
On August 15, 2007, a devastating earthquake shook Peru, with 

heavy concentration in Ica. More than 58,000 houses were 

destroyed and 510 deaths were reported. Many faithful 

congregations and individuals in the United States responded 

immediately and a tremendous amount of help was given. Jack 

Farber and Jonathan Winchester visited our brethren to give aid 

following this disaster. Information and pictures from their trip 

can be found on pages 4-5.   

 

 

On September 4, Hurricane Felix slammed into Nicaragua and 

Honduras, ripping apart houses and killing at least 133. Some 

of our brethren suffered in Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua. Few 

members of the church were in need in Honduras at the time; 

however, heavy rains in October caused severe flooding in 

southern Honduras. Little news about this was broadcast. 

Forbes.com had a feed on it, and our brethren in Honduras were 

well aware of the problem. Additional information is located on 

page 6.  
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SUPPORT IS NEEDED FOR THESE MEN TO 

WORK AS FULL-TIME MINISTERS. THE 

FIELDS ARE WHITE, AND THESE MEN ARE 

READY TO BRING IN THE HARVEST. 

WILL YOU HELP THEM? 

Bible School of the Americas 

Editorial 
 

"For you have the poor with you always… but 

Me you do not have always."  

(Mark 14:7) 
 

Jesus made this comment in the context of “a woman who 

came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard" 

who "broke the flask and poured it on [the Lord's] head.” (v. 

3). John says this was Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha 

(Jn. 12:3). The disciples complained because what she did 

seemed to them like such an expensive “waste.” They said the 

oil could have been sold and the money given to help the poor. 

When the disciples criticized Mary for what they considered 

to be a “waste,” Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you 

trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. For you have 

the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do 

them good; but Me you do not have always. She has done 

what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body 

for burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 

preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will 

also be told as a memorial to her” (vs. 6-9). 

Notice again that Jesus said, “the poor you have with you 

always, but Me you do not have always.” There are some 

merciful acts we can do most any time. But what Mary did 

was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: An aid to the Lord in 

His death. It was a comfort to Him and the cost was 

insignificant. It helped Jesus deal with the great burden of the 

cross. Mary helps us see that there is much more to life than 

the monetary cost of an act and that certain acts of kindness 

can help make a spiritual difference. 

Ultimately, Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection provide the 

real answer to everyone’s life and death questions, whether 

rich or poor, clothed or naked, healthy or ill. The crucifixion 

of Christ is ultimately what all of us need to see and come to 

accept as the answer to life and all its difficulties. We 

especially need to consider this in view of eternity. 

There will be tragedies and the poor will always be with us, 

and we must respond. (Cf. Matthew 25: 31-46) But our efforts 

to reach out must always be with a goal of making an eternal 

difference in people’s lives. For a failure to do so would be the 

greatest tragedy. 

Roger Leonard 

December 2007 Graduates 
 

San Blas Islands Campus ~ December 5, 2007 

(This is the first graduation at this campus.) 
Ariel Harris, single 

Rogney Barcelo, single 

Milio Morales, single 

Delio Perez, single 

Juanel morris, single 

Javier Places, married 

Abram Duque, married 

Feraldo Hernandez, single 
 

Panama Campus ~ December 8, 2007 

(Graduating students since about 1964.) 

(Ten dedicated students will complete their first 

year of studies in December.) 
Adrian Jimenez, single, Panama 

Diomedes Hernandez, single, Panama 

Jasday Alvarez, single, Panama 

Manuel Ramos, single, Panama 

Carlos Alarcon, married with four children, Panama 

Manuel de Garcia, married with three children, Panama 

Salomon Lopez, single, Panama 

Mario Mendieta, married with one child, Nicaragua 

Santos Palacios, married with three children, Nicaragua 

Aycen Dominguez, single, Costa Rica 

Jarib Carballo, married, Costa Rica 

Edgar Garay, married with one child, Honduras 

Elias Roque, Jr., single, Honduras 

Erthuin Rodriguez, married with one child, El Salvador 
 

Peru Campus ~ December 9, 2007 

(This is the first graduation at this campus.) 
Juan Abanto, married with one child 

Moises Quispe, married with one child 

Abraham Alata, single 

Maximo Villafane, married with two children 

Alberto Calderon, married with three children 

Oscar Unocc, married with one child 

Robert Machaca, single 

Ignacio Huaraca, married with two children 

Walter Saavedra, married with one child 

Rafael Orihuela, single 

Jhonny Condori, married with one child 
 

Colombia Campus 

(Seven dedicated students will complete their 

first year of studies in December.) 
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2008 Campaign Schedule 

Notices:  
Some campaign dates/locations are TENTATIVE and are, therefore, subject to being changed.  Please confirm the campaign(s) 

you may wish to participate in before making a commitment.  
 

