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UPDATE 

Seven volumes have 

been translated, 

printed and bound! 

 
Report from our 

faithful (and  accurate) 

translator, Lionel 

Cortez. 

  

Greetings from Texas. 

As always, thank you 

for your continued 

support. This not only 

keeps us going, but is 

of great encouragement in this important work which will 

continue to operate even after we are gone. 

I had picked up the translation efforts of another individual 

on the Epistle of Hebrews, and will eventually get to it 

(because it is needed). But I have decided to wait and see if 

the other 

translator will 

continue. So I 

have begun the 

translation of 

the volume on 

Ephesians, 

Philippians and 

Colossians. 

Somehow, I feel 

that this will be 

more useful for 

the present.   

Notice, brethren, 

that the General 

Epistles (I & II 

Peter , I II and 

III John and 

Jude) are 

printed! We now have seven complete volumes printed.  

 

We are so very thankful for all who have made these  

(Continued on page 2) 

“GO GREEN” — VIEW OUR NEWSLETTERS ONLINE:  NEWS.FORRESTPARK.ORG 

Mission work is not an option! Jesus said “Go…” 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

“WHY DO PEOPLE GIVE? 

Jerry A. Jenkins 

 

Many people give because it is the 

positive or ethical thing to do. Some give 

for self-centered motives, while others are 

motivated by an unselfish concern for the 

welfare of others. The former will give if 

their names appear in print on a program, 

in a church bulletin, or if there is some 

public recognition of their gifts. Such 

givers lessen their own pain rather than 

the suffering of others. Generally, these 

are not those who put money in the 

collection plate each Sunday, but give on 

some special occasion to make a "bigger 

splash".  

According to research, 

many seek the economic 

benefits offered by a 

donation. These benefits 

include tax advantages, or 

in some manner enhancing 

career prospects. Often this 

motivation includes public 

recognition, expecting a 

return gesture, the 

satisfaction of showing 

gratitude for one's own well 

being, self-esteem, feeling good about 

oneself, and relief from a sense of guilt and 

obligation. 

Those motivated by altruism, or the 

unselfish concern for the welfare of 

others, understand and share the feelings 

of others, and there is a desire to lessen 

the stress of the victim. The reward of this 

type of gift is the satisfaction of knowing 

that the right and good thing has been 

done. 

Some people who have had income 

decide not to give when the collection 

plate comes by them. Why do some 

decide not to give? Actually, there is 

little understanding of why people fail to 

donate. Studies that include a look at non-

givers identify several barriers to giving. 

Some simply do not trust how the funds 

are used. Some may even find distaste in 

the way the funds are used, or they may 

not have sufficient information concerning 

the expenditures. The church needs to help 

boost trust through greater transparency 

and accountability. 

Some do not give because they feel 

pressured to give. God does exert 

pressure on His children to give 

sacrificially, but He will not force us to 

give. He commands that on the first day 

of every week those who have income 

are to give a portion in order 

that His work might be done 

(1 Corinthians 16:1,2). 

Other negative attitudes 

toward putting money in 

the collection plate each 

Sunday include (1) Denial 

of responsibility. Some 

argue that they are not 

personally responsible to 

help in the work of God 

because "I do not have 

enough money to 

give." (2) Denial of the need. "All that I 

have given has not made any difference 

and I see no need to continue" is this 

attitude. (3) Appeal to higher loyalties, 

"My priority is looking after my family. 

Charity begins at home." 

Let me appeal to each reader to think 

though the excuses for not giving and 

correctly consider the joyful life of being 

a giver. 

Jerry A. Jenkins preached for many 

years at the Roebuck Parkway church of 

Christ in Birmingham, AL.  

Preach the Gospel after you‟ve gone! 

 
Put Latin American Missions 

 In Your Estate 

 

Have Questions? 

We Have Answers! 

 

available for our preaching 

brethren in Latin America. 

These volumes have all  been 

made possible by the generous 

donations of churches and 

individuals, just like yourself.   

