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Serving In Ten Countries 

50 years and Growing  
This year Latin American Missions, under the 

eldership of the Forrest Park Church of Christ in Valdosta, 
Georgia is 50 years old. Looking forward to the future we 
also celebrate our past and the godly men and women that 
made it happen. In 1958 Dwight Eisenhower was this 
country’s President, gas was 16 cents a gallon and the 
cold war with the former Soviet Union was in full swing. 
This was the time when children in America had disaster 
drills in school, in case of an atomic 
bomb. Elvis was the “king.” 

Brother Bob Bryson, while 
preaching at the Meigs Avenue 
Church of Christ in Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, had invited an old school 
mate of his to speak on the mission 
work he was doing. The school mate 
was William (Bill) Rogers who 
attended David Lipscomb College with Brother Bryson 
and had visited Panama while in the military service. He 
presented his slides about the work he was doing in 
Panama, one Wednesday night. These two men had a 
burning desire and commitment to the Great Commission. 
“Go ye into all the world” was taken personally by these 
early pioneers in the work. 
 Sister Cordia Hall gave 100 dollars as the first 
contribution to the work from the Meigs Avenue 

congregation. The elders then gave Brother Bryson 
permission to go on an historic ten day trip.  He traveled 
to Panama in the fall of 1958.  Traveling with him were 
his wife Robbie, Brother Bill Rogers and Dr. Floyd 
Coleman. Brother Bryson, speaking of his wife says, “She 
was just as much a missionary as I was from day one.” 
 During this first trip they slept on the floor at a 
local preacher’s home and preached at the old Masonic 
Lodge by the ocean front.  By the end of that trip Brother 
Bryson was committed to the work.  As he put it, “I was 

hooked.” When this first trip was 
made there was not one full time 
Gospel preacher in the whole 
country. Because of faith, persistence 
and hard work this was going to 
change. 
 After Brother Bryson returned 
home, he began raising funds for the 
work.  He and Brother Rogers raised 

the money for the first building to be acquired for the 
Lord’s church in the Republic of Panama.  It was located 
at Cristobal on the Atlantic side of the country. Another 
first in the history of the work includes the founding of the 
Pan-American Bible School in June of 1963.  It is the 
oldest preacher training school of its kind in Latin 
America. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Editorial 
 

 

"When I look at your heavens, the work 
of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place,  

what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for 
him?  

Yet you have made him a little lower 
than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glory and honor.”  

                                                (Ps. 8:3-5, ESV)  
 
Who are we? What are we? How does God consider us?  
 David asked and answered these questions in 
Psalm 8, in his way, about 1,000 years before our Savior 
came and said, “The Son of man has come to seek and 
save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)  David’s answer 
to his own query revealed God’s interest and concern for 
mankind, especially in view of human frailty and 
mortality; Jesus expressed concern for man’s soul.  
Moses preached to the nation of Israel;  Jonah preached 
to gentiles of Nineveh.  Jesus said,“ proclaim the gospel 
to the whole creation.”  (Mark 16:15 ESV)  Paul 
preached Jesus as “the Savior of all men.” (I Timothy 
4:10)  Why?  Because God cares about every soul of 
every nation on earth! 
 Following through on His promise to his father, 
Abraham, God said to Isaac, “I will multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your 
offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 26:4, 
Emphasis RL).  Of course, the latter was fulfilled in 
Christ, the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. 
(See Galatians 3:16 and context)  But, in Christ, all 
nations of the earth would receive the blessings!  
 God made man just below “the heavenly  
beings” (ESV) or “the angels” (KJV) or “God” (ASV) or 
elohim (“a [plural] generic [Hebrew] term including 
every member of the class deity,” or carrying the idea of 
“a position of majesty and authority” ISBE, p. 1254).  
Any way we look at it, man is the most valuable being 
God made on earth!  So valuable, in fact,  that God gave 
his very Best — Jesus — to save every soul of every 
nation for all time! 
 How might David, the man after God’s own 
heart, answer his questions this side of the Cross?  How 
many souls today are asking David’s questions yet do 
not know the answers?  I don’t know; but I do know that 
God’s greatest concern is still for the souls of the 
crowning work of creation, seeing that He “is not willing 
that any should perish.” (2 Peter 3:9)  A greater question 
might be, how many will we seek to tell?   
 

