
The Realities of Spiritual Service 

I am so thankful for the work that God has put into our 

hands! I enjoy all that I do along with the people with whom I 

am blessed to work with. The variety of the labor is great: 

Directing the Bible School of the Americas under the 

oversight of the Elders at Forrest Park, editing El Expositor 

Espiritual, a quarterly with fresh materials for the Spanish 

speaking congregations throughout the Spanish speaking world, 

the translation of the Gospel Advocate Commentaries, 

keeping in touch with our workers in Latin America, especially 

the teachers in our school and its extensions plus some of the 

local work. The manner in which the Elders here stand behind 

all of this work that is being done is so encouraging and 

inspiring. This adds so much credibility to this work of the 

Lord. 

It is such a joy to see the difference that 2 years of Bible 

study in our schools does for these men and women. To hear 

them teach a class or have a part in the public worship before 

they come to school and then to hear them after graduation is 

such a shot in the arm because one realizes how all of this is 

helping the church. 

The same goes for the sound effect that El Expositor 

Espiritual has in our brethren. It not only encourages through 

its teaching but it helps in cultivating the spirit of unity among 

our workers on the field. We often get letters soliciting the 

reception of the paper with very encouraging comments on the 

materials received. As editor of this paper, I try to keep it sound 

in its teaching, as well as the grammar, with materials for 

everyone; those that are just beginning to read their Bibles, 

your more mature readers, as well as those in between. Articles 

for non Christians to encourage towards obedience are also 

included. 

Our workers in Latin America did not have any 

commentaries like the Gospel Advocate Commentaries until 

they began to receive what we have translated and printed for 

them. You should see the faces of our workers when they 

receive a copy of these commentaries!   

Of the fourteen volumes of the series, we have translated 

and printed five of them: Matthew, Acts, Romans,  

1 Corinthians and James.  The next volume to be printed will 
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NEED CAMPAIGN INFORMATION? 

GO TO THE LAM WEB SITE: 

FORRESTPARK.ORG/LAM 

YOU ALSO MAY VIEW THE MOST RECENT 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE. CHECK IT OUT! 

be General Epistles. Pray for us in this effort that we will be 

able to finish the series before the Lord calls me home. I have 

been working on these for over a dozen years; of course, I do 

not do this full time. I have a school to direct, El Expositor 

Espiritual, etc. to attend to also. 

In any good work there are obstacles.  In our work we 

have two main ones that slow down the work: 

1. A lack of money to do the work. 

a.) As for the Bible School of the Americas, it takes 

$425 a month for two years to put a student 

through our school which is what is called a 

scholarship. Many prospective students but only a 

few can come because of our lack of scholarships. 

To many of them we have to say no and that 

hurts. It also hurts when many of our graduates, 

some even valedictorians, cannot obtain support 

upon their graduation. 

b.) Printed materials: It takes about $10,000 dollars 

a year to print our quarterly. Because of a lack of 

money on occasions, we have not been able to 

print it. To print 1000 copies of a volume of the 

commentaries it takes about $10,000. Churches 

and individuals have contributed to make possible 

the five volumes that we now have. We give these 

commentaries to our graduates and preachers in 

Latin America. We will soon be printing the 

General Epistles. To print it we will need 

$10,000 dollars! Who will heed the call to help? 

2. Satan in diverse ways and forms: 

a.) He works through ungodly men that at one time 

were faithful but have now apostatized and give 

the church and the school a bad name. 

b.) Then, there are other workers that we did not train 

who come along. They, without a foundation, 

through letters and other means try to discredit 

our workers on the field for their own agendas. 

They take pictures with some of our disgruntled 

workers as if this were their work. 

No matter what the circumstances, we must not let 

obstacles like these effect us. We need to overcome these 

matters for the Lord‟s sake and we do. Please pray for the 

work laid before us, the men and women who labor for this 

cause and for all of us to have the wisdom to see and correct 

the obstacles placed before us. 

Oh yes, also pray for those who wish to hinder our work 

that they may see their harmful ways and repent. 

Lionel Cortez 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bible School of the Americas 

Editorial 

Brother Mike Hixson and I went to David Lipscomb 

together in the eighties to study to be gospel preachers. 

