 
opportunity to work with LAM, our 
sons told us that they did not want us 
to wait until they grew up to do this. 
They excitedly told us that they too 
wanted to be a part of this. So, after 
some time in prayer, talking as a 
family, consulting trusted friends and 
family, we decided to make the move 
from our hometown of Pulaski, 
Tennessee to Valdosta, Georgia. The 
decision to leave local work, my 
hometown and all of our family and 
friends was a painful one, but it was 
one we were willing to make because 
of our knowledge that this is a 
desperately needed work. Having seen 
firsthand the needs of the people in 
Central and South America, and 
knowing that we were being asked to 
get involved and do something about 
it, there simply was no turning back. 
How could we go back to living our 
regular lives knowing what we know 
now? 
As we begin this new chapter of our 
lives we ask for your prayers and we 
ask for your help. Join us on a 
campaign and see for yourself what it 
is like on the front lines of the war for 
souls. Commit to supporting 
financially the work of Latin 
American Missions if you can’t work 
with us in person. I have always loved 
Psalm 37:4, “Delight thyself also in 
the Lord and He shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart” and now I am 
getting to experience it firsthand. 
2 John 3, 
Brandon Britton 

Welcome the Brittons to LAM! 
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The Lord continues to bless the work 
being done with Future Ministers 
Camps in Latin America. We held our 
first camp in Costa Rica January 2-8. 
We held it at camp Jenny Sue near the 
town of Sarchi. We had 32 campers and 
6 counselors. This is officially the 
largest of the four camps that have been 
conducted in Latin America. 

We had young men ranging in age 
from 13 to 26. The staff and counselors 
for the camp were primarily Costa 
Ricans. Many Costa Rican brethren 
participated in the camp but the three 
primary individuals who pulled the 
camp together were Juan and Sylvia 
Jimenez and Minor Perez, Jr. (Freed-
Hardeman Student). North Americans 
helping with the camp in addition to 
myself were Chuck Morris, Jon David 
Schwartz, Cody Childers (FHU 
student), and Chris Wright (FHU 
student). Isacar Racine rode a bus over 
from Panama to help us. Most of the 
campers were Christians but three were 
not. One of these, Ariel Callejas, was 
baptized during the camp. He was 
baptized on a Wednesday and preached 
his first sermon on Friday. By God's 
grace, we had a great week. The 
brethren want to have the camp January 
6-11 in 2013. 

We also held a camp in Panama. 
This was the second camp we have 
conducted there. It took place January 9
-15 on the campus of the Bible School 
of the Americas. This is a joint camp 
with the Graymere church of Christ in 
Columbia, Tennessee. Graymere funded 
the camp and provided most of the 
workers. Forrest Park provided the 
facilities and some of the workers. We 
had 30 campers ranging in age from 12-
22. There were six more campers than 
we had last year. We also had 5 
counselors (Cody Childers and 4 
Panamanian brothers). Orlando Virola 
was baptized during the camp. We have 
now had a baptism at each of the four 
camps conducted for the Lord in Latin 
America. The key Panamanian brethren 
involved were Francisco Gonzalez, 
Simeon Vazquez and Alberto Juarez. 

Several brethren from the U.S. 
taught at the camp (Joey Markham, 
Chuck Morris, Joe Brothers, Phil 
Waggoner, Dan Williams, etc.). We are 
especially grateful to Fred Porter, 
Jonathan Winchester, Greg Philpott and 
the brethren at Graymere for their 
tremendous support of the camp. 

We also taught a short course on 
"Introduction to Youth and Family 
Ministry" to the second year students at 

the Bible School of the Americas while 
the preachers camp was going on. We 
had seven in the class and they were a 
great group. 

The camps train young men in 
subjects like Preparing and Delivering 
Sermons, Personal Evangelism, Elders 
and the Eldership, Leading in Worship, 
How to Baptize Someone, Ministering 
to Families, etc. We are trying to plant 
seeds in the hearts of young people in 
Latin America which will produce 
leaders in the churches of tomorrow. 