 

But we continually need your 

financial help to maintain the 

work of translating, publishing 

and distributing of the complete 

series. We know many budgets 

are tight now because of the 

economy, but the need of 

spreading the gospel to the lost 

and teaching the saved is still 

very real, and commanded by 

our Lord. This is just one of the 

valid ways among many, but it 

is a way! 

 

Please help us and also pray for 

me as I continue with this 

delicate work. 

 

                         Lionel Cortez 

(Continued from page 1) 

So let each one 
give as he 

purposes in his 
heart, not 

grudgingly or of 
necessity; for 

God loves a 
cheerful giver.
(2 Corinthians 9:7)

“. . . the need of 

spreading the 

Gospel to the lost 

and teaching the 

saved is still very 

real, and com-

manded by our 

Lord.” 
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IN FEBRUARY, two new children, Yair and Jose, arrived at 

the Children‟s Home.  They are brothers 

from the Darien in Panama.  Yair is seven 

years old and Jose is three.  Their fathers 

(each has a different father) have not been 

involved in their lives and their mother is 

now in jail for a serious crime she 

committed.  Yair had been doing his best to  

take care of his little brother, to find food for 

them to eat, and to protect them from harm. 

 As the social worker approached the 

Children‟s Home, she held Yair and Jose at 

arm‟s length.  They were filthy, had lice, and 

were covered in chiggers.  Anibal, the housefather, said he 

had never seen children who looked so bad.  Anibal, Nely, and 

several of the older girls worked to get them clean and to get 

rid of the lice and chiggers, although it took several weeks 

before the last effects of the chiggers were gone.  They were 

in dire need of physical care and compassion. 

 Take a moment and imagine the life Yair and Jose 

were living.  Imagine your children, grandchildren, or other 

family members struggling to survive like Yair and Jose had 

to survive? 

 Now that they are at the Home, Yair and Jose each 

have their own beds with sheets and pillows.  They have a 

bathroom, shower, clothes, and shoes.  They have three meals 

a day and never have to search for food.  When they are sick, 

they receive medical care.  Yair is attending school and has a 

tutor at the Home who cares about him, his education, and his 

future.  They have a clean, safe area to play 

with their new friends, the other children in 

the Home.  They are learning what it is like 

to hear someone tell them they love them.  

They are learning about God, are going to 

Bible classes and learning accounts from the 

Bible, and are attending daily devotionals.  

The Word of God is being planted in their 

hearts to teach them of their Father‟s love 

and His plan for their lives and to teach them 

how to love and treat others. 

 Although Yair and Jose continue to 

look out for one another, they now have the opportunity to 

just be little boys and enjoy their childhood.   

 Yair and Jose are two of the 26 very special children 

currently living in the Children‟s Home of the Americas.  

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of each of 

these children through your prayers, financial support, and 

visits to the Home! 

Recently a family visited for a long weekend to learn more 

about the children and the work of the Children‟s Home.  This 

family also has the prospect of becoming a part of the staff at 

the Children‟s Home as houseparents. We have been praying 

and looking for nearly a year and a half for an additional 

family to come and help in the Home.  Two sets of hands and 

two sets of eyes simply aren‟t enough to keep up with 26 

children.  Please pray about this urgent need! 

The Children’s Home of the Americas 

First Future Minister’s Training 

Camp in Panama Report by Kirk Brothers 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST ANNUAL FUTURE MINISTERS CAMP IN 

PANAMA was held on the campus of the Bible School of the 

Americas from January 24-30, 2011. It was a joint venture of 

the Graymere church of Christ in Columbia, TN and the Forrest 

Park congregation. We are especially grateful to Daryle Wort-

man for his financial support of the camp.  

There were twenty-four full-time campers and three 

part-time campers. The boys ranged in age from 11 to 19. They 

came from all across Panama, representing five of the nine 

provinces in the country (Panama, Colon, Veraguas, Darien, 

and Bocas Del Toro). 

The campers were trained in sermon preparation and 

delivery, personal evangelism, youth ministry, leading in wor-

ship, the eldership, the life of the preacher, and other related 

Christian responsibilities. The boys prepared and delivered 

eight-minute sermons from the book of Acts during the week. 