- Roger Leonard 

 Some of the early conversions also remind one of 
God’s saving grace and blessings in this pioneer work.  
While Brother Bryson was teaching in the early years he met 
the Second Lieutenant Governor of the country, Ramón 
Méndez.  He had invited Brother Bryson to speak on the 
radio and in turn was invited to hear the preaching of the 
Gospel.  After hearing the pure Gospel preached, this man 
walked down the aisle of the crowded building and 
confessed Christ as the Son of God (Acts 8:37).  Those that 
responded were taken to the Panama Canal and baptized for 
the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38).  Like the Ethiopian 
nobleman, this government official spread the “Good News” 
far and wide in Panama. “From that minute on all he could 
talk about was the Lord.” 
 Once, while preaching on the prodigal son from 
Luke 15, Brother Bryson had a man respond to the Gospel 
and say, “I have been in the hog’s pen.”  Just imagine how 
many would never have had the chance to receive the 
cleansing power of salvation if it had not been for the efforts 
of people like Brother Bryson, Sister Hall, and the elders of 
the Meigs Avenue congregation. 
 Brother Bryson said one of the motivations in his 
work, with countless others who have supported him during 
these last 50 years, was how the unfortunate in Latin 
America “live hungry and die naked without hearing the 
Gospel of Christ.”  That tragedy was not going to happen if 
he could help it. 
 The story of Latin American Missions could not be 
told if it was not for the all the wonderful congregations with 
whom Brother Bryson has been associated.  The first was 
Meigs Avenue in Jeffersonville, Indiana.  Brother Bryson 
then went to the Eastdale congregation in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. After that ministry, he came to Valdosta to the 
River Street Church of Christ which later became the Forrest 
Park congregation. The congregations of Darby Drive and 
Jackson Heights of Florence, Alabama became involved in 
the work after which the move was made to the Geyer 
Springs congregation in Little Rock, Arkansas. Here a 
young man was serving as youth minister that would have 
an important part in the work in the coming years, Jack 
Farber.  After serving at the Geyer Springs church the move 
was made to Huntsville, Alabama and then Brother Bryson 
came back to the Forrest Park congregation in Valdosta. 
 The history of this move and the continuing work of 
Panama Missions, after which became Central American 
Missions and finally Latin American Missions was partly 
because of the persistence and faith of Forrest Park elder, 
Glen Cochran, who Brother Bryson called, “A salvation man 
wanting to see people go to heaven.” 
 The special relationship with the lost in Latin 
America, the eldership, workers and congregation of Forrest 
Park will be continued in our next issue. - Garry Hill 

(Continued from page 1) 
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2007 Year-End Printing Report 
 
Latin American Missions Printing Ministry 
is an ongoing effort to help put the Gospel 
of Christ into the hands of the native peoples 
in Latin America. With your help we are 
accomplishing our mission. 
 
Thank you so much, brethren, for helping 
purchase our collator-stitcher-trimmer. We 
have now paid off the $15,000.00 note!  
 
In 2007, this ministry printed 1,111,403 
pieces of various types of literature. Adding this quantity to 
the 2006 printing, there is a total of 1,043,200 tracts ready to 
go! In addition, this provides children’s lessons for 6,350 
students, which will cover 26 weeks, or two quarters, of 
study. Each lesson includes a teaching text and illustration 
coloring sheet. 
 

New Projects for 2008 
 
In January, a pallet of literature (photos top and right) was 
shipped to Peru, which included 86,400 various tracts, 
children’s literature for 600 students for six months (26 
lessons), 9,216 boxed crayons, 20 copies each of the Spanish 
commentaries on I Corinthians, Matthew, Acts and Romans, 
and 40 copies of the Spanish commentary on James. The total 
shipping cost for the pallet was $593.45 and was shipped via 
FedEx. 
 
