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EDITORIAL 

How Much is Man Worth to God? 
The U.S. Bureau of Chemistry and Soils calculated the 

chemical and mineral composition of the human body, which 

breaks down as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Additionally, it was discovered that our bodies contain trace 

quantities of fluorine, silicon, manganese, zinc, copper, 

aluminum, and arsenic. Together, all of the above amounts to less 

than one dollar! That’s not very much, is it?! 

In recent years, however, surgeons have used body parts from 

the deceased to perform helpful operations to repair or replace 

damaged organs, ligaments, veins, eyes, heart vales, tendons, to 

perform skin and bone grafts, etc. According to one report, 1.5 

million tissue transplants take place in the U.S. each year. Parts 

from recently deceased humans can be quite valuable in keeping 

the living in better health. But is meeting physical needs all there 

is to caring for man? Is man simply made of matter? Eventually 

we all die, and Scripture says we go back to the dust from whence 

we came! (Gen. 2:7; 3:19; Eccl. 12:7) All Bible students come to 

learn that there is something of far greater value than our bodies – 

our eternal souls!  

Jesus posed two questions concerning our value: ―For what 

profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own 

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his 

soul?‖ (Matthew 16:26) 

Commenting on this verse, Albert Barnes noted: 

For what is a man profited… - To gain the whole world 

means to possess it as our own - all its riches, its honors, and its 

pleasures. 

―To lose his own soul‖ means to be cast away, to be shut out 

from heaven, to be sent to hell. Two things are implied by Christ 

in these questions: 

1. That they who are striving to gain the world, and are 

unwilling to give it up for the sake of [life in Christ], will lose 

their souls; and, 

2. That if the soul is lost, nothing can be given in exchange for 

it, or that it can never afterward be saved. There is no redemption 

in hell. 

After death comes ―Judgment‖! (Heb. 9:27) However, Jesus 

willingly gave His life (John 10:11, 17-18) and shed His blood to 

redeem our souls from sin, death and hell, and write our names in 

―the Book of life‖. (Cf. Matt. 26:28; I Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 1:18; 

20:12.) The apostle John wrote of Jesus that ―He himself is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

whole world.‖ (I Jn. 2:2) How much are we worth to God? 

Everything Heaven could offer! Let us love all men enough to 

tell them that! 

         Roger Leonard 

to support the Bible School of the Americas, willingly 

raised their hands. Until now, different congregations 

have faithfully kept their commitments; being aware of 

the great financial need that the school is going through; 

but they also want to be a part of the labor in Peru that 

trains preachers. 

The graduates likewise wanted to show their 

support and also made the commitment to contribute to 

the support of the Bible School of the Americas. 

The generosity of these brethren helps continue the 

important work of training servants for the Lord’s 

fields.  

 

BIBLE CONFERENCE AT 

THE BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS 

IN PERU 
December 7th  and 8th, 2009  

After the graduation, the Third Bible Conference 

took place. It was organized by the Forrest Park Church 

of Christ. The topics presented came from the Book of 

Romans. Among the speakers were local preachers, 

teachers from the School, the director, Valedictorian 

Graduate, and an elder from Forrest Park. 

Brother Jack Farber, (EBA Director, not pictured) 

had a notable participation, presenting ―Personal 

Conclusions of Paul‖ and ―The Gentiles 

Responsibility.‖ At the end of the presentations, a 

Question and Answer Session was held and those in 

attendance were able to clear any questions or doubts 

they had.  

Brother Robert McLeod 

(right), elder from the 

Forrest Park Church, 

honored us with his 

presence during the 

Graduation and addressed 

the graduates and audience 

with a message from the 

elders. Likewise, he participated in the Bible 

Conference, presenting the themes of ―The Jews are 

condemned‖ and ―The Urgency of a Life of Faith.‖ 

    One of the topics with the most 

questions was ―The Christian and the 

Government,‖ and was presented by 

brother Rodolfo Espinoza (left), 

assistant director of the EBA. It was 

clearly explained that the Christian is 

to be in compliance with the authorities. Those who 

resist the government sin against God, unless the laws 

are against divine norms. All Christians must follow the 

law dictated by the government, not only for the fear of 

punishment, but also for a good conscience before God. 