Evans Campbell, one of the campers, was baptized during the 

week. 

In order to provide on-the-job-training, arrangements 

were made with the congregation that meets on the campus of 

the Bible School for 

the boys to participate 

in the Sunday morning 

services. Five boys 

were selected to speak 

to the congregation 

based upon their effec-

tiveness in presenting 

their lessons to the 

camp staff. Several 

other campers assisted in Bible class and worship with such 

things as song leading and prayer.  

The speakers were Abel Vasquez, Luis Bethancourt, 

Fernando Ortega, Edwin Barrios, and Luis Navas. Luis Navas 

will attend the Bible School of the Americas starting in 2012, 

becoming the first camper to do so. The camp was not only de-

signed to develop preachers but to identify potential students 

for the school.  

A GRADUATION CEREMONY WAS HELD after services 

with each student receiving a diploma. Each boy also received 

a Thompson Chain Reference Bible and four other books dur-

ing the week. The Panamanian brethren have asked us to help 

conduct the camp again next year. Lord willing, we will. We 

plan to turn more of the camp responsibilities over to the local 

brethren. 
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Panama Preachers Visit by  Dave Huffman 

BEGINNING NEXT YEAR I WILL BE FOCUSING ALL MY 

EFFORTS IN PANAMA, which will allow more time with the 

Children‟s Home, along with working with the preachers in 

Panama.   

In order for me to get to know these preachers Ray Joyner 

(one of our Elders) and I traveled through most of the 

country visiting them, in March.  We visited with fifty-six 

preachers that were available (although that is not all the 

preachers working in the country).  I was able to see the 

excitement these men have in fulfilling the work of the Lord 

in conditions that,  in some cases, were quite primitive, by 

Latin American or any other standards.  I was impressed by 

the desire  most of these men have in expanding the 

Kingdom of our Lord, not only where they are working 

presently, but also by starting new congregations nearby that 

they can work with as well.   

In order to give a few highlights of the trip, I will begin with 

what I thought was the most exciting placed we stopped.  

Silico Creek is a small village in the Bocas Del Toro 

province, on the Caribbean Sea on the western side of 

Panama. When we stopped and the people saw Agenor 

Rudas (from the Bible school) get out of the van and knew 

we were members of the Lord‟s church, they almost dragged 

us up the hill to show us a new church building that they 

were constructing. (Photo top right.) The whole 

congregation, including men, women and kids, had a part in 

the work.  It made me think of the first century church in 

Acts 2:44 and in that they had all things in common.  The 

town may have four hundred people and about two hundred 

and fifty are members of the church.   

 

We also stopped at Rio Oeste and met with most of the 

preachers in Bocas Del Toro area and heard the plans they 

were making for the year to help each other. We also listened 

to their desire for medical campaigns, along with a need of 

study material in Spanish.  I found it to be very encouraging 

that they expressed the need for more advanced studies.   

 

In Santiago, there were ten preachers we met with from 

around the area.  Jose Chavarria has preached there for many 

years and taught the men the need to reach out to other towns 

nearby, to start new congregations.  He has now moved to 

Boquette with the goal to duplicate the same growth that the 

Lord has blessed His Kingdom with in Santiago. 

 

Please keep the preachers in Panama in your prayers as they 

labor for the Lord under difficult conditions.  

New building in Silico Creek 

Preachers in Bocas del Toro 

Preachers in Santiago, Panama 



5 

“One Chance” by Phil Waggoner 

ONE CHANCE. SOMETIMES THAT‟S 

ALL YOU GET. 

 

IN MARCH OR APRIL OF 2003, I went with 

Latin American Missions on a medical mis-

sion trip to Usulutan, El Salvador.  At the 

time I was a (young) youth minister at Mt. 

Juliet church of Christ.  This was my second 

trip with LAM to El Salvador.  We were 

helping a new congregation in a community 

called “Colonia Cruz”.  They had a new 

preacher, Jonas Martinez, his sweet wife 

Teresa, and 2 children, Gerson and Abigail. 