We always have a class on the 
eldership at the camps. I taught this 
class in Costa Rica. At the end of the 
class I asked who was willing to stand 
and make a promise in the presence of 
God and their classmates. I asked them 
to promise two things: 1) To live their 
lives so as to be qualified to serve as 
elders, and 2) Teach the members in 
their congregations how to be qualified 
to be elders and elders’ wives. Several 
young men stood up. I asked them one 
by one and each promised to do these 
two things. I then started counting the 
boys that stood up, twelve. I said, "Do 
you know how many of you stood up? 
There are twelve." The boys began to 
smile. I asked, "How many apostles did 
Jesus have?" "Doce" (twelve), they 
answered almost in unison. They 
understood the significance of the 
number. I said, "Jesus took twelve men 
and changed the world. Maybe God can 
take twelve young men and change 
Costa Rica. Maybe someday there will 
be elders in Costa Rica because of you." 
They started looking at each other and 
started nodding. They were ready to be 
used to change the world. That story 
illustrates why we do preacher training 
camps in Latin America. We need your 
financial support to keep these camps 
going. Contact Kirk Brothers if you are 
interested: kbrothers@fhu.edu. 

“Maybe someday there  
will be elders in Costa Rica 

because of you.” They started 
looking at each other  

and started nodding. They 
were ready to be used to 

change the world! 

First Annual Future Ministers’ Training Camp in Perú by Kirk Brothers 
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Honors & Memorials: October ~ January 2012 

As the campaign season draws nearer, 
LAM has very many opportunities to 
participate in campaigns that will make a 
difference in the lives of hundreds of 
people who need to hear about our Lord 
and Savior. I have the responsibility to 
lead four campaigns. 

March 17-24: 
Chichigalpa, Nicaragua 

This campaign will be an evangelistic 
campaign for the congregation in 
Chichigalpa. Marcos Pantoja is the 
preacher there. Marcos is an amazing man. 
He is a wonderful example of sacrificial 
service. Not only is he the preacher in 
Chichigalpa, he is also the preacher in 
Corinto. He splits his time between the 
two. However, Marcos is a man of many 
gifts. He was (and is) the driving force 
behind the establishment and running of 
the Nicaragua Bible School. The purposes 
of this Bible school are 1) to help solve 
problems that hurt the growth and 
establishment of the church, 2) help 
students mature in the faith, and 3) grow 
spiritual leaders of the church who may 
become qualified deacons and elders. It is 
a great project. Oh, and the sacrificial 
part… Marcos does all these things while 
living 2 hours away from his wife and 
family. He only gets to see them once a 
month. It’s clear that we need more men 
like Marcos Pantoja. This campaign will 
be in conjunction with the Freed-

Hardeman University Spring Break. Kirk 
Brothers will be the sponsor of the trip for 
the FHU students. 

June 29-July 7: Nindiri, Nicaragua 
This campaign will be an evangelistic/
work campaign for the congregation in 
Nindiri. The Wetumpka church of Christ 
is the supporting congregation for the 
church in Nindiri. Justo Zabala is the 
preacher there and a very hard worker. 
Justo is a preacher in whom I have a lot of 
confidence. He is married with two 
children. The church in Nindiri, with the 
help of the congregation in Wetumpka, 
AL, is in the process of purchasing land 
for a new church building. By the time of 
this printing, Lord willing, all the 
paperwork will be finalized and the 
property delivered. On this campaign we 
will be doing what we can to make 
improvements to the property and the 
small house that is on the property. Soon 
construction will begin on a new facility 
for the church there. It is a very exciting 
time in Nindiri. 