We want to follow up with the 
same quantity to Panama for 
$730.46, Nicaragua for $780.00, 
and Honduras for $677.69. These 
costs are subject to change but 
should roughly remain the same. We believe these are bargain 
prices and that the Lord had a providential hand in getting 
them so low. Also, we are checking prices for El Salvador, 
Argentina, Colombia, and Costa Rica. Now, will you help 
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity? 
 

As of February 1, there are 956,800 various tracts ready to be 
shipped.  

 
1. We have 39 different tracts that we 
currently print. The cost is about $180.00 for 
the ink and paper for each tract. Each 
printing run produces 40,000 tracts. So, for 
$180.00 cost in ink and paper, one could 
help pay for the printing of 40,000 tracts! 
Now, that's a bargain!  
2. This year we plan to publish twelve 
additional tract titles. The cost for publishing 
these is the same as above. Why not ask 

your congregation to help pay for a new tract?  
3.  The next Gospel Advocate Commentary to be published is 
I and II Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, Titus and 
Philemon. This will be completed by year’s end. We are 
thankful that the funds have been provided for this!  
 
Thanks so much for all you have done for this ministry. 
Please continue to keep us in your prayers. 

This ministry 
printed 1,111,403 

pieces of literature in 
2007. But we must 

get it into the hands 
of the people! 

Print Shop  
Update 

 
By Charles Renfro 

At right, James Grace loads a pallet of 
literature bound for Peru into a FedEx 
truck. 

Help ship a pallet of 
literature to Latin 

America.  
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Bible School of the Americas Graduations 
Report by Lionel Cortez 

Looking back on 2007, we are so grateful to God and to you 
for your economic help for the 33 students who graduated 
and equipped themselves to be better teachers and 
proclaimers of the Word. We are also thankful for the faithful 
staff of the Bible School of the Americas in Panamá, 
Perú, Colombia and the Islands of San Blas. Without a team 
effort on the 
part of us all, 
this could not 
have been 
done.  
 
In December 
we had three 
graduations. 
In the Islands 
of San Blas we had eight graduate on Wednesday the 5th. 
 

Then we 
went to 
Panamá on 
Saturday 
the 8th 
where we 
had 
fourteen 
graduates. 
Our 
auditorium 

was overflowing outside of the building, in the back and on 
the sides, with excited brethren over this fantastic day. I 
never saw the building so full and with so many happy faces. 
 
On Sunday the 9th, there was another crowded event with 
happy brethren in Lima, Perú where eleven more graduated. 
 
As I 
examine 
myself, I 
think of not 
being able to 
accomplish 
all that I had 
put into my 
goals for 
2007. As is 
expected of 
every Director of a school, I am supposed to be able to raise 
the funds to keep that school going. Some of the funds were 
raised, yet not enough. For 2008, instead of accepting 15 new 
students, only eight for Panamá can be accepted. The same 

goes for Perú and the San Blas Islands where we only have 
six students. Whatever will be, will be. We will do the best 
we can with what we have. 
 
There are many prospects who want to come to the Bible 
School of the Americas; but we can only afford (and not 
even all of these scholarships have come in) eight for 
Panamá, six for Perú and six for San Blas. Classes began on 
the 18th of February.  
 
I could show you several pictures of our prospective 
students; but, for the sake of illustration and contrast, because 
we do have a great contrast among prospects, I will share 
with you just two. Students come from large cities, from the 
country, with a lot of secular education and some with very 
limited secular education but all with great hearts and zeal. 

 
This is Pedro García 
Zavala from Lima, Perú. 
He is a carpenter with a 
high school education. 
(Photo to left.) 
 

This is Robert Canaquiri 
that came to us from the 
jungles of Perú and is 
older than he looks. He 
was very active among 
the young people, preaching and teaching among the 
Baptists. He was converted in a campaign and wants to 
prepare himself to go back to his people to take them out of 
their error.  
 
Will you help Robert, Pedro and others like them to 
be able to come to the Bible School of the Americas 
to sharpen their swords and prepare to teach their 
own people? THEY NEED YOU, BRETHREN! Will 
you help them? To whom shall we say “No”? There is no 
contribution too small or too large. It can all be used in this 
effort that has been going on for more than forty years. 
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Bienvenidos, Garry Hill! 
 