These activities took place at the building of the 

church of Christ of San Juan de Miraflores. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

“. . . Is meeting the physical needs all there is to caring 

for man? Or is man simply made of matter?” 
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 The translation of the Gospel Advocate Commentary 

of the General Epistles (I and II Peter, I, II, and III John, 

and Jude) has been completed and is ready to go to press! 
We have six commentaries completed in the Spanish 

language and being used by our brethren. Our brother Lionel 

Cortez has completed the commentary of the Gospel of John 

and it is currently being formatted for printing along with a 

book of sermon outlines. We are thankful for his dedication 

in providing sound study material to our Spanish-speaking 

brethren. You help to make this possible! Thank you. 

 In July 2009, a group of young people from Wetumpka, 

AL came over for TEAM Week (Teens Excited About 

Missions). They packaged 134 boxes containing 22 types of 

tracts, 13 weeks of Bible class material, and 48 boxes of 24-

count crayons.  

 As mentioned above, a container was packed and 

shipped to Honduras with literature which had been printed 

and packaged in Valdosta. Pallets of literature were included 

in the container for the brethren in Nicaragua and El 

Salvador. The preachers who work with the East Ridge 

church in Chattanooga, TN worked together with our 

preachers and met a brother from Honduras to receive the 

supplies. The literature for El Salvador was transported to 

their border where it was received by the Salvadorian 

brethren for use in their congregations and in their efforts for 

reaching the lost. Among this literature was some of the 

122,181 Bible tracts printed last year. We are planning to 

replenish our supply in 2010. 

 Brethren, we continue to be grateful for your support 

and encouragement. Please pray for the work in Latin 

America. If you have members visiting in our area, please 

have them come by to view the work on behalf of your 

congregation. 

Charles Renfro 

 This past summer there was a forced change in the 

government of Honduras; and, because of that change, many 

other governments pulled their support and donations from 

Honduras. This caused great stress on our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Some lost jobs. The price for everyday 

goods increased. Because of those needs, a 40-foot container 

of benevolent goods was shipped in November and arrived in 

Tegucigalpa in December. The container was detained in 

customs until the paperwork was processed by the Honduran 

government, authorizing the container to be brought in 

without paying taxes. We had to pay those 

taxes up front to get the container out of the 

port; but, after all the documentation was 

completed, we received the taxes back. 

Included in the shipment were medical items, 

used clothing, and tracts to distribute in very 

needy communities. It also contained 

literature for the churches in Nicaragua and El 

Salvador, which was delivered in February. 

Once the paperwork was done, the task of 

delivering the clothes, shoes, and food to individual 

congregations began. (We feel it is very important for the 

local congregation to distribute the supplies to the people so 

God will receive the glory, and because they know the 

people who are in need in their community.) The 

congregations in Honduras were extremely grateful for the 

clothes, food and prayers from their fellow Christians in the 

United States. We continue to receive calls and emails of 

thanksgiving for the response that the Lord’s people in the 

United States had for their brethren and for the lost in 

Honduras.  

 With extra money that was given above the cost of the 

container, we were able to purchase food for our brothers and 

sisters. Congregations in Tegucigalpa, Choluteca, Danlí, 

Intibucá, Cortes and other cities were given food for 

members in their congregations. Three hundred eighty-

three families were assisted! Each family was given five 

pounds each of beans, rice, and corn, four 

pounds of sugar, two pounds of pasta, as well 

as milk, salsa, shortening, oatmeal, and soap. 

 The country experienced peaceful 

elections in November and has been in peace 

since that time. Some countries, including our 

own, have recognized the election and have 

started to send their normal support again. 

The situation is improving for the country 

and for the people of Honduras; but they 

continue to be in need of your prayers. Thank you, brethren, 

for making the most of the opportunity presented to us; it is 

an answer to the command of God to,  

“…do good to all, especially those who are of the 

household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10) May God bless you. 

 

Dave Huffman 

What Do We Do For Those In Need? 