July 6- 14: Leon, Nicaragua 
This campaign will be an evangelistic/
work campaign for the congregation in 
Leon. The Buford church of Christ is the 
supporting congregation for the church in 
Leon. Mario Rojas is the preacher for the 
church in Leon. He has been working very 
closely with the Buford congregation to 
grow the work in Leon. Buford has a 

Hispanic Ministry and their minister has 
been a great link to working with the 
church in Nicaragua. They have recently 
built a facility for the congregation in 
Leon and will be working on this 
campaign to make some necessary 
improvements to the building. The Buford 
church of Christ is a wonderful example of 
what is possible when all the parts of the 
church are working together in Unity of 
purpose and Spirit. 

June 9-16: Huaral, Peru 
Finally, I will be helping to lead one other 
campaign in Peru. This medical team will 
be my first campaign in Peru as the 
coordinator responsible for this country. 
My father, Panama Jack Farber, will be 
assisting me as I get to know the people of 
the great country of Peru. I am very 
excited about the possibilities for the great 
work that can be done in Peru. The 
following is his description for the 
campaign in Huaral: 
Huaral was our campaign for Peru last 
year. In 2011 we established the new 
congregation there. We will again take an 
evangelistic/medical campaign there to 
further strengthen this new congregation. 
The basic details of this campaign can be 
viewed on my website: http://
panamajack.me/?page_id=337. I will be 
putting an update on that site for future 
r e f e r e n c e .  R E M E M B E R ,  a l l 
REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE IN 
OUR OFFICE 90 DAYS IN ADVANCE.  

Campaigns in Nicaragua and Perú 
by John Farber 



A mission team is composed of many 
parts, just as the church is made up of 
many people. This was made even 
clearer to me last year as my husband, 
Mike, and I made another mission trip to 
South America. Someone has said, 
“Teamwork is the ability to work 
together toward a common vision. It is 
the ability to direct individual 
accomplishments toward organizational 
objectives, and the fuel that allows 
common people to attain uncommon 
results.” We were able to be part of a 
team of individuals working toward one 
common goal – taking Christ to Peru. 

Forty-eight Americans from eight 
states caught flights from different 
airlines at varied times and places. We 
fought with baggage and time delays 
only to land at Lima, Peru, with one 
purpose: to take Christ into a city of 8.5 
million people. As team members, we 
were all asked to wear shirts that 
identified us as workers for the iglesias 
de Cristo, sponsored by Latin American 
Missions. These bright, neon green shirts 
stood out so that we could find all our 
team members in the massive, chaotic 
international airport. 

Planning and Preparation 
Our group was composed of veteran 

workers who had contributed to previous 
campaigns both in Peru and other Latin 
American countries and first- 
timers who were new to the challenges 
of language and culture. Regardless of 
the experience or the challenges, each 
participant was ready to work together 
for Christ and His Kingdom. We were all 
separate individuals ready to work to be 
a part of the one body as mentioned in 
Romans 12. 

Because a good portion of us were 
supported financially by our home 
congregations and various individuals, 
we all felt and continue to feel that our 
obligation and mission is to fulfill the 
work set out by Jesus Himself to teach, 
preach the gospel, and help heal the sick, 
with God’s grace. We were also blessed 
to have hundreds of fellow Christians 
praying for us back in the United States. 
Pulpits were filled for preachers while 
they were out of the country and taught 

Bible classes; friends took care of pets, 
watered lawns and flowers, took care of 
children and performed numerous other 
tasks in order for each member to be a 
part of the mission team. It really does 
take a team to complete a successful 
mission effort. 

The morning after our arrival, our 
American group was met by a team of 
Peruvian Christians. Many of these 
people had been taught the Word and 
converted on previous campaigns. Each 
year when we leave Peru, we endeavor 
to stay in contact with our new friends 

and converts through the Internet or by 
contacting them through other members 
who go to South America in other 
campaigns. 