Long hours were spent in talking about the Bible and 

preaching. Our favorite teachers  were Carroll B. Ellis 

(deceased), Marlin Connelly, Tom Holland, and William 

Woodson.  These men were sound in the faith and extra 

good teachers.  (And when these men left, Lipscomb‟s 

Bible department fell apart!) We both graduated feeling 

anxious and yet ready to start our work as preachers. 

We pursued local works and met when we could to 

catch up on things.  I started going on annual campaigns 

with LAM in 1984, and went as often as possible while 

doing local work. In 1994 I moved to Valdosta to do 

missions full time. Mike continued  with local work 

sought to polish his pulpit skills, then started working 

with Gospel Broadcasting Network a  couple of years ago 

as a national field representative. Mike recently has been 

promoted to Assistant Program Director.  

Several months ago Mike interviewed me on GBN 

“Spotlight” to talk about the Lord‟s work in Latin 

America.  Several points were covered; but there was one 

in particular discussed outside the interview, which is the 

main reason for this editorial. 

Jesus wants the whole gospel preached to the whole 

world. “Into ALL the world” (emphasis RL) means the 

whole of it! I told Mike that “Works such as GBN can 

„go‟ places that other works cannot. Yet, there is still the 

need for men and women of God on the ground to reach 

and teach the lost in person.” He agreed and said, “We 

broadcast and you are more hands-on—yet the works 

complement each other in seeking the lost.”  

The primary goal of Latin American Missions is to 

fulfill the Great Commission by preparing native people 

to reach and teach their own. But, like the great work of 

GBN, we cannot do this alone. We need more faithful 

men and women of God to help.  

The best place you can put your finances to work 

with LAM today is in the General Fund. This way, as 

brother Bryson says, “You can have a part of it all!” 

Roger Leonard 
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25 YEARS 
By Alisa Leonard 

Twenty-five years you say… 

"Hello, Central American Missions, this is Brenda, 

may I help you?" 

You need ticket information? 

Just ask Brenda; she knows. 

“Brenda, What's 'you know's' telephone number? 

You know the guy who went on a campaign fourteen years 

ago--from Ohio?" 

You need telephone information? 

Just ask Brenda; she knows. 

"Brenda, I need $20,000 by 4:00 this afternoon for my 

campaign. Make sure the money doesn't have any marks on it 

or I won't be able to use it down there!" 

You need funds information? 

Just ask Brenda; she knows. 

"Hello, Latin American Missions, this is Brenda,  

may I help you?" 

"What campaign can I go on that fits my schedule, doesn't 

cost too much, isn't too strenuous...?" 

You need campaign information? 

Just ask Brenda; she knows. 

"Brenda, It's time to pay everybody. Oh, the bills  

are due, too." 

Where's the money going to come from? 

Just ask Brenda; she knows. 

"Brenda, did 'so and so' send in his photocopy of his medical 

license? He didn't? Well, I needed it yesterday. Call and see 

if you can get it faxed here right away." 

You need campaigner information? 

Just ask Brenda; she knows. 

"Brenda, This is Bob, Jack, Charles, Ray, Roger, Larry, 

Lionel, Dave calling from Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 

Honduras, Peru, El Salvador, Columbia needing. . ." 

Twenty-five years you say... 

Twenty-five years of smiles and tears. 

Twenty-five years of hopes and fears. 

Twenty-five years of hard work and long hours. 

Twenty-five years of thank-you's and a few flowers. 

Twenty-five years to know and love. 

Twenty-five years to thank God above. 

We thank Him for you 

And today give honor to whom honor is due! 

Twenty-Five Years with LAM 

Hello, Latin American Missions 
(The Lady Behind the Phone!) 

If many of you know Brenda DeLoach, you also know she would 

not want to be in this newsletter. She‟s just too humble. But people 

need to know when a servant, such as she, has been involved in such a 

great work for so long! 