*YES II is a campaign made up primarily of young people working together with mature Christians, with the goal of reaching 

people of all ages. Evangelism and VBS are the methods utilized in this campaign to present the Gospel. It is good training for 

youth interested in missions. 
 

All campaign participants must send in a completed registration form and be approved by the Forrest Park Church of Christ 

elders. No exceptions. An application is available for download on our Website: www.forrestpark.org/lam. Click on 

Registration form under Let's Go…Applications are needed in the LAM office 4 months before the time of the campaign. 

Date Type Location Coordinator 

March 8-15 Evangelism/Medical San Salvador, El Salvador—Week 1 Jack Farber 

March 15-22 Evangelism/Medical San Salvador, El Salvador—Week 2 Jack Farber 

May 30-June 7 Evangelism/Medical Ica, Peru—Week 1 Jack Farber 

June 6-14 Evangelism/Medical Ica, Peru—Week 2 Jack Farber 

June 13-21 Evangelism/Medical Chinandega, Nicaragua Roger Leonard 

June 27-July 5 *YES II Evangelism San Blas, Panama Jonathan Winchester 

July 11-19 Evangelism/Medical Panama City, Panama—Week 1 Jack Farber 

July 18-26 Evangelism/Medical Panama City, Panama—Week 2 Jack Farber 

July 22-27 Evangelism/Medical San Francisco, Honduras Roger Leonard 

Meet the Cedeño’s 

 

Aníbal and Nely Cedeño are originally from the Darien in Panama.  For the 

last three years they have worked with the church in the area of Cañitas, which is 

northeast of Panama City.  The couple has five delightful sons. 

In January of this year, the family moved to the Children’s Home of the 

Americas to help Miguel and Esperanza and to become better acquainted with the 

children and daily life in the Home.  The accident last year left Esperanza with many 

health problems and confined to her bed or wheelchair.  This necessitated additional 

help in the Home.  Aníbal has worked with Miguel and guides and oversees the 

children, while Nely prepares three, delicious meals a day. 

In June and July, Miguel and Esperanza took a vacation from the Home and 

went to their farm.  Aníbal and Nely did a wonderful job overseeing the children during this time.  It was decided in July that 

Aníbal and Nely would take over the responsibilities as full-time houseparents.  Miguel is working with a new congregation in 

the Chepo area, where their farm is located. 

We are thankful for the many years of service given by Miguel, Esperanza, and their family and ask for your continued 

prayers for them.  The Cedeño’s are a wonderful family; and we are pleased to have them working with the Children’s Home of 

the Americas in Panama. 

Children of the Americas 

http://www.forrestpark.org/lam
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REBUILDING LIVES 

IN PERU 
Jonathan Winchester 

 

On August 15, 2007, our brethren in 

Ica, Peru were stricken by an 8.0 

magnitude earthquake, which left over 

500 dead and thousands injured. 

Nearly 80% of our brethren in Ica were 

left out in the cold of winter with only 

the clothing on their backs, no water 

and no shelter. 

 

Brothers Paulino Chalco and Ruben 

Chacon, with the support of their 

families, faithfully proclaim the Gospel 

in Ica, Peru. As a result of their 

diligent work, the church in Ica has 

experienced tremendous growth, both 

spiritually and numerically. In fact, the 

earthquake has not slowed their work 

at all, but has actually increased their 

effectiveness. Ten souls have been 

converted to Christ since the 

earthquake, and numerous Bible 

studies have been started. When the 

church comes together, they are 

literally on the sidewalks and in the 

streets because of lack of space in their 

one room facility. 

 

The earthquake has affected both the 

physical and mental 

states of the people of 

Ica. Homes, schools, 

and health centers have 

been destroyed; water, 

e l e c t r i c i t y ,  a n d 

telephone use were all 

lost; and the mental 

health of the population 

has been affected as 

well. Violence has risen 

in the days following 

the earthquake, as 

thieves have robbed 

stores, homes, and 

individuals. Brother 

Ruben reports that the 

most shocking reaction 

of the people was their 

religious reaction. At the time of the 

earthquake, many crowded the streets 

and cried, saying, “My God, My God, 

help us.” 