Literature and Printing Update 

―He who has pity on 

the poor lends to the 

Lord, And He will 

pay back what he 

has given.‖ 
Proverbs 19:17 

Literature & Printing Needs 

 Paper for commentaries & tracts 

 Funds for translating 



Skip a Meal ~ Save a Soul! 
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 In my life experience I can say that while we were a poor 

farm worker family, we never experienced a time when we 

did not have three meals a day (if we wanted them). The food 

for the most part was very basic and inexpensive with not a lot 

of fancy fixings except on very special days like Thanksgiving 

or Christmas. I never went to bed at night hungry and neither 

did anyone in our family. We ate a lot of hamburger meat and 

chicken along with plenty of vegetables (not my favorite). 

You could almost be assured that on Sundays we had the 

―gospel bird‖ (chicken). Many times it was with my mom’s 

parents who lived near us most of our ―growing up‖ life. 

 Life in the United States for the 

majority is one of plenty. While we do 

have pockets of poverty, most who live 

here have access to just about anything 

they want. Rarely do we hear of 

starvation, especially on the scale we see 

in third world countries. When we do, it 

generally is from abuse or some criminal 

act. We here in the States are a generous 

people. In our local congregations we 

normally have a ―food pantry‖ or some type of benevolent 

program to see that people in our community at least have 

something to eat. 

 Jesus talked about the basics of life, food, drink, and 

clothing (Matthew 6:25-34). In that discourse he taught that 

we should not be ―anxious‖ for those basic items: "Therefore I 

tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat 

or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will 

put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing?‖ (Matthew 6:25 ESV) Our priority must be instead 

to ―seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness.‖ (Matthew 6:33) When we do, we’ll not lack 

food, drink, or clothing . David wrote on one occasion: ―I 

have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the 

righteous forsaken or his children begging for 

bread.‖ (Psalm 37:25 ESV) 

 Times today are tough, and probably tougher than we 

have seen in quite a while. We have all had to adjust, 

depending on how hard we have been hit with the current 

economy. But, I still don’t think it has caused any one of us to 

do without food to eat. We might not eat out as often as we 

have in the past, but we generally are still getting our ―Three 

squares‖ every day (unless we are on a diet). 

 I can tell you that 2009 has been the toughest year for 

funds for mission work. Our budget for 2010 is slimmer than 

it has been in many a year. Giving has diminished and costs 

have risen. We have economized in every way we can to keep 

all aspects of our eight areas of work going in Latin America. 

BUT, we still need help. 

 Recently we initiated what we call the ―Skip a Meal – 

Save a Soul‖ fund raising campaign. Its design is to make a 

plea to individuals who are willing to make a ―sacrifice‖ in 

order to continue saving souls in Latin 

America. We may not have as much 

discretionary funds as we did before, but 

we are still eating regularly and our waist 

lines show it. 

 Jesus said, ―For what profit is it to a 

man if he gains the whole world, and 

loses his own soul? Or what will a man 

give in exchange for his soul?‖ (Matthew 

16:26 NKJV) Our soul is our most 

valuable possession. God gave it to us, and it will return to 

Him after this life is over; ―Then the dust will return to the 

earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave 

it.‖ (Ecclesiastes 12:7 NKJV) The Lord has constantly pointed 

out the great need of man to carefully handle his soul more so 

than our physical body. If you knew that someone’s soul 

would be saved if you would forgo just one meal a month, 

would you do it? In a 30 day period of time most will eat 90 

meals. Would we be willing to just eat 89 meals and then give 

the cost of the 90th meal so someone might go to eternity 

prepared to meet God? That is exactly what we are 

encouraging YOU to do. Not only will it be a great spiritual 

blessing, it probably wouldn’t hurt our physical body to do so, 

and we might lose those ―love handles‖ we have wanted to 

take off. 

 NOW, more than EVER, precious souls are in the 

balance. We MUST not slack off, but continue to go after 

every precious soul that we can to see that they have a chance 

to know the Savior. 

 Why not make a commitment TODAY to help in this 

very simple but effective project?                   - Jack Farber 

Would we be willing to eat 

89 meals and then give the 

cost of the 90th meal so 

someone might go to 

eternity prepared to meet 

God?  

Some Thoughts on Preacher Support.  Please Read.  It probably goes without saying that communication is 

one of the most difficult areas of human interaction.  And one thing is for sure, if we don’t know something, we just don’t know.  