Brenda DeLoach became the secretary/bookkeeper for Panama 

Missions on May 19, 1982. A lot has happened since then, and much 

of it was because of Brenda‟s dedication, conscientious work ethic, 

dependability and love for the Lord. So we got together and had a 

party, Alisa read her poem (above) and elder Ray Joyner presented her 

with a plaque. Most of the Missions and Forrest Park church staff 

came and others who couldn‟t make it were here in spirit. It was 

especially nice to have brother Bryson come since he has to spend so 

much time with Robbie now. 

It was great to give honor to such a wonderful servant. We love 

her and look forward to working with her for many years to come. 

Thank You Brenda! 
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Rodolfo Espinoza:  

“A Faithful, Peruvian Servant” 

One of the most influential men I have ever known is 

a peaceful gentleman named Rodolfo Espinoza.  Though 

he is my father-in-law, he was first my friend and co-

laborer.  Rodolfo is a well-rounded servant of the Lord, 

and has exhibited this quality through his ability to 

effectively preach the Gospel to the well-educated and 

illiterate alike. 

Rodolfo grew up in a Catholic family, but knew from 

a young age that the Catholic Church was not the Church 

of the Bible.  He came to 

know the real baptism of 

the Bible through his own 

study, and set out to find 

the Church that practiced 

this baptism.  He found the 

true Church, the church of 

Christ, and was baptized 

for the remission of sins 

and added to the body of 

Christ. 

In 1988, Rodolfo 

stepped out in faith in 

order to become a Gospel 

preacher.  With his wife 

and two small daughters, 

Rodolfo sold all of his possessions, saved, and borrowed 

in order to travel to the country of Panama to study the 

Bible for two years in the Bible School of the Americas.  

He graduated first in his class in 1990. 

Upon his return to Peru, he found the Lord‟s Church 

in great need of sound biblical teaching.  He has labored 

diligently to establish and edify the Lord‟s church in Peru.  

Rodolfo possesses the 

attitude of a true servant of 

the Lord, and as a result, 

much success is being 

realized in Peru. 

Rodolfo works with about 

three congregations in 

Lima.  The reason for his 

diligent service is not 

because there is not enough 

work in one congregation, 

but because there are not 

enough workers.  With 

very few Gospel preachers 

in the country, Rodolfo 

also trains men for the 

work by teaching in the Bible School of the Americas in 

Peru.  Rodolfo is the hardest-working, humblest Gospel 

preacher I know.  I would not be preaching today had he 

not encouraged me and assured me that I was capable of 

doing so.  It is not uncommon to hear Rodolfo say: “The 

ability to preach the Gospel is inside you, but you must 

develop that ability.”  My goal is to develop the attitude of 

servitude and humility seen in Rodolfo, and to one day 

develop into as diligent a worker as Rodolfo Espinoza. 

Jonathan Winchester 

POINT MAN 

Brother Rodolfo is the point man for Latin 

American Missions in Peru. We are so thankful 

for the work he does in seeing that the preachers 

are paid, assisting in setting up campaigns, 

keeping up with needs and problems, and, of 

course, sharing the good news! 



5 

Servants of the Lord in Need 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 

the gospel of peace, 

Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

(Romans 10:15) 

 