We held the Medical Clinic in a nearby school, 

called Anita Guerrerro.  During the day, we 

treated thousands of local people, giving them 

free medical attention. At night, we had a class 

for adults, a class for children, a class for new 

Christians, and a class for teenagers, which I 

had the privilege of teaching several nights. 

 I met many wonderful people on this cam-

paign. 

 I want to tell you about three. 

 One was a boy named Oscar.  In 2003, I be-

lieve Oscar was around 7 or 8 years old.  He and a friend 

Damaris (about the same age), were always hanging around 

the school where we were having the campaign.  Every night, 

they would sit by me as we would sing songs.  When I would 

return from leading a few songs, Oscar would always be hold-

ing my Bible and my notebook.  He and Damaris were always 

trying to help me.  It seems he hung 

all over me, especially the first few 

days.  From what I can recall, I 

would hug them, pick them up, 

swing them around, after Bible 

Class, of course.  Well, it didn‟t 

take me long to notice a few things 

about Oscar.  First, I never saw a 

mom, dad, grandparent, or anyone 

waiting on him or with him.  He 

always appeared to be alone.  He 

was a little boy, small and skinny.  

He always appeared to be pretty 

dirty, his clothes faded, worn out, 

looking like they needed to be 

washed.  He didn‟t look like he 

bathed on a regular basis. 

He was a sweet boy, and always seemed excited to see me. 

After a few days, I began to wonder if he had a home, where 

he slept, where he lived.  I never found out the answers to 

those questions. 

 When I met Ruth in 2003, she was about 14/15 years old.   

A friend and brother in Christ, Gilbert Astorga, and I studied 

with Ruth several afternoons during the campaign.  Every 

night, she was there with her mother, her 

little sister Marleny, and her tiny little 

brother Josue.  She always had a big smile 

on her face and a big hug for everyone.  She 

was baptized into Christ in 2003 and for sev-

eral months we kept in contact through 

email with the help of my grandmother, Vir-

ginia Burton, who spoke excellent Spanish. 

  When I met Evelin Garcia, she was about 

16 years old in 2003.  Like Ruth, we studied      

 with her every afternoon during the cam-

paign.  She asked me to baptize her into 

Christ.  I did.  She was a very sweet girl, always 

smiling, always asking questions in our Bible 

studies. 

    In March 2011, we had a Medical Mission 

Trip in Colonia Cruz for the first time since 

2004.  Jonas and Teresa Martinez and their 

sweet children are still working there in the 

church.  During the campaign, I was preoccu-

pied with many things, and didn‟t get to visit 

the community like I wanted to. 

 I returned there by myself a few weeks ago.  

So far, I have been able to visit many people. 

 Here is what I‟ve learned. 

 Evelin Garcia has recently been restored to the church.  She 

now has a beautiful little girl, Beatrice.  Evelin‟s mom, grand-

mother, sister, daughter, brother (sometimes), and neighbor are 

all active in the church.  Right now, this group makes up about 

a third of the congregation.  They live about 50 yards from the 

house where the church meets. 

 Evelin and her mom go to the 

Open Market in Usulutan pretty 

much every day, and sell their 

homemade tamales.  (These are not 

like tamales in the U.S., but I‟m not 

the one to explain how to make 

them.)  Evelin told my father that to 

„get by‟ (make ends meet), they 

need to sell $18 worth a day.  This 

whole family lives together on a 

little dirt property with 2 makeshift 

„houses‟.  Poor.  But yet Rich.  

They are happy.  They are children 

of God.  They are blessed! 

 Ruth is now married.  She has 2 

children.  A son named Daniel and 

a small baby (I can‟t remember the name right now).  I met 

with Ruth for about an hour or so.  She came to worship with 

us one night.  I preached on Luke 15 “The Prodigal Son”.  She 

brought her sister, Marleny, and her brother Josue. 

 Have you ever wondered if you can impact someone‟s life 

in only a week? 

(Continued on page 6) 

Evelin Garcia (2nd from left) and her family. 

Sometimes you get one 

chance.  One chance to 

share the love of Christ.  

One chance to share the 

word of God.  One 

chance to introduce 

someone to Jesus. 