Providing follow-up, sincere love and 
encouragement is important both in the 
United States and abroad for new 
Christians. The new brothers and sisters 
continue to teach others, taking the 
gospel to other families and 
communities. Many have learned 
English as a second language and have 
become trusted translators for our teams. 
We rejoice when we see old friends who 

It Takes a Team to Complete a Successful Mission Effort 
by Debbie Bumbalough 



have kept the faith, but are sad when 
others have slipped back into the grasp 
of Satan. As we greet these friends, each 
one welcomes us heartily to their 
country. From sun-up to sundown we 
work side-by-side to help bring Christ to 
their people. 

Each person on our team brought 
many unique talents to contribute to the 
work of this medical mission team. 
Some were ministers, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, students, husbands and wives 
taking their allotted vacation time to 
serve as evangelists in a foreign country. 
Paul said to the church at Rome that they 
were not to think too highly of 
themselves but to “think with sober 
judgment” (Romans 12:3 esv). Team 
members were often asked to cook, 
clean, count pills, tote luggage, empty 
trash, mop floors and much more in 
order to get the compound set up to 
receive people needing both physical and 
spiritual assistance. 

Months of preparation were scheduled 
under the supervision of the elders of the 
Forrest Park Church of Christ in 
Valdosta, GA, the church’s mission staff, 
and Jack Farber, the director of the Bible 
School of the Americas. Assignments 
were made to team members who would 
assist the doctors, dentists, eye 
specialists, pharmacist, etc. A large part 
of the expense incurred was because of 
the medicine that needed to be purchased 
for distribution to the more than 2,000 
patients the group anticipated serving. 

Other assignments such as teaching 
children, teens and new convert classes 
are all decided months before so that 
study and preparation can begin. Upon 
arrival the team must be fed, as team 
members cannot rely on food secured in 
a foreign land. Arrangements are made 
ahead of time as to where food and water 
can be purchased, and meals are 
prepared in a clean and healthy cooking 
environment. This groundwork is a vital 
part of the team so that no one becomes 
ill and has to return home early. 

Starting With a Mission Point 
Our mission point this year was the 

city of Huaral, north of Lima, Peru. This 
city was first discovered in 1551 by the 
Spanish conquerors. Huaral is about an 
hour’s drive from Lima into a more 
agricultural area where many fruits and 

vegetables, especially oranges, are 
grown. In this district of about 160,000 
people, we saw cotton, peppers, banana 
trees, sugarcane and other crops 
growing, as well as fields of flowers that 
are cut for resale at the market in Lima. 
Two families made up the church that 
was already meeting in one of the homes 
of the brethren. With prayer and God’s 
guidance, we hoped to increase the 
number of Christians in this 
congregation and give support to these 
families. 

My previous campaigns to Lima have 
involved teaching children, which is 
something I have always enjoyed. This 
year I joined Mike on an evangelistic 
team whose job was to canvas 
neighborhoods and the countryside. Our 
campaign had about nine teams with 

translators either going out into the field 
to work or staying inside to counsel and 
converse with the people who saw the 
medical staff. The teams on the outside 
of the compound would talk with people 
right on their doorstep, working in their 
shops, or sitting outside their houses. 
Hungry for the pure gospel, these people 
were very receptive and open to hearing 
and reading the Word of God. We soon 
found that there were not enough hours 
in the day to cover the fertile territory 
with the gospel. 

Every day I set out with a backpack 
filled with crayons and color sheets of 
Bible stories, always looking for the 
children who were eager recipients of 
these small gifts. Running back home 
with their papers to color, some would 
bring their parents to the door. I found 
that the papers became an easy 
conversation starter for mothers or 
grandmothers. If the parents did not have 
the time for a Bible study, we would 
invite them to the clinic to have their 
children receive medical attention. If we 
could get them to the clinic, then the 
Peruvian brethren could also talk 
firsthand to them about their spiritual 
welfare. It is amazing where a simple 
heartfelt exchange between women and 
children can lead. 