 We give a hearty welcome to Garry Hill, the newest member of the Latin American Missions team.   
Originally from Summerville, Georgia, Garry moved to Valdosta in January in order to work with LAM.   
He will be serving on campaigns, as well as a LAM historian, fund-raiser, and web site coordinator. 
 
 Garry graduated from Freed-Hardeman University in 1978 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible and again in 
1998 with a Master’s Degree in Bible and Ministry. He also holds a Master’s Degree in History from 
Jacksonville State University in Alabama. Garry began preaching in 1978 in Kentucky and since that time 
has served three congregations in Georgia. You can see Garry occasionally on GBN (the Gospel 
Broadcasting Network) as he presents programs on Bible Archaeology and Inspiration. He enjoys going on 
archaeological digs and taking tours in the Bible Lands. 
 
 Since 1988, he has been participating on LAM campaigns in Honduras, Peru, and Nicaragua. Garry is looking forward to many 
more years of service in Latin America and we are looking forward to having him on the team! 

8/07 M/M Paul Swanson Kevin Tomlinson; Peggy Webb; 
    Lucero Infant; Agnes McDade;  
    Paul Parrish; Jeff Bailey 
8/07 Barbara Cozart  Jeff Bailey 
8/07 M/M Robert Lester, Jr. Jeff Bailey 
8/07 M/M Bill Ward  Jeff Bailey 
8/07 M/M Colin DeLoach Jeff Bailey 
8/07 Tony L. Martinez Lupe L. Phipps 
8/07 Rhoda Sain  Robbie Landrum 
8/07 Anne L. Wright  Estelle Wallis 
9/07 M/M Bill Ward  Alton Anderson; Louise Kent;  
    Jessie Shaw; C. W. Hendrix;  
    Betty Elliott 
9/07 Louisiana Fire Sprinkler Assoc. Al Laguna 
9/07 Jimmie Crenshaw Al Laguna 
9/07 Rose DeLaney  Al Laguna 
9/07 Gayle Wilborn  Jack R. Howell 
9/07 Paul Sanchez  Marilyn Sanchez 
9/07 Crowder Blvd C/C Al Laguna 
10/07 M/M Bill Ward  Booker T. McKinnon; Robert  
    Fuzzell 
10/07 M/M Paul Swanson C.W. Hendrix; Betty Elliott;  
    Alton Anderson; Louise Kent;  
    Jessie Shaw; Angie Holtzclaw; 
    Booker McKinnon 
10/07 M/M James Jones Sherman Everett 
12/07 M/M Paul Swanson Aquilina Walters; Robert Fuzzell;  
    Janie Carter; Helen Gray Lee;  
    Betty Hambrick; Sarah Green;  
    Nathan McKinnon; Pete Hudson;  
    Albert Young 
12/07 M/M Doug Jones Sarah Green; Jeff Bailey;  
    Orel Wasson 
12/07 Advanced Diagnostic Imaging Hnr: Larry Calendine 
12/07 Virginia Cochran Glenn Cochran 
12/07 Charles Conley, Jr. Hnr: Jack & Nancy Farber 
1/08 Leon & Verna Couch Vester & Hazel Stanley 
1/08 M/M Spud Steward Jerry Richardson 
1/08 M/M Jim Jones  Eva Sanford 
1/08 Renea Sain  Robbie Landrum 

Memorials and Honors Congratulations 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice…” 

(Romans 12:15a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conrad Pinder Hinds and Luz were joined in 
marriage January 26, 2008. The ceremony was  

held in San Isidro, Costa Rica.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the ceremony, Conrad’s mother, Ruby, 

who had been studying, obeyed the Gospel. 
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“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!”    (Romans 10:15) 

 
 

We want to thank all who have helped with prior crayon 
projects. We are asking again for a little extra help with 64-
count crayons for this year’s VBS programs. (The 64-count 
size fits perfectly in packing boxes.) There are many places 
where the children have not even seen crayons before and they 
are amazed and excited to color a Bible picture and take it 
home. They also take home the Scriptures that relate to that 
picture. This way we teach both the child and the parent. Please 
make this a project in your congregation and contact us on how 
to get the crayons here. — Dave Huffman 