 

I was recently able to spend nearly a 

week in Ica with Ruben and Paulino, 

viewing the damage, visiting the 

members and working to help the 

brethren rebuild. The things I saw and 

heard were truly breathtaking.  I cannot 

accurately describe how it feels for 

Paulino and Maria, who, along with 

their three children, completely lost 

their home and have been living in a 

one room apartment with Ruben and 

Norma. I cannot help but feel 

inadequate when these two families 

have lost so much, but while visiting, 

still used what resources they had to 

prepare my favorite Peruvian food. I 

am unable to understand how it feels 

for sisters Alida and Ana Alvarado, 

who completely lost their home, and 

now live in a tent with the other ten 

members of the family. I cannot 

describe the great faith of Sister Maria 

Rivera, who has only been a Christian 

for three months, but when asked by 

her neighbors why she is not worried 

about losing her home, responds: “I am 

not worried because I have God in my 

life.” 

 

“As we have therefore opportunity, let 

us do good unto all men, especially 

unto them who 

are of the 

household of 

faith” (Gal. 

6:10). I am 

pleased to report 

to you that our 

brotherhood has responded to this 

disaster in an overwhelming fashion, 

which will allow these brethren in Ica 

the help they need in order to rebuild 

their lives. Your care and concern has 

provided food and water for the 

household of faith for the past month, 

and will continue to do so for the next 

two months. Your generosity has 

Peru Earthquake 

Our brotherhood 

has responded to 

this disaster in an 

overwhelming 

fashion. 

A sister in the Church prepares food for those in need 

Typical scene of the destruction found in Ica 

Signing up to receive a meal 
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Response Was Wonderful! 
provided the needed resources for this congregation to reach 

out to their community and provide food and clothing. Your 

compassion has provided medical attention and warm meals 

for the children in the congregation. Your love has enabled 

the household of faith in Ica to immediately begin 

rebuilding their homes with sound foundations, anti-seismic 

columns, and strong brick, which will not fall as the adobe 

does every time a strong wind blows. I have been directed 

by the brethren in Ica to express to you their never-ending 

appreciation for all you have done. God bless you all. 
 

ONE STORY OF MANY 
Jack Farber 

 

In September, Jonathan Winchester and I flew to Peru to 

work first hand in the relief effort going on in Peru. While 

there was some damage in Lima, we mostly concentrated 

our efforts of Ica, a city of 261,000 residents (2007 

calculation - Wikipedia) and located about 3 ½ hours South 

of Lima. We have two preachers and one congregation in a 

community of Ica called Parcona. 

Our job was to work on “Phase Two” of the relief effort. 

Phase One was enacted within the first few days after the 

earthquake, when Rodolfo Espinoza, Juan Nima and several 

others took in the first $10,000.00 to bring immediate relief. 

That relief lasted until we arrived on our trip. 

During the four days we were there, we visited the church 

members, the community and city of Ica, worshiped with 

the Parcona congregation, and set up Phase Two of the 

relief to Ica. 

There is one story that stuck in my mind as we visited the 

church members. One of the faithful sisters of the 

congregation there is Yolanda. She is a single mother who 

has been a Christian for about nine years. She lives with her 

mother and her two-year-old daughter and is the sole 

provider for her family. Her day starts at 3:00 am. She gets 

ready and goes to the fields where they grow asparagus (Ica 

is the asparagus capital of the world). She labors there for twelve hours, returning home at 4:00 pm. She constructed her home 

several years ago with her own hands. As a result of the earthquake, her home has suffered significant damage so that they can 

not live in it. She has had to construct a temporary house in front of her damaged house — but it is in the street. Since they are in 

the winter months now, it is very cold at night. Also in the street are the adobe blocks from homes that have been destroyed by 

the earthquake. Since they get less than one inch of rain in a year, all those “mud” adobe blocks have created a mountain of dust 

that covers everything. The entire family was having respiratory problems as a result. She cried when she told me of the fears she 

has now that this earthquake has put such a hopeless future in front of her. She said she had always felt like she was strong and 

healthy enough to take care of her family. Now she has a lot of doubt. Not only has she suffered the physical effects of the 

earthquake by the destruction of her house, but she has suffered emotionally as well. Please continue to pray for Yolanda and the 

other Christians as they struggle to survive. 

 

After several Bible studies, Ruben baptizes a sinner into Christ 

A bowl of soup is enjoyed by some members of the congregation 
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Heavy Rains Flood Southern Honduras 

October 18, 2007: Several days of heavy rain in Honduras 

forced many people to evacuate their homes. Rain in 

Tegucigalpa has caused rivers to overflow in the south. 