Our facility, a youth activity site 
owned by the government, provided us 
with a place to see patients, hold one-on-
one Bible studies, and also set up a 
gospel meeting each night. We handed 
out flyers announcing the evening 
service and also urged the people we met 
to attend the regular services of the 
congregation on Sunday. Many asked 
about where the church building was 
located. Because members were meeting 
in homes, we attempted to explain to 
them that it doesn’t matter to God that 
you do not have a building. Many were 
used to ornate houses of worship and 
found it hard to understand. Of course, 
we then would progress to a study of 
Acts 2 about how the early church met 
and worshiped. Once again, many were 
amazed at the purity of the gospel. 

Through the Eyes of the Team 
In the United States, we usually don’t 

have to worry about the communion or 
its preparation. Someone always seems 

(Continued on page 8) 
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to get the job done so that this part of the 
worship service is handled properly. In 
Peru the women count it an honor to 
prepare by hand the bread and grape 
juice for the communion. Dr. Kathy 
Ashton, a veteran of many mission 
campaigns, remarked that she was “very 
moved by the women who graciously 
prepared our communion and sought to 
do it as a great honor. It gave it so much 
more meaning.” 

Kathy also told me that it was a great 
joy for her to see the campaign through 
the eyes of Jenna DeStefano, a 15-year-
old who accompanied her from their 
congregation in New Jersey. She said 
that Jenna was amazed by the gratitude 
of the people and their open acceptance 
of the gospel of Christ. Kathy said that 
Jenna returned home with a “new-found 
appreciation of her own home and is 
already an outspoken promoter of 
mission trips among our youth group.” 

Our team of teen workers also 
canvassed the parks and schools, getting 
the young people of Huaral involved in 
Frisbee games. They then invited them 
to the nighttime teen services, where two 
Peruvian young people became involved 
in one-on-one studies that later resulted 
in baptism. The young people soon 
found that a smile, the human bond 
between young people, is a universal 
language that we all can learn from. Of 
course, the Frisbee didn’t hurt. 

I asked another of the teen girls about 
their impression of the trip this year to 

Huaral. Ashley Melvin of Paintsville, 
Ky., said that she “gained a lot from the 
studies and devotionals,” but she also 
realized the impact that each individual 
can have through the different roles that 
each person experiences during the 
campaign. “I have a better grasp now 
that you are not too young to be doing 
the Lord’s work. Other people are 
looking at me; I make sure that I’m 
setting the right kind of Christlike 
example.” 

Local Responses 
Yes, the church is composed of people 

all around God’s world. We leave warm 
memories of individuals in Peru who 
studied the Word and accepted the good 
news by repenting and being baptized 
into Christ Jesus. A grandmother, Dora 
Saavedra, is one happy woman whose 
face we will remember as she joyfully 
came out of the waters of baptism. The 
next day she found fellowship with other 
Christians and quickly adapted to 
singing songs of praise with the 
Peruvian ladies.  

Juliana, a young student, who listened 
eagerly to the Word taught on her 
doorstop, knew that her life was not 
complete without Christ. For two days 
she responded to the teachings of the 
Word taught by our American brethren. 
She was baptized and is now able to 
teach others and to meet with the 
growing church in Huaral. 

However, there are those people we 
continue to hold close to our hearts and 
in our prayers. There are many like 

Walter, a 19-year-old man who, after 
four periods of study, wanted so badly to 
accept Christ as his Savior, but the world 
kept pulling him back to the life that he 
could not give up. Or José, who said he, 
too, would be baptized when he could 
get his life in order. Your prayers are 
needed for these people and so many 
more. 

Twenty precious souls were added to 
the work in Huaral. Many seeds have 
been sown as the Peruvian Christians in 
Lima and the surrounding area travel 
back each weekend for follow-up with 
the new converts and additional studies 
for contacts. A place for the church to 
meet regularly for services has been 
donated free for one year. Our Lord be 
praised; we have much work to do on 
our return this year. 