PREACHERS CURRENTLY IN NEED 

Costa Rica 

Francisco Gonzalez preaches for the church in Alajuela, and 

is the contact man in Costa Rica as well. He is married with 

two children and needs $116.67/month. JF 

El Salvador 

Victor Bonilla is the evangelist for the congregation in Alta 

Vista and is a conscientious, hard-working servant of the 

Lord. He recently lost $40.00 of his monthly support. JF 

Honduras 

Armando Galeano is one of the two evangelists at the Plaza 

congregation in Tegucigalpa. He is married with three 

children. He recently lost $100.00/month. LC 

Ever Gallo preaches for the Monterrey church in 

Tegucigalpa. He is married with three children and needs $ 

90.00/mo. JF 

Carlos Hernández Sr. and his family are serving in the La 

Esperanza and El Cerron congregations. Carlos receives 

$450.00 monthly for salary and $145.00 monthly for building 

rent. Carlos needs $145.00/mo. LC 

Nery Irias graduated from the Panama school in Dec. „06. He 

and his family want to begin a new work in San Pedro Sula, 

Honduras‟ 2nd largest city. They need $400.00/mo. LC  

Erlindo Nuñez preaches for the Plaza (Tegucigalpa) and Ojo 

de Agua congregations. He needs $400.00/month. LC or RL 

Pablo Salgado assists Erlindo Nuñez in the Ojo de Agua 

congregation. He needs $50.00/month, total. LC 

Rufino Sanchez, Teupasenti, Honduras. Rufino is married, a 

good preacher and hard worker. He needs $225.00/month. LC 

Nicaragua 

Javier Martinez preaches for the church in Rancheria, is 

married with two children and needs $100.00/mo. RL 

Marcos Pantoja preaches for the church in San Marcos, 

doing an excellent job. He is married with one child and needs 

all of his $400.00 monthly support. RL 

Panama 

Roberto Abrego preaches in Quebrada Grande. He is married 

and needs $120.00/month. JF 

Celestino Castillo is married and preaches for the church in 

Los Nuvos.  He needs $141.66/month now. JF 

Herminio Gonzales  is married with three children and 

preaches in Penonome. He needs $25.00/month. JF 

Reinaldo Midi preaches in Changuinola in Boicas del 

Toro. He recently lost $100.00/month. RL 

Reyes Moran preaches for the church in La Florida. He is 

married  and needs $33.34/mo. JF 

Atilio Perez  works with the San Blas campus of the Bible 

School of the Americas and preaches on Wichub Huala. 

He is married with two children and recently lost $300.00/

mo. LC 

Pablo Sánchez is married and preaches for the Revolución 

congregation in Davíd. He had some one-time support which 

ran out. He needs $50.00/month now. JF 

Peru 

Carlos Perez is married with three children and 

preaches for the church in Stonebridge. He recently lost 

$55.00/mo. JF 

 

BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS NEEDS 

COLOMBIA CAMPUS 

Fernando Ospina is a teacher for the Bible School of the 

Americas in Colombia and needs $200.00/month. LMC 

Gustavo Quicero s a teacher for the Bible School of the 

Americas in Colombia and needs $450.00/month. LMC 
 

PANAMA CAMPUS 

Carlos Earlington is a 2004 graduate of the school in 

Panama. He is presently doing maintenance for the school and 

needs $400.00/month now. LC 

Conrad Pinder is working as a translator and interpreter for 

the Bible School of the Americas. He needs $160.00/month. 

Rigoberto Rodríguez teaches in the Bible School of the 

Americas and needs $250.00/month. LMC 

Agenor Rudas is an instructor for the Bible School of the 

Amercias in Panama. He needs $387.50/mo. LMC or ELD 

Initials indicate staff members with more 

information.  Please contact us with questions. 

BB  Bob Bryson  LMC  Lionel Cortez 

LC  Larry Calendine RL  Roger Leonard 

JF  Jack Farber ELD  Elders 

See back page for phone numbers. 
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01/06 M/M David Johnson Buddy & Nancy Wilburn 

02/06 Gayle Wilborn Willie Riley 

02/06 M/M Paul Swanson  Debbie Clifton, Harry Green; 

Alton Julian; Doris Rogers; Vinson Boykin; Betty Sue Earles; 

Otis Bryan; Dorothy Jenkins; Aldene Smith; Tonja Holmes 

02/06 M/M Paul Swanson Ben Johnson; John Vandiver; 

Margie Adams; Sandra Brown; 

02/06 Barbara Cozart Janie Yarber 

03/06 Rosie Howton Family Herman Howton; Betra Cambell 

03/06 M/M Virgil Lewis Jack Payne 

04/06 M/M Paul Swanson Ruby Smith; Rick McNutt; 

Gladys Price; Elizabeth Newberry; Diane Fuss; Willie Pearl 

Futch; Charlotte Green; James McDuffie; Jim Kern 

05/06 M/M Danny Woodcock Nan Walton 

05/06 Maudell Rouse Nan Walton 

06/06 Mary Fuson Rachel Winchester 

06/06 M/M Paul Swanson Charles Clark, Harvey Lewis, 

Kevin Rose, Johnny Martin, Willie Meyers, Bruce Mitchell, 

Herman Storey 

08/06 Tony L Martinez Lupe L. Phipps 

08/06 Betty I.. Chandler Lucas Israel, Sr. 