Honduras 

Carlos Hernandez, Sr. and his wife, Rosa, 

work with the Lord‟s Church in La Esperanza. 

Two of their children and two granddaughters 

live with them in their home in front of the 

church building. Carlos and his family are in 

need of $135.00 monthly. PW  (photo right) 

 

 

 

Antonio Pineda and his wife, Ana, labor with 

the Lord‟s People in Sartenejas. They need 

$150.00 a month. PW (photo left) 

 

 

 

Rufino Sánchez preaches for the Church 

in Teupacente. He is married and has four 

children. They continue to be in need of 

$350.00 monthly. PW (photo right) 

 

Nicaragua 

 

Roberto Martínez is married and has two chil-

dren. He preaches for the church in La Esperanza 

in Managua and is in need of $150.00/mo. JAF 

(photo left) 

 

 

 

Francisco Polanco coordinated the Satellite 

School in Nicaragua, preaches for the church 

outside San Marcos in Los Campos, and teaches 

in the church in San Marcos. He an his wife have 

five sons. The family needs $50.00 month. JAF 

(photo right) 

 

 

Manuel Jesus Sosa preaches for the Church in 

Cuajiniquil. He is married and has two daugh-

ters. He and his family are in need of a one-time 

donation of $120.00 or $10.00 a month. JAF 

(photo left) 
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 Ruth showed me pictures she still had from that campaign 

in 2003.  She has them in an album.  She asked about people 

by name from the United States. In one of the pictures, she 

was wearing a T-shirt from Mt. Juliet‟s church camp that I 

gave her in 2003.  I asked her about the shirt.  She returned 

from her mom‟s bedroom in 30 seconds with that shirt.  Wow! 

 Ruth wants to be active in the church.  Right now, she and 

her husband are living outside of town in a small village where 

there is no church.  I‟m 

trying to think of a way to 

transport her family to a 

semi-nearby congregation.  

They are pretty poor.  But 

inside she is rich.  God is 

good!  She still has the 

same big smile! 

 I asked Ruth‟s family 

about Oscar.  I had not 

heard anything about him 

in many years.  I asked 

them… “Do you remember 

Oscar?  The little boy who 

was always hanging on me 

or sitting with me?” Ruth‟s 

mom said yes.  I asked where he was now.  She said he had 

died.  He was working in the street, doing some type of con-

struction, and was run over by a car. 

 As I left their home that day, I couldn‟t help but think of my 

little friend from years before. Some people you meet, you see 

every day of your life.  Some people you know for years. But 

then there‟s people like Oscar.  You see them for a little while, 

then never again. 

 Sometimes you get one chance.  One chance to share the 

love of Christ.  One chance to share the word of God.  One 

chance to introduce someone to Jesus. In those cases, you may 

be sad because you can‟t spend more time with them in this 

world. 
 But you can rejoice, knowing you‟ll be with them in heaven 

for eternity. 

 

 “Jesus said to them, 

 „My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and 

 to accomplish His work. 

 Do you not say, There are yet four months, and 

 then comes the harvest? 

 Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on 

 the fields, that they are white for harvest.” (John 

 4:34-35) 

 

 You may only have one chance, one opportunity to share 

Jesus.  What will you do with it?  - Phil Waggoner 

                     

 
Phil is more easily reached by email: philwaggoner10@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

Ruth, her younger sister Marleny, 

her brother Josue, and her son 

Daniel 

Servants in Need 

NEEDS MET SINCE PRIOR NEWSLETTER 
Olvan Díaz Antonio Pineda 

Guillermo Hernández Francisco Polanco 

José Blandford Alicio Ellington 

José Rodríguez Elias Roque 
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More information may be desired about these men 

and their work. Initials indicate staff members who 

can help. Contact us with any questions! 

JF - Jack Farber DH - Dave Huffman  

JAF - John Farber PW - Phil Waggoner 

ELD - Elders 

See back page for phone numbers. 

Panama 

Roberto Abregos and his wife have served 

the Lord in Cerro Vaca for the past nine 

years. They are in need of $205.00/month. 