Leslie Guthery, a young team member 
from Oklahoma City, Okla., gave me 
this impression of the trip to Huaral this 
year: “I think of the examples provided 
by the Peruvian Christians. They work 
so hard for the church – you can see how 
much they care. They exhibit an urgency 
that is largely missing at home. I get 
much more from the campaign than I 
give. I meet sweet people, give and 
receive encouragement, see goodness, 
and go home with a better idea of where 
I need to improve.” 

Leslie said, “Overall, Peru makes me 
think of Luke 12:48: ‘For everyone to 
whom much is given, from him much 
will be required; and to whom much has 
been committed, of him they will ask the 
more’ (nkjv).We’d better be working. 
We’d better be sharing what we have, 
what we know. We have no excuses and 
time is short.” I don’t think that I could 
add anything else to Leslie’s words. I am 
so privileged to work with a great team 
of Christians. 

Reprinted with permission from 
Christian Woman Magazine 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

Debbie Bumbalough is vice-president of 
sales at Gospel Advocate Company. She also 
served as the editor of Ideashop magazine. 
She and her husband, Mike, work with the 
New Spring Creek Church of Christ in Lyles, 
Tenn., where Mike is the pulpit minister. If 
you are interested in participating in a 
mission program, you can find out more 
information at www.forrestpark.org/lam 



I t’s time for a new school year 
in Panama! The 2012 school 

year begins on February 27th and the 
kids from the Children’s Home will 
be heading back to various 
elementary, middle and high 
schools. Seventeen kids will be 
studying in six different schools. 
There are two school sessions in 
Panama, a morning session from 
7am to 12:00pm and an afternoon 
session from 12:30pm until 5:30pm. 
Which means while one group of 
kids is at school, the other group is 
at home studying, doing chores or 
playing. A van is contracted by the 
Home to transport the kids to and 
from elementary school. The older 
kids have similar school schedules, 
but they travel by public 
transportation. There are two, 
extremely overcrowded, elementary 
schools in the area of Mañanitas 
near the Children’s Home where our 
kids attend. We have a good rapport 
with the directors of those schools so 
we are usually able to get our kids 
enrolled without much difficulty. 
There is one middle school in the 

area within walking distance, 
however academically it is lacking. 
So, this year we decided to send the 
one student who is beginning middle 
school to a school outside the area. 
She will take public transportation to 
and from school. Since that middle 
school is on the same campus with a 
high school where we have another 
student, we hope they will be able to 
travel together. 

In Panama, students decide their 
career track in 10th grade. For 
example, if a young person likes 
computers, has the grades and wants 
to study something in that field, they 
attend a high school which 
emphasizes careers involving 
computers. Other high schools have 
emphasis in electricity, agriculture, 
refrigeration, foreign languages, etc. 
This year we will have high school 
students studying agriculture, 
refrigeration, computers and one 
learning general studies in an 
accelerated program. 

A dream of many is to build a 
Christian school where the children 

who are placed in the Home can 
attend. In order to attend public 
schools, we must present a copy of 
the child’s birth certificate, the 
child’s identification number (like a 
social security number) and all past 
school documents. Many of the 
children who are brought to the 
Home do not have the necessary 
paperwork, arrive in the middle of 
the school year, have not been 
attending school, and/or may have 
educational deficits requiring special 
attention. A Christian school would 
enable a child to begin school 
immediately upon entering the 
Children’s Home and would provide 
the opportunity for a Bible-based 
education. A private school would 
enable the children who are behind 
in their studies to advance more 
rapidly, thus allowing them to 
graduate on time. A Christian school 
would also be a good evangelistic 
outreach to the community to 
demonstrate and teach about God 
and His will for mankind. 

Some of the children in the 
Home are with us because their 
families are too poor to send them to 
school. Costs like uniforms, shoes, 
book bags, basic supplies, copy 
money for worksheets, snacks, 
school field trips and projects are too 
much for some families to afford; 
and honestly, it adds up for us at the 
Children’s Home as well. If the kids 
have a project or craft at school, they 
have to take all their own supplies 
like construction paper, glue, etc., 
whatever is necessary for the 
project, because there are no 
classroom supplies. We decided to 
take advantage of the container 
being shipped to Panama and asked 
several congregations to participate 
in collecting much-needed items to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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help the children this year. So, we 
are excited about the container which 
will bring many school supplies to 
the Children’s Home for this school 
year. Items like notebooks, paper, 
construction paper, pencils, rulers, 
book bags, etc. 