09/06 Dewey Pickard Jr Caroline Durant 

09/06 Kerry, Donna & Matthew Anderson David 

Bumbalough; Bernice Dodgen; Ernest Hood; Walt 

Wallingford 

10/06 Mrs. Rose Hubbard The Wendell Pullen Family 

10/06 M/M H. R. Harbaugh Beth Harbaugh Fedders 

10/06 M/M Paul Swanson Jeffery Green; Eugenio Romero 

Martinez; Lorene Strackbein; Verna Baxter; Bill Padgett; 

Janie Davis; Brenda Hopper; Ernest Brantley; Opal Georgian; 

Pauline Bennett; Hugh May; W. J. Fountain; Charles Arnold 

11/06 M/M Paul Swanson Gary Brockman; Turner 

Copeland; Martha Fugett; Roy Clark; Pearl Long; Rose Kines; 

Juanita Howell; Hershel Sheffield; Lawrence Newberry; 

Archie Lott 

11/06 M/M Charles Smith Ronald Church 

12/06 M/M Jim Baker Margaret Rich 

12/06 M/M Gary Fallis Johnny Ramsey 

12/06 M/M Neil Delk Matt & Laura Sowell 

12/06 M/M Neil Delk Neil & Jill Ford; Corey & 

Allison; Buhler; Jon & Shawna Dycus 

12/06 M/M Ray Cobb Memory: William L. Cobb 

12/06 Betty Jo Daugherty John W. Daugherty 

12/06 M/M Brad Cochran Glenn B. Cochran 

12/06 Mrs. Lawrence Bradley Lawrence Bradley 

01/07 M/M William Ward Larry Cleghorn 

01/07 Shawn & Lea Dye Stacy Hall Hayse 

01/07 M/M Charles Copeland Maxine Harris 

01/07 M/M Bill Frank Byrl Farber 

01/07 M/M William J. Smith Ruth Lamb 

02/07 Barbara Cozart Margarete Johnson 

02/07 Meredith & Jayson Crum Ruth Crum 

02/07 M/M Robert Lester Jr Margarete Johnson 

02/07 M/M William Ward Juaniece Sterling; Margarete 

Johnson; Charles Newberry; Ruth Crum 

02/07 M/M Troy Black Margarete Johnson 

02/07 M/M Gale Koening Margarete Johnson 

02/07 Debbie Starling Margarete Johnson 

02/07 M/M Roger Steis Margarete Johnson; Juaniece 

Sterling 

02/07 M/M Colin DeLoach Margarete Johnson; Juaniece 

Sterling; Ruth Crum 

02/07 Hugh Lamb Ruth Lamb; Billy Richardson 

02/07 M/M Virgil Lewis Edwin Lewis 

02/07 Kenneth Lewis Edwin Lewis 

02/07 M/M Paul Swanson Mem:Edward Cole; Louise 

Smith; Ora Lee Harris; J.L. Cleghorn; Quinn Jarrett; Parker 

Hendley; Melba Hall; Anita Burch; Gene Allbritton; JoAnn 

Buie; Juaniece Sterling; Amy Bartig; Margarete Johnson; 

Ruth Crum; Charles Newberry; Faye Roberts 

02/07 M/M William Ward Dura Burke; Arthur Fowler; 

Hugh McFarland; Amy Bartig 

02/07 M/M Donnie Wisenbaker Juaniece Sterling; Ruth Crum 

02/07 M/M Douglas Jones Margarete Johnson 

02/07 M/M Melvin Jones Margarete Johnson 

03/07 M/M Spud Stewart Marion Williams 

03/07 Oceanview Church of Christ Hnr: Don W. Hinds 

03/07 Pierce Flatt Mem:Carolina Vallecio‟s 

Mother in Nicaragua 

03/07 M/M Bill Frank Byrl Farber 

03/07 M/M H. R. Harbaugh Beth Harbaugh Fedders 

03/07 M/M Paul Swanson Arthur Fowler; Hugh McFarlin; 

Dura Burke; Idella North; Bill McConnell;  