DH (photo right) 

Ricardo Barahona 

and his wife work with the church in 

Rambala in the province of Bocas del 

Toro. They have lost all of their 

monthly salary of $300.00. DH (photo 

left) 

Ruben Gallego preaches for the Lord‟s 

church in Valle Risco in the Bocas del Toro 

province. He and Florentina, his wife, have 

three children and are in need of $75.00 

monthly. DH (photo right) 
 

Reinaldo Midi faithfully serves the Lord‟s 

church in Changuinola. He is married and has 

three children. He is pictured to the left 

conducting a Bible study. Reinaldo and his 

family are in need of $170.00 monthly. DH 

(photo left)  

 

Ruben Midi continues building up the 

church in the port city of Almirante in 

Bocas del Toro. He and his wife have two 

children and are in need of $150.00/mo. 

DH (photo right) 

 

 

Javier Places preaches for the church in 

Mamitupu, an island in the San Blas region. 

He is married and has one child. Javier 

graduated from the Bible School of the 

Americas, San Blas campus, in 2007. His 

family needs $200.00 monthly so he can 

continue preaching. JAF (photo left) 

 

Antonio Perez Smith works with the Lord‟s 

church in Loma Cova. He is in need of all of 

his monthly salary of $400.00. DH (photo 

right) 

 

 

Alonso Racine and his wife, Marilyn, work 

with the fairly new church in Arraijan. Their 

teenage kids help by encouraging the youth 

and planning youth activities. This family of 

seven needs $300.00/mo. DH (photo left) 

 

Eugenio Racine preaches for the church 

in Bella Vista in Bocas del Toro. He is 

married and has one child. They are in 

need of $25.00 a month or a one-time 

contribution of only $300.00. DH (photo 

right) 

Alirio Justavino and his 

wife have eight children. They work with 

the church in the neighborhood of Las 

Lomas. He and his family are in need of 

$200.00 monthly. DH (photo left) 

 

Reyes Moran preaches for the Lord‟s people in La Florida. 

He and his wife need $50.00 per month. DH (photo not 

available) 

Colombia 

Elkis Valenzuela works in Sincelejo. 

He is married and has two children. He 

needs $339.00 a month in order to 

sustain his family. JF (photo right) 

Peru 

 

Yens Nima preaches for the church in the 

district of Ilo in southern Peru. He needs 

$125 a month. JF (photo left) 

 

 

Juan Abanto and his wife, Nahiama, 

have one daughter. He preaches for the 

church in San Juan de Miraflores. He 

coordinates the Satellite School in 

Perú. His family needs $25.00 a 

month. JF (photo right) 

 

 

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and 

where I am, there My servant will be also. If 

anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” 
(John 12:26) 

Servants of the Lord in Need 

The Bible School of the Americas is in dire need of support. Please contact us to learn how you can help. 
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Special Projects 
 
Container: We want to send a container to Latin 

America in 2011. There are plenty of goods to fill it; 

we just need the funds. It will go where most needed. 

Cost will be about 

$6,000.00. 

 

Other Needs: Requests come regularly and at times 

we have to say no, even though they are valid. Please 

contact us to help meet some of them. 

“...I was hungry and 

you gave Me food;  I 

was thirsty and you 

gave Me drink; I was a 

stranger and you took 

Me in; I was naked and 

you clothed Me; I was 

sick and you visited 

Me…” (Matt. 25:35-36) 

Where You Can Help! 
WHERE MOST NEEDED 

Bible School of the Americas  

Preacher in Need. Please write in name: 

    _______________________________________  

Printing Ministry  

Benevolence / Relief 

Children of the Americas 

My donation is a      One time gift or  

 Monthly commitment of : $ __________._____ 

Memory of:  _______________________________  

Honor of:  ____________________________________  

Given by:  ____________________________________  

Address:   _____________________________________  

City, St., ZIP:  _________________________________  

Send Acknowledgement to: 

Name:  _______________________________________  

Address:   _____________________________________  

City, St., ZIP:  _________________________________  

Mans is not a body with a soul. Man is a soul with a body. And that is soul is either saved or lost! 