 
 

Lectureships in Latin America 
Written by Jack Farber 

 
  THREE LECTURESHIPS WERE CONDUCTED IN 2007.  
The first was in Honduras at the end of July.  The second was 
held in Panama the first week of August.  And the last was in 
Peru the second week of December.  
 THE HONDURAS LECTURESHIP focused on 
“Identifying False Doctrine and False Teachers.”  The 
attendance of preachers was about 40 each day of the three day 
event.  Ladies classes and a day camp were also conducted in 
Honduras.  We plan to repeat this in 2008. 
 THE THEME FOR THE PANAMA LECTURESHIP was 
“Sin.” The lessons focused on different sins with which we 
struggle. It was well attended with 300 to 400 daily 
participants. Classes were held for ladies and young people, as 
well as a general audience. 
 THE PERU LECTURESHIP THEME was, “The Holy 
Spirit.”  There were ten speakers, nine from the United States 
and one from Peru.  Three days were spent in discussing fifteen 
different topics, along with two question-and-answer periods.  
Attendees came from congregations in Lima and the 
surrounding area.  Numbers varied from 50 to 75 each day. 
 These lectureships are vital for the growth of the 
preachers and the local congregations, in that they expose the 
brethren to in-depth study of God’s Word.  It is our hope that 
someday we will have lectureships in all of the countries where 
we work, and make them available for all members of the 
church to attend. 
 The lectures were encouraging to both the teachers and 
participants.  The speakers from the U.S. provided their own 
expenses to participate in these events.  We are very grateful for 
their sacrifice and participation.  There are additional costs for 
translators and their food and travel; so we need financial 
assistance in this area.  This is one more item that comes from 
the general fund.  Please keep this in mind when you support 
this work. 

Adios Larry 
 
Larry and Lynda Calendine 
worked with the Forrest Park 
Church of Christ and Latin 
American Missions for 11 years. 
In October, 2007 Larry retired 
from the work. During his time as 
a missionary, he led campaigns 

and worked with the preachers in Honduras, the Darien 
jungle-area of Panama, Nicaragua, the San Blas Islands of 
Panama, Guatemala, and Argentina. He also taught at the 
Panama campus of the Bible School of the Americas and 
raised funds for the Lord’s work throughout Latin America. 
Larry has a special love for the Kuna Indians and the San 
Blas Islands. He helped in establishing a campus of the 
Bible School of the Americas in the Islands for the Kunas 
so they could study in their native language, and become 
better preachers and spread the Word to their people.  
 
The Calendines now live near their three grandchildren in 
Tennessee. Chloe, Logan, and Avery bring great joy to 
their lives and they benefit from having grandma and 
grandpa nearby. Three other special beings in their lives 
now are Rebel, Marshall, and Skitter-Marie, their horses.  
 
In the past several months, Larry has suffered several heart 
attacks, a stroke, and had quadruple by-pass surgery. With 
many prayers, and the oversight of their three doctor sons, 
Chris, Chad, and Corey, he is improving. Lynda has been a 
most wonderful helper and companion during all their years 
and especially during these recent difficult times. 
 
We love and appreciate Larry and Lynda for their hearts 
and years of service in Latin America. They left a void in 
our lives and are greatly missed. We wish them well in this 
new chapter in life and bid them Godspeed. 

This little boy in the San Blas Islands is proudly 
showing off his coloring sheets from Bible class. 
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“And my God shall supply all your needs 
according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.”       (Philippians 4:19) 

NEEDS SUPPLIED SINCE PRIOR NEWSLETTER 
Rufino Sanchez  Leonardo Earlington 
Freddy Serracin  Francisco Gonzalez 
Marcos Pantoja  Carlos Hernandez, Sr. 
Erlindo Nuñez ~ partially 
 

 

“Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into His harvest.”    (Matthew 9:38) 

LABORERS READY TO GO INTO HIS HARVEST  
 

Colombia 
Elkis Valenzuela graduated from the Bible School in Panama 
and returned to Colombia where he diligently serves the Lord. 
He is married, has one child, and needs $550.00/mo. LMC 