 
Email from Erlindo Nuñez, October 19, 2007 

 

Destroying torments raise hope in God. Under a rainy and foggy day, 

I traveled to the South to visit the congregations at El Tamarindo, 

Marcovia and Monjaras because I heard of an emergency in the area 

due to two weeks of rain. 

  

My visit was two days after the river that 

divides the Monjaras and Marcovia 

communities had flooded over and reached 

about 3 feet into the houses and caused 

about 5,000 people to be evacuated. Five 

children died. Water is still in yards of the 

houses. 

  

Ten families of the congregation at 

Monjaras lost everything. At the beginning 

they found shelter at the church building; but later 

they moved to the public school where food was 

being distributed. 

  

The water is contaminated and epidemics of 

mosquitoes have started to surge. Medical 

attention is needed for the Christians and perhaps, 

if we help, many others might glorify God. 

  

It was the second evacuation in one month, so 

people are losing their jobs, animals are dying on 

the farms, and plantations of sugar cane are full of 

water. 

  

These congregations were planted at the end of 1998 as a 

consequence of the category 5 Hurricane Mitch that devastated 

vulnerable areas. Thousands of houses were built in Marcovia for 

those who lost their property during Mitch; people still remember 

every time it rains and the river rises. 

  

Now may be an opportunity not only to help 

materially but also preach the Word of God 

and let the church of Christ shine. 

  

The church in Monjaras has 35 members and 

15 children. 

The church in Marcovia has 12 members and 

16 children. 

The church in Tamarindo has 18 members and 

12 children. 

  

A food program for the moment and a medical 

campaign is suggested. 

  

May God bless you, 

Erlindo Núñez 

 

Letter to elder, Ray Joyner, November 5, 2007 

 

Dear Brother Ray, 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. 

The congregations at El Tamarindo, Marcovia 

and Monjaras showed their appreciation and sent 

thanks to you and all those brethren who are 

helping them with food. 

Seventeen families received food at the 

congregation at El Tamarindo, 21 families at 

Monjaras and 16 families at Marcovia. Each 

family has 5 or 6 members. 

Corn, rice, sugar and spaghetti were the main 

products given to each family, at the 

recommendation of the area preachers. 

The preachers asked me to ask you the favor 

to continue this program for at least 3 

months. This period of time will allow the 

members to look and find jobs since the 

month of November is a critical month for 

the rains there. It also will allow the 

preachers a margin of time to work with new 

visitors to convert them. 

Brother, two families from 

Monjaras approached me 

saying that they had a 

house thanks to you, when 

you visited that place for 

Hurricane Mitch and 

approved support to rebuild 

their houses. 

I will go back next 

w e e k  t o  v i s i t 

congregations and 

deliver more food; 

those people are living 

u n d e r  e x t r e m e 

poverty. 

Your servant, 

Erlindo Nuñez 

After the report from Erlindo, funds were 

immediately sent for relief. Many Christians were 

notified in the U.S. and responded! A food program 

is in place to help our brethren and those in their 

communities. Please, remember these in prayer. 
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“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 

the gospel of peace, 

Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

(Romans 10:15) 

BIBLE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS NEEDS 

COLOMBIA CAMPUS 

Fernando Ospina is a teacher for the Bible 

School of the Americas and the contact man in 

Colombia. He and Marta, his wife, have three 

children and live in Medellín. They need 

$200.00/month. LMC (photo right) 
 

PANAMA CAMPUS 

Leonardo Earlington is the Immigrations liaison, along with 

many other duties, for the School. His wife, 

Angie is the School secretary and they have 

one son, Chris. He needs $125.00/month. 

ELD or LMC (photo left) 
 

Agenor Rudas is an instructor 

for the Bible School of the 

Americas. He has two beautiful daughters with 

Loida, his wife. Agenor does a tremendous work 

with the Bella Vista congregation. He needs 

$387.50/mo. ELD or LMC (photo right) 
 

PREACHERS CURRENTLY IN NEED 

Costa Rica 

Freddy Serracin and his wife, Margarita, have one son. He 

graduated from the Bible School last year 

and now serves as the evangelist in 

Sequieres. Presently, he supplements his 

income with an additional job; and he 

needs $300.00/mo. JF (photo left) 

 

Honduras 
Carlos Hernández, Sr., his wife, Rosa, and 

their family are serving in the La Esperanza 

and El Cerron congregations. Carlos receives 

$450.00 monthly for salary and $145.00 

monthly for building rent. He needs $400.00/

mo. RL (photo right) 
 

Nery Irias was the 2006 valedictorian at the Panama campus 

of the Bible School. He and his wife, 

Daysi, have three children. Nery is a hard 

worker and desires to begin a new work in 

San Pedro Sula, Honduras’ 2nd largest 

city. They need $400.00/mo. RL (photo 

left) 

 

Erlindo Nuñez is the contact man for Honduras 

and preaches for the Plaza (Tegucigalpa) and Ojo 

de Agua congregations. He needs $750.00/

month. RL (photo left) 
 

Rufino Sanchez preaches in 

Teupasenti. He is married and has 

three children. Rufino is a hard 

worker and needs $225.00/month. 