Because of the efforts put forth 
from congregations and individuals 
to give school supplies, clothes, 
toilet paper, and other supplies, we 

are hoping to cut some costs from 
the budget this year. Last year ended 
about $17,440 in the red for the 
Children’s Home. Most 
congregations have already prepared 
their budgets for the year, but if 
yours has not, would you consider 
adding the Children’s Home to your 
monthly budget? Many 
congregations designate the fifth 
Sunday contribution for a special 
need; the Children’s Home would 

certainly benefit from that donation. 
Perhaps as an individual you could 
set aside a little extra in addition to 
your regular contribution for the 
children in Panama. Maybe you 
could give a portion of your tax 
return this year. Whatever you are 
willing and able to give is greatly 
needed, will be much appreciated, 
and will be used in a wise manner. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Honduras 
Pedro Celestino and his family are in need of $300 per month. 
He works at Ojo de Agua & Morocely. PW  (photo not 
available) 

Olvan Díaz and his wife, 
Francisca work with the 
L o r d ’ s  C h u r c h  i n 
Villanueva Cortes, close to 
San Pedro Sula. He and his 
family are in need of $75 
monthly. PW 

Carlos Hernandez Jr. and 
his wife Emy work with the 
Lord’s Church in Jacaleapa. 
and are in need of $300 
monthly. PW  

Antonio Pineda and his 
wife Ana labor with the 
L o r d ’ s  P e o p l e  i n 
Sartenejas. They are $40 
short in their support. PW  

Javier Flores tends to two 
congregations: Las Animas 
& El Pataste. He is $135 
short in his monthly 
support. PW  (photo not 
available) 

Rufino Sánchez preaches 
for the Church in 
Teupasenti. He is married and has four children. 
They gained some support, but still need $150.00 to 
complete their monthly salary. PW 

Carlos Ramírez and his wife Silvia have three 
children. $125 would complete their monthly support. PW 

Costa Rica 
Rodrigo Mora works for the church at Epeace. He is 
in need of $200.00 to complete his monthly support. 
JF (photo not available) 

Manuel Sosa preaches and 
ministers to the church at 
Cuaginiquil. He currently 
has no financial support 
and needs $260.00 in his 
monthly. JF (photo not 
available) 

Nicaragua 
 Jav ier  Nuñez 
spreads the Good News 

from the church in 
Ranchería. He is in 
n e e d  o f  $ 2 2 0 
monthly. JAF 

Marcos Pantoja 
works with the 
Church in Corinto. He 

is in need of $200 monthly. 
JAF 

F r a n c i s c o  P o l a n c o 
coordinated the Satellite 
School in Nicaragua, 
preaches for the church 

outside San Marcos in Los Campos, and teaches in the 
church in San Marcos. He and his wife have five sons. 
The family gained support of $50.00 month, but lost 
same amount from another supporter; they are still in 

need of $50.00. JAF  
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Servants in Need 

Francisco Polanco and Family 

Antonio Pineda 

Carlos Hernández Jr. 

Javier Nuñez 

Rufino Sanchez 

Marcos Pantoja 

Olvan Díaz 

Carlos Ramírez and  Family 

"Do you not say, 'There are still four months and [then] comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look 
at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John 12:26) 

♥ 



support for $75 
a n d  $ 1 5 0 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Please contact 
JF about them. 