Gustavo Quiceno and his wife, Mariana, have 
two sons. Having graduated from the Colombia 
campus in 2004, he now teaches in the Bible 
School of the Americas and works with several 
congregations in Medellin. He needs $450.00 
monthly. LMC (photo left) 

 

Costa Rica 
Maykel Mercado works with the church in Alajuela and 
supplements his income by working in construction. He is 
hard working and dedicated to the Lord. He needs $450.00 
one time. JF 
Jarib Carballo and Catalina, his wife, 
graduated from the Bible School in 2007. He 
was the valedictorian and she a leader for the 
ladies. They are assisting the church in Costa 
Rica and need a one time contribution of 
$630.00. JF (photo right) 
 

Honduras 
Armando Galeano works with the Plaza congregation in 
Tegucigalpa as well as the satellite school in Honduras. He 
and his wife have three children. They are in need of $100.00 
monthly. RL 
 

Nicaragua 
Mainor Pérez uses a truck to expedite the 
Lord’s work in Nicaragua. $21,614.47 is 
needed in order to payoff off the loan. RL 
(photo right) 

Panama 
Jose Hayans is a teacher for the San Blas 
Islands campus of the Bible School. He 
graduated from the Panama campus in 2005 
and is a real asset to the work in the Islands. 
He needs $150.00/mo. JW (photo right)  
 

Peru 
Juan Nima is a teacher for the Bible School of 
the Americas, Peru campus and preaches for the 
church in Los Rosales. He is married and has four 
kids.  Juan needs $50.00/mo. JF (photo left) 
Yens Nima graduated from the 

Panama campus of the Bible School of the 
Americas in 2006. Presently he works with his 
father in Los Rosales and needs $125.00 
monthly. JF (photo right) 

 

Jhonny Condori has been the only evangelist in 
the southern district of Arequipa for many years. 
He is married and has one child. Jhonny makes 
very little money and needs $200.00 monthly. 
JF (photo left) 
 

MEN WHO CONTINUE TO STAND IN NEED 
Agenor Rudas~$462.50  Atilio Pérez~$300.00 
Erlindo Nuñez~$350.00  Fernando Ospina~$200.00 
29 Preachers who graduated in December 2007 
 

“Brethren, pray for us.”        (I Thessalonians 5:25) 

BRETHREN IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS 
~Mainor Pérez is having a stint placed in his heart. 
~Atilio Pérez has completely lost vision in one eye and 
continues to suffer with the other.   
~Marta, Joshua, and Katy from the Children’s Home were 
ordered by the judge to be returned to their mother. They lived 
in the Home about eight years; and for one it is the only home 
she has ever known, arriving at 6 months of age. They did not 
want to leave and are having difficulty adjusting. The mother 
and her other six children are Pentecostal; and the kids know 
this is very different from the Truth they have been taught. 

Servants of the Lord in Need 

Initials indicate staff members with more 
information.  Please contact us with questions. 

BB  Bob Bryson  LMC  Lionel Cortez 
RL  Roger Leonard JF  Jack Farber 
JW  Jonathan Winchester  ELD  Elders 

See back page for phone numbers. 
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Fifty years of reaching 
Fifty years of teaching 
Fifty years of preaching 
Thousands of souls saved 
Hundreds of Preachers trained 
Hundreds of congregations established 
 
We could say, “That’s a long time and so much good has been 
done.”  This is true, but in so many ways we’ve only just 
begun!  The populations are outgrowing our outreach efforts; 
so, we are behind!  Over the last fifty years we've laid a good 
foundation to build on for tomorrow.  There are experienced 
preachers and churches in the field who are working from their 
own resources.  Our local missions staff is larger and stronger 
than ever.  More congregations in the States are learning 
mission methods and going forward. But, are these sufficient? 
Are we finished?  Not by a long shot!  Jesus said, “We 
must work the works of Him who sent Me, 
while it is day. Night comes when no man 
can work.”  (Jn. 9:4)  It is still daylight and 
we must not quit till dark! -- RL 
 

Sing it, “We’ll work till Jesus comes, we’ll work…” 