RL (photo left) 
 

Nicaragua 

Marcos Pantoja preaches for the church in San 

Marcos and is doing an excellent job. He is 

married with one child and needs all of his 

$400.00 monthly support. RL (photo right) 
 

Panama 

Miguel Castillo and Esperanza have started a 

new work in Chepo and are no longer working 

with the Children's Home. (See article on pg. 3) 

They need $500.00/month. JF or ELD (photo 

left) 
 

Francisco Gonzalez, his wife, Vanesa, and 

their two children are moving to Panama from 

Costa Rica. They will be working with the 

young congregation in Bella Vista, downtown 

Panama City. Also, he will be teaching in the 

Bible School of the Americas. He needs 

$700.00/month. JF or RL (photo right) 
 

Atilio Pérez teaches at the San Blas campus of 

the Bible School of the Americas and preaches 

for the church on the island of Wichub Wala. 

He is married with four children and needs 

$300.00/mo. JW (photo left) 
 

MEN IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS 
Mainor Pérez has been having heart problems. He is seeing a 

doctor and receiving treatments, but continues to have trouble. 

Atilio Pérez has severe cataracts in both eyes. The doctor in 

Panama says it may be too late for corrective surgery. 

Leonardo Earlington is battling painful arthritis and back 

problems. 

Initials indicate staff members with more 

information.  Please contact us with questions. 

BB  Bob Bryson  LMC  Lionel Cortez 

RL  Roger Leonard JF  Jack Farber 

JW  Jonathan Winchester  ELD  Elders 

See back page for phone numbers. 

Servants of the Lord in Need 
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Change Service Requested 

Where You Can Help! 
 

 Children of the Americas 

 Bible School of the Americas  

 Preacher in Need. Please write in name: 

      _____________________________ 

 Printing Ministry  

 Benevolence/ Relief 

 General  Fund (put where needed most) 

 

One time Amount: $ ______.___ 

Monthly Amount:  $ ______.___ 

Memory of: ______________________________ 

Honor of: ________________________________ 

 

Given by: __________________________  

Address: ___________________________ 

City, St., ZIP ______________________________ 

 

Send Acknowledgement to: 

Name: ____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

City, St., ZIP______________________________ 

It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught of God.  Every one 
that hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, cometh unto Me.   

- John 6:45 ASV 

ELDERS 

Don Garner, Ray Joyner, 

Robert McLeod, Barry Robinson 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MISSIONS LINE: (229) 242-1069 

Staff Directory - Dial 2 

FAX: (229) 245-1469 

EMAIL: LAM@forrestpark.org 

WEB SITE: www.forrestpark.org 

MISSIONS STAFF 

BOB BRYSON 

Office extension 205  Home (229) 241-9226 

LIONEL CORTEZ 
Office extension 207  Home (229) 247-4660 

JACK FARBER 

Office extension 204  Home (229) 247-2279 

GARRY HILL 
Office extension 211  Cell (706) 573-7993 

DAVE HUFFMAN 

Office extension 216  Home (229) 794-2113 

ROGER LEONARD 
Office extension 210  Home (229) 245-7889 

CHARLES RENFRO 
Print Shop extension 219  Home (229) 247-2994 

JONATHAN WINCHESTER 
Office extension  209  Home  (229) 244-5409 

Year-End Contributions 
Money left in missions or evangelism budgets and tax 

deductions are perfect opportunities for you to Help a Child, 

Construct a Building, Send a Missionary, Spread the Word, 

Save a Soul! 

We plead for your help, brethren, on behalf of the people 

in Latin America to generously support our efforts to reach 

and teach lost souls! 

Now is the Time to... 
Be Saved! (2 Corinthians 6:1-2) 

Preach the Gospel! (II Timothy 4:1-5) 

Edify! (Romans 1:15) 

Help the Needy! (Galatians 6:9-10) 

Give! (1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

Save a Soul! 

Help a Child! 

Go or Send! 

Construct a Building! 

Spread the Word! 