Billy Coppage 

04/07 M/M William Ward Billy Coppage; Doris White; 

Doris Burch; Grace Waller 

04/07 M/M Douglas Jones Grace Waller 

04/07 M/M Colin DeLoach Grace Waller 

04/07 M/M Bill Battles Billy Coppage 

04/07 M/M Roger Steis Billy Coppage 

04/07 Barbara Cozart Billy Coppage 

04/07 M/M James Grace Billy Coppage 

04/07 M/M Gale Koening Billy Coppage 

04/07 Karen Black Billy Coppage 

05/07 M/M Glenn Wooters Don Fletcher 

05/07 M/M Bill Ward Geraldine McIver; Alean Garrett 

05/07 M/M Bill Ward Pansy Blair; Audrey Wood; 

Mary Lou DeLoach; Virginia Lamn; D. N. McCoy 

05/07 M/M Paul Swanson Doris White; Frances Moore; 

Edward Lancaster; Raymond Martin; James Martin; Doris 
Burch; Grace Waller; John Harrell; James Hingson; Mary Lou 

DeLoach; John Mc Daniel; Jimmy Lolly; Pansy Blair; D.N. 

McCoy; Audrey Wood; Alean Garrett; Geraldine McIver; 

Christopher Morton; Mike Sanders; Virginia Lamn; Catherine 

Dismuke; Jason Dean 

06/07 M/M Bill Ward Kevin Tomlinson; Lucero 

infant; Dan Smith; Jason Dean 

Memorials and Honors 
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NEWS AROUND THE OFFICE! 

Jonathan and Gema Winchester 

Jonathan graduated from Memphis School of 

Preaching on June 17, 2007.  He and Gema have moved 

to Valdosta and are buying a new home. 

They both are excited and ready to get fully involved 

in the mission work in Latin America.  Gema will be 

resuming her studies in dietetics in January, attending 

Valdosta State University.  

And just for a plug, Jonathan needs to complete the 

raising of his support.  Give him a ring he‟ll tell you what 

he needs. 

Brother James Grace 

Brother Grace also turned 70 in May. He works in the 

print shop, helping with folding, trimming and packaging 

our Spanish literature. We gave brother Grace a party as 

well to let him know we love and appreciate his work for 

the Lord. 

He and his wife, Shirley, have served the church at 

Forrest Park for over 22 years. 

Brother Lionel Cortez 

The office gave brother Cortez a little 70th Birthday 

Party in May. But it was more than a birthday celebration; 

it was a reminder that we still love and need both him and 

Marta for the translation of materials into Spanish.  

Children’s Home Update 

The children are enjoying visits from “Gringos.”  There 

have been several visitors from the States staying at the white 

house this summer and the children, as well as the visitors, 

have enjoyed playing and getting to know each other better. 

There are 32 children in the Home at this time.  Thirty-

one of the children are in school and are looking forward to a 

week-long vacation beginning July 30th. 

Miguel and Esperanza have received a much-needed 2 

month vacation during June and July.  Though they have 

stayed in Panama, they have been able to spend some quiet 

time away from 32 children! 

Anibal and Nely Cedeno have been working as house 

parents since February.  They have 5 sons, four of which live 

at the Home with them, who get along well with the other 

children.  Anibal graduated from the Bible School of the 

Americas in 2001 and preached in an area of Panama called 

Canita.  Anibal has spent much time in getting to know the 

children and forming relationships with them.  He teaches 

Bible classes and uses the Bible to guide him as he interacts 

with the children and staff.  In addition to being “mom,” Nely 

cooks three, delicious meals each day.  She recently added 

buying all the groceries on Friday afternoons to her list of 

responsibilities.  The two oldest girls accompanied her last 

week to help and to learn how to shop for groceries. 

Don‟t forget the Home in your prayers and in your 

giving. 

Sarah Dutton 
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Three Boys and a Bird 

While in Rancheria, Nicaragua, we went to visit a member of 

the church. At the home, we met the mother and her three 

children. She was boiling a pot of water over an open fire 

making preparations for dinner. We noticed the oldest boy 

had caught a small bird and was plucking the feathers off of 

it. Turns out, they were having bird soup that night. 