So the purpose of this little clip is to put you ―In the Know on Preacher Support.‖  

1. Did you know, for example, that we send the preachers’ support around the 20th of the month?. However, the support funds 

need to be in the bank here before the 20th. 

2. If you are supporting any preacher(s) and your funds are not here when it is time to wire, then we are unable to send the 

money because we are unable to cover shortages for so many preachers in so many countries. 

3. If your support comes later in the month, and we send it separately (to keep a family from suffering, for example), then there 

are additional wire/bank fees that we must absorb. 

 We know everyone is struggling in this economy, so this is not intended to show any lack of appreciation, but simply an 

explanation of the situation. Thanks so much for all you do to help spread the Good News of Christ in Latin America! 
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Servants of the Lord in Need 

NEEDS MET SINCE PRIOR NEWSLETTER 
 Olvan Diaz-partially  Evers Gallo, Jr. 

 Cristhian Gutierrez   Guillermo Hernandez 

 Mario Mendieta   Reyes Moran 

 Francisco Polanco-partially Juan Nima 

 Carlos Ramirez—partially Jose Rodriguez 

 

El Salvador 

Enrique Rodriguez and his wife, 

Issis, work with the church in 

Tonacatepeque. They live above 

where the church meets. Though the 

church is thriving, they do not have 

the resources to pay monthly rent on 

the building. They need $200.00 

monthly to pay the rent on the 

church building and their home. DH 

Honduras 

 

 

Olvan Diaz and his wife work with 

the church in Villanueva Cortez. Part 

of their need was met since the last 

newsletter but they still need $100.00 

monthly. DH 

 

 

Antonio Pineda and his wife, Ana, 

labor with the Lord’s People in 

Sartenejas. They need $40.00 a 

month or a one-time donation of 

$480.00. DH 

 
Carlos Ramirez with his wife and three 

children work with the church in 

Marcovia. Most of their need has been 

met but they are still in need of $50.00 

monthly (or one-time of $600.00). DH  

 
 

Elias Roque, Sr. and his wife, Ruth, have four children at 

home. They work with congregations in Tegucigalpa and La 

Cañada. Elias leads an evangelistic 

radio program, ―Heralds of Truth.‖ 

He and Ruth helped to get the 

container into Honduras and the 

supplies and food into the hands of 

those in need. They are hard 

workers and need $95.00/mo. DH 

Rufino Sanchez preaches for the 

church in Teupasente. He is married 

and has four children. They continue 

to be in need of $325.00 monthly. 

DH 
 

Nicaragua 

Marvin Calero and his wife work with the Lord’s People in 

El Crucero. They are in need of $50.00/month or one-time for 

the year of $600.00. RL 

Roberto Martinez is married and has one child. He works 

with the church in La Esperanza and is in need of $300.00 

monthly. RL 

Benito Medina and his wife labor with the Lord’s Church in 

Chichigalpa. They have one child. This family is in need of 

$25.00 monthly or a one-time contribution of $300.00. RL 

Marcos Pantoja, his wife, and five 

grown children serve our Lord and 

His church faithfully. He and his wife 

recently relocated to the port city of 

Corinto in order to fill a void left in 

that congregation from a preacher 

who moved. They are doing a good 

work with this congregation and are 

in need of $150.00 a month. RL 
 

Francisco Polanco graduated from the Bible School of the 

Americas in December. Upon 

returning to Nicaragua, he 

immediately began preaching and 

teaching again. This man and his 

wife love the Lord and love 

teaching and serving. Part of their 

need has been fulfilled but they 

lack $100.00 a month. RL 

Manuel Sosa preaches for the church 

in Cuajiniquil. He is married and has 

two daughters. He has lost $150.00 a 

month and may lose $75.00 more, 

leaving him with only $25.00 a month 

to support his family as he continues 

working for the Lord. RL 

 

 

 

Peru 

Ruben Chacon and his wife, Norma, 

labor with the Lord’s People in the 

desert region of Ica. They graduated 

from the Bible School in Panama in 

2006. Ruben and Norma steadfastly 

serve the Savior in Ica and are in 

need of $400.00 a month. JW 