Victor Bonilla is another vital servant of 
the Lord’s church; he preaches in 
Altavista; his family needs $175.00 per 
month to complete their support.         PW 

All of these men, 
together with their 
families,  dil igently 
spread the Lord’s Good 
News. They work for the 
Church in the indicated 
places in Panamá. Their 
already frugal financial 
support is short in the 
amounts listed. Please 
contact DH if you can 
help. 
From left to right, top 
row: Daniel Abrego, pic 
not available, Bisira, 
$ 3 0 0 ;  R i c a r d o 

More Servants of the Lord in Need 

 

Elkis Valenzuela works in Sincelejo. He is 
married and has two children. He needs 
$339.00 a month in order to sustain his 
family. JF (photo left) 

To the right are four faithful workers in the 
vineyard who serve in various capacities at the 
Bible School in Panama. They are all in need 
of support in the amounts indicated. From left to 
right: Francisco González ($585), Esteban 
Rodríguez ($225), Rigoberto Rodríguez 
($360) and Agenor Rudas ($792.50). JF  

For more information about these men and their work. 
Please contact us with any questions! 

Initials indicate staff members who can help. 

Wilson Viloria labors with the church in 
Lota. He recently started a radio program 
called “In Search of the Truth,” using his 
personal support to finance it. His 
support is in need of $420, not even 
counting the cost of the Radio Program. 

JF 

Chile   Colombia  

El  Salvador 
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Barahona, Rambala, $300; José Blanford, Bugaba, $94; José Chavarría, Boquete, $250; Alicio Ellington, San Félix, 
$100; Alirio Justavino, Las Lomas, $200. From left to right, bottom row: Reinaldo Midi, Changuinola, $175; Rubén 
Midi, Almirante, $150; Reyes Moran, pic not available, La Florida, $50; Fidel Muñoz, pic not available, Pearl Islands, $300; 
Javier Places, Mamitupu, $225; Alonso Racine, Arriajan, $300; Eugenio Racine, Bella Vista, $285. 
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 Juan Nima (on the left), and Yens Nima (on the 
right) labor in the vineyard in the community of Los 
Rosales. Their families are hurting in their financial 

 

 JF - Jack Farber DH - Dave Huffman 
 JAF - John Farber PW - Phil Waggoner 

ELD - Elders 

(See back page for phone numbers.) 
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STAFF 
Brandon Britton 

Office Extension 205 • Mobile (931) 309-1499 
Spencer Broome 

Office Extension 212 • Mobile (229) 412-0745 
Kirk Brothers 

Office Extension 205 • Mobile (931) 626-1249 
Lionel Cortez 
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Searching for the Best Price… 
 
 Lots of people compare prices in 
an effort to keep costs low for their 
families. At the Children’s Home of the 
Americas in Panama, we’re no 
different. From food to clothes, school supplies to toilet 
paper, soap to toothpaste. We are always searching for the 
best price! 
 
 In Panama, there are basically two brands which have 
the market on toothpaste. The slightly cheaper of the two 
costs $2.39 a tube. In the United States, we are privileged 
to have lots of choices on brands and prices; a couple of 
brands even cost less than $0.90. 
 
 Unfortunately toothpaste, soap, shampoo, and similar 
items cannot be easily shipped to Panama due to customs 
regulations. Money is needed to purchase these items for 
the kids in the Children’s Home. 
 
 Will you help cover the cost of toiletries and other 
essential items for the kids in the Children’s Home with 
$2.39, $5.00, $25.00, or more a month? 

Areas Where You Can Help! 
WHERE MOST NEEDED 
Bible School of the Americas  
Preacher in Need. Please write in name: 

    _______________________________________  
Printing Ministry  
Benevolence / Relief 
Children of the Americas 

My donation is a      One time gift or  
 Monthly commitment of : $ __________._____ 

Memory of:  _______________________________  
Honor of:  ____________________________________  
Given by:  ____________________________________  
Address:   _____________________________________  
City, St., ZIP:  _________________________________  
Send Acknowledgement to: 
Name:  _______________________________________  
Address:   _____________________________________  
City, St., ZIP:  _________________________________  

“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying,  
‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’”  - Acts 16:9 
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